BRITISH 
BOOK 
NEWS 


A GUIDE TO BOOKS PUBLISHED IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH AND EMPIRE 





CONTENTS 


Reviews : A Selection of Recommended Books 


Works of Musical Reference 
A. Hyatt King 





185 


JANUARY 1956 


PRICE ONE SHILLING 


(OVERSEAS PRICE) 


PUBLISHED FOR 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
BY THE NATIONAL BOOK LEAGUE: LONDON 


pages 1-75 





Maps de Luxe ! 


NEWNES 
MOTORISTS’ 


TOURING MAPS 
AND GAZETTEER 





) SAE ONT TA SLSIHORON SINMAN 


12th Mid-Century 
Edition 


21s. net 


ENERALLY regarded as the fin- 








VS a 


YEA O AL LOC ANOP OIA TEN. 


est set of maps for motorists | 
in the country is Newnes famous | 
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A new edition has just been published at no increased price but with 
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to almost thirty thousand place names; and for the first time a reference | 


grid on all maps, making it a matter of immediate simplicity to locate any 
place on the index. 


The maps themselves have been prepared by the famous cartographers, } 


John Bartholomew, and cover the country at the generous scale of four 
miles to one inch, with the exception of Northern Scotland and Ireland. 


The volume is handsomely produced with stained edges and rich red [| 


moroquette binding, gold on stamped side and spine: an attractive colour | 
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The publishing event of a lifetime! 


From generation to generation, as 
long as English is spoken, it will be 
cherished as part of our heritage, as 
one of the achievements of our 
time. 


SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL’S 


A History of the 
English-Speaking Peoples 
VOLUME I: THE BIRTH OF BRITAIN 


There has never been a history like this, written by a man 
who has himself made history; never have the political and 
diplomatic decisions of the past been considered by a writer 
who, all his life, has had to make decisions of the same character 
and of the same magnitude. 


To live in the Churchillian age of literature is to experience 
the same sense of excitement that the people of Rome must 
have felt when Michelangelo was painting, or the Viennese 
when Beethoven was living among them. As the Sistine Chapel 
and the Ninth Symphony were the crowning monuments of 
two great men, so Churchill’s History is the mightiest literary 
achievement of our age and day. For here the man of action 
and the man of letters meet, and these age-old islands and the 
lands beyond the sea find an organ-voice to tell their story. 


TO BE PUBLISHED APRIL 23rd. 
448 pp., Royal 8vo., 6 maps, 30s. net. 


CASSELL 














em IIT 


in oon te MIR ate Ne 


ee es a cane 





| Z 





BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


65 DAVIES STREET LONDON W.1 


Opinions expressed by the contributors are 
not necessarily those of the British Council 
World Copyright. Permission to reproduce any 


of the contents of this periodical must be 
obtained from : The Editor, British Book News. 


NUMBER 185 JANUARY 1956 








WORKS OF MUSICAL REFERENCE 
A. HYATT KING 


IN music, as in most other branches of art, it seems probable that lexico- 
graphy is fostered by the growth of historical consciousness and by the habit 
of collecting knowledge systematically. The artistic level of the composers 
hardly appears to enter into the matter. From the 15th to the 17th century, 
England produced a continual stream of musicians, who surpassed in numbers 
and excellence their German contemporaries. But historical awareness of 
music grew up in Germany much earlier than in England, and with it came 
the need for reference books. Consequently, the first general dictionary of 
music appeared at Leipsic in 1732, nearly a century and a half before its 
earliest English counterpart, the first edition of ‘ Grove.’ This was the har- 
binger of a steady flow of English lexicographical works which have amply 
made up for this late start. 

A Dictionary of Music and Musicians, edited by George Grove, began to 
appear in parts in 1878 and was completed in just over ten years. Like most 
standard works of its class, it was based on the principle of co-operative 
authorship. Its editor, who was knighted in 1883, was a civil engineer by 
profession, and a great amateur of music. He called in many English and 
continental specialists, a practice which has been followed increasingly in 
subsequent editions, each of which is still useful because it contains infor- 
mation that has had to be omitted from the next for reasons of space. The 
four volumes of the first edition grew to nine in the fifth, an expansion fairly 
commensurate with that of rnusical knowledge. The earliest limits, set in the 
first edition at A.D. 1450, have now receded into the prehistoric past, while 
its forward confines embrace electronic music and musique concréte. 

Be it said at once that the fifth edition of ‘Grove’ edited by Eric Blom 
(1954, Macmillan, £36) is indispensable, for it gives a wider range of musical 
information than any other reference book in any language. But it has faults 
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and errors some of which are perhaps inseparable from a work of its size and 
character. Its long tradition has proved the source of both strength and weak- 
ness. Hence come the excellent typography, the numerous detailed lists of 
works, and the balance between fact and opinion. But too many of the old 
articles have gone unrevised, and so are not on the level of the best of the 
new contributions—for instance on such multifarious topics as instruments, 
performance, song, ornamentation and Chinese music. 


“Grove’ will be used constantly by librarians, scholars, executants and 
ordinary music lovers, but few of the last will be able to afford to buy it. 
So there is clearly a place for a more compact general reference book at a 
price within the reach of that large musical public which radio and gramo- 
phone have helped to bring into being in the last thirty years. This need was 
realised nearly twenty years ago by Percy Scholes when he completed the 
first of three works, all issued by the Oxford University Press. This was 
the Oxford Companion to Music, of which the first edition came out in 1938, the 
ninth (63s.) in 1955. No other work of musical reference has gone through 
so many editions so quickly. It is worth mentioning that the second 
English edition of 1939 contained “A List of Books about Music in the English 
Language,’ based upon the compiler’s own extensive library. The success of 
this Companion has been due to an easy style of presentation, coupled with 
many unusual groupings and cross-sections of material, and an ingenious 
method of reference which saves much space. It is no disparagement of its 
accuracy to say that the Companion is an ideal book for intelligent browsing. 
In 1952 Scholes completed the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Music (reprinted 
1955, 18s.), which included some information about composers, executants 
and certain types of music (operas, tone poems, etc.) not in the Companion. 
The Oxford Junior Companion to Music (1954, 35s.) was planned on the same 
principles as the larger work but written in simpler language for children 
up to about sixteen. It is the first of its kind. 


Oscar Thompson’s International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians (1942, 
Dent) is a very substantial tome in one volume, running to over 2,300 pages. 
It is specially useful for American and lesser European composers, with some 
good lists of works, and devotes much space to opera plots. 


Another notable work is Eric Blom’s Everyman’s Dictionary of Music (1946; 
2nd edition 1954, Dent, 15s.), which compressed a wealth of information 
into a light, compact volume of 700 pages, with the aid of a clever system of 
abbreviation for continually repeated words. It contains many composers 
of secondary interest, and one of its unusual features is the inclusion of entries 
under poets and dramatists with lists of musical settings of their works. 
Of shorter, more popular works of general reference examples are Robert 
Illing’s A Dictionary of Music (1950, Penguin Books, 2s. 6d.) and the late 
Hubert Foss’s Concert-Goer’s Handbook (1946; 1951, News of the World). 
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In all general reference books of this kind, definitions of terms are scattered 
throughout the body of the text, but it is sometimes convenient to have 
them collected into a separate volume. Historically, it is interesting to note 
that the first work of musical reference ever printed, as early as about 1495, 
was devoted to terminology. It has had many successors, the earliest in Eng- 
lish being about 1720. There have been none of importance in recent years. 
By far the best was A Dictionary of Musical Terms by Sir John Stainer and 
W. A. Barrett (revised edition 1898), of which now only a much abridged 
edition is available as No. 21 of Novello’s Musical Primers (ss. 6d.). Fuller than 
this and very useful is A Concise Dictionary of Musical Terms by Frederick 
Niecks (1884; reprinted 1950, Augener, 7s. 6d.). 

We find a narrower principle of selection in a number of books devoted 
entirely to musical biography. Two of the earliest are David Baptie’s 
Musical Scotland, Past and Present, 1400-1894 (1894) which is useful but not 
always accurate, and British Musical Biography by J. D. Brown and S. S. 
Stratton (1897). The latter is still valuable for its inclusion of hundreds of 
secondary names not found elsewhere. Who’s Who in Music, edited by L. G- 
Pine (1950, Shaw Publishing Co.), covers the whole of the United Kingdom, 
with a small section on foreign musicians, and contains useful information 
about such matters as copyright, performing organisations and publishing. 
Percy Young’s A Critical Dictionary of Composers and Their Music (1954, 
Dobson, 30s.) attempts a new approach by giving succinct biographies with 
emphasis on performance and first-hand study. 

Mention must be made of a few biographical reference books which 
cover special periods and are still of value because they include names that 
are either not given in larger works or, if given, are sometimes inadequately 
treated. Such is A. Eaglefield Hull’s Dictionary of Modern Music and Musicians 
(1924, Dent) in which biography preponderates. It deals with composers 
active all over Europe and America from about 1880 onwards, a critical time 
in musical history. Two pioneer works were compiled by Jeffrey Pulver— 
A Biographical Dictionary of English Music (1927, Kegan Paul), to which his 
earlier Dictionary of Old English Music and Musical Instruments (1923, Kegan 
Paul) formed a distinct and necessary complement. Pulver anticipated the 
trend of much research that has been intensified in recent years, giving many 
references to manuscript sources; by no means all of his information has been 
incorporated in later dictionaries. 

There is a distinctive group of books for vocal music. John Julian’s Dic- 
tionary of Hymnology (1892; 2nd edition, reprinted 1925, Murray) is unique; 
but a new edition is badly needed to bring up to date its copious articles on 
the origin and history of the words and melodies of hymns. G. W. Stubbings’ 
A Dictionary of Church Music (1949, Epworth Press) covers Anglican, Non- 
conformist and Roman usage, and is a compact, useful book, the only one of 
its kind. But it needs consulting with caution, as it is not free from inaccu- 
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racies. In the field of opera, the most important book is Alfred Loewen- 
berg’s Annals of Opera, 1594-1940 (1943, Heffer). This was the first full-scale 
presentation of operas in a chronological order, with details of librettists, 
dates of performances all over the world, length of runs and a mass of other 
information. (A revised edition is shortly due for publication in Switzerland.) 
Gustav Kobbé’s Complete Opera Book, recently edited and revised by the 
Earl of Harewood (1954, Putnam, 45s.), was first published in America in 
1919, and has held its place ever since. It is perhaps on the fringe of reference 
books proper, but deserves mention here because summaries of plots are 
given to a limited degree in many larger general dictionaries, where lack of 
space is the restricting factor. “Kobbé’ summarises 237 plots (with liberal 
quotations of music), which are grouped in a broadly chronological order, 
by periods and again by composers. For folk song, there is Margaret Dean- 
Smith’s Guide to English Folk Song Collections (1954, University of Liverpool 
Press, 15s.) which gives the sources for and variants of several hundred songs, 
arranged alphabetically by title, with references to all the important collec- 
tions published as far back as 1822. 


Cobbett’s Cyclopedic Survey of Chamber Music (2 vols., 1929), the largest 
reference work in any language devoted to instrumental music, owed its 
inception to the enthusiasm of W. W. Cobbett, an amateur violinist, who 
enlisted the services of noted English and foreign critics, and appended 
to many of their contributions his own inimitable views and happy 
reminiscences. Analyses of all important works in the repertoire are followed 
by useful lists of works, with publishers. These two volumes will be re- 
printed in due course by the Oxford University Press, with the addition of 
a third new volume by Colin Mason (assisted by Nicholas Slonimsky), which 
will cover the period since 1929 and will, in addition, contain corrections and 
revisions to the first two volumes. The popularity of instrumental music has 
produced an ingenious attempt to solve the problem of identifying a tune if 
the composer’s name is forgotten. Two Americans, Harold Barlow and 
Sam Morgenstern, compiled a Dictionary of Musical Themes (1949, Williams 
& Norgate; reprinted 1955, Benn, 45s.) in which some ten thousand 
melodies from works by musicians of many periods and nationalities are 
arranged according to an ingenious ‘notation index,’ from which a tune can be 
picked out in a simplified form and traced to the composer’s name and work. 


In the immense and ever-expanding field of gramophone records, guides 
of different kinds are needed. Records fall roughly into two categories— 
pre-electric discs, made before 1925; and those electrically manufactured 
from 1925 onwards. The latter can in turn be grouped into records made to 
revolve at 78 revolutions per minute, and the long-playing discs which since 
1948 have virtually supplanted the 78s with speeds of 45 or 334 r.p.m. Early 
records, especially of vocal music, made before 1920, have become valuable 
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pieces for the collector, and are the subject of such special reference books as 
Robert Bauer’s The New Catalogue of Historical Records 1898-1908/9 (1947, 
Sidgwick & Jackson; sos.) and P. G. Hurst's The Golden Age Recorded (The 
Author, 1946). There is at present no comprehensive catalogue of records 
issued between that date and 1925, but the succeeding period is faithfully 
covered in The World’s Encyclopedia of Recorded Music by F. F. Clough and 
G. J. Cuming (1952, Sidgwick & Jackson, 105s. including first supplement; 
second supplement 1954, $0s.). This includes practically all electrical re- 
cordings of serious music, arranged by composers. It is a scholarly and 
astonishingly accurate compilation, but gives no comment on merit. 

The need for this has arisen from the purchaser’s point of view because of 
the immense flood of records issued since 1945, often with many duplications 
of the same work. Two well-known critics, Edward Sackville-West and 
Desmond Shawe-Taylor, undertook the Herculean task of providing a 
critical guide to all serious music in The Record Guide (1951, Collins). This 
was succeeded by The Record Year (1952, 1953, Collins, 18s. each volume), 
which established itself as a standard work of reference for collectors, but this 
in turn has been superseded by a revised edition of The Record Guide (1955, 
Collins, 35s.) which includes all records from 1951 to 1954. 

A species of reference book totally neglected by British publishers until 
recently is the thematic catalogue; most works of this kind have hitherto 
been issued in German. The sole, but notable English contribution is O. E. 
Deutsch’s Schubert: Complete Thematic Catalogue of his Works in Chrono- 
logical Order (1951, Dent, 60s.). This gives the opening bars of every piece in 
Schubert's vast output; particulars of the original edition; location of the 
autograph; details of first performances where known. The dating of printed 
editions of music, which from about 1700 to 1885 hardly ever bear a date, is 
an intricate process, based partly on the study of publishers’ numbers which 
are very frequently found at the foot of each page. This, too, has been a 
speciality of O. E. Deutsch, whose Music Publishers’ Numbers: A Selection of 
40 Dated Lists, 1710-1900 (1946, Aslib, 5s.) is invaluable, and covers mainly 
Austrian and German firms. There are two other cognate books, both very 
important, and dealing with different aspects of the same subject—Music 
Publishing in the British Isles from the Earliest Times to the Middle of the Nine- 
teenth Century. A Dictionary of Engravers, Printers, Publishers, and Music 
Sellers, compiled by Charles Humphries and William C. Smith (1954, 
Cassell, 63s.), and A Dictionary of Parisian Music Publishers, 1700-1950 by 
Cecil Hopkinson (1954, privately printed, 80s.). 

Mr. A. Hyatt King has been Superintendent of the Music Room of the British Museum since 
1944. He is President of the International Association of Music Libraries, Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the British Institute of Recorded Sound, and Editor of the Proceedings of the 


Royal Musical Association. An authority on Mozart, he recently completed Mozart in Retrospect: 


Studies in Criticism and Bibliography, which was published at the end of 1955 by the Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. 








THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albermarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Bibliographies 
BRITISH UNION-CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS. A Record of 
the Periodicals of the World, from the Seventeenth Century to the Present Day, in 
British Libraries. Vol. 1, A-C. Edited for the Council of the British Union-Catalogue 
of Periodicals by James D. Stewart, with Muriel E. Hammond and Erwin Saenger. 
Butterworth, 190s. 1955. 28°5 cm. 723 pages. 
This most important reference work, although limited to the periodicals, British and 
foreign, represented in British libraries, is nevertheless a great contribution towards a 
complete bibliography of this form of publication. Certain types of periodicals are 
excluded, mainly newspapers first published after 1799, annual reports of a purely 
administrative nature, directories, time tables, etc. But it includes all publications 
commonly regarded as periodicals, proceedings of academies, universities, societies 
and institutions, periodical reports on research, year books, and series issued by 
universities and societies. Arranged in alphabetical order of titles, it not only shows the 
wealth of material published in periodical form, but directs the enquirer to the library 
where each item can be found. A clear and concise statement on arrangement and use 
forms a valuable introduction. (016-05) 


*® PECTROGRAPHIC ABSTRACTS. Abstracts of Literature on Infra-Red 


Spectroscopy published during the period January-June, 1954. Ministry of Supply. 

No. 1, November 1954. H.M. Stationery Office. Published twice annually : 6s. a copy. 

33 cm. Mimeographed. 
These abstracts are clearly and concisely written and intelligible to persons not 
necessarily specialist in their fields. They cover a very comprehensive range of world 
literature on infra-red spectroscopy published between January and June 1954, 
marshalling it in eighty pages under headings of Instrumentation, Sample Form and 
Preparation, Calibration and Recording Data, Solvents, Gas Analysis and Spectra, 
with special sections on spectra-structure correlations and the effects of temperature 
and pressure on spectra. The abstracts are a most useful addition to literature in a 
scientific field of rapidly growing importance. (016-5391) 


MODERN ADULT FICTION for School and College Libraries. Compiled 
by Norman Culpan. School Library Association, 4s. limp covers; 5s. boards. 1955. 
24 cm. $6 pages. 

This guide to the choice of twentieth-century fiction for sixth-form reading covers 

books published since 1918, with a short list of critical works on the Modern Novel, 

chosen and annotated for the use of sixth form and other students. There is a useful 
preface by the compiler, and the annotations give valuable guidance. The list should 
be useful to librarians and students in training and technical colleges and in adult 

education classes, as well as to sixth form readers. (016-8239) 
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Miscellanies 


THE SPOKEN WORD. A Selection from Twenty-five Years of The Listener, 

chosen and introduced by Richard Church. Collins, 16s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 318 pages. 
Clearly there was a real embarras de richesse here from which to choose; yet it might be 
wondered whether the limitations of the medium, which is confined to the short 
broadcast talk or poem, would not: be too severe to make an interesting book. In 
practice these pieces wear remarkably well, and they have been deliberately chosen for 
the incisiveness of their expression. There are travel-sketches, fragments of auto- 
biography, portraits of the great and, among the most memorable, records of those 
scenes of war and peace which have won a place in the annals of our time. A remark- 
able anthology edited with notable skill. (082) 


COUNTRY LIFE ANNUAL, 1956. Country Life, 7s.6d. 1955. 33-5 cm. 
220 pages, including advertisements. Numerous illustrations, including 28 colour 
photographs. Paper covers. 

A medley of articles and illustrations from the well-known weekly magazine Country 

Life, dealing with a great variety of subjects. British prehistory, Agriculture and the 

Atom, golfing hazards, Chinese ceramic art, gardening, scenery, wild life, antique 

furniture, silver candlesticks, paintings, motoring, women’s fashions and many other 

interests of life in Britain and other countries are included, but this entertaining 
anthology, like the magazine itself, maintains a distinctive flavour of British rural life. 
(082) 


THE WEEK-END BOOK. A new edition: the former features revised 
and amplified and six new sections; all freshly embellished. Edited by Sir Francis 
Meynell, advised by Sylvia Mulvey and Gerald Barry. Nonesuch Press, 15s. 1955. 
19°5 cm. $90 pages. Numerous drawings. Map. Musical examples. Tables. Indexes. 

Here is a period piece which has matured instead of dating. Characteristic as it was 

of the 1920’s, when it first appeared and sold in great numbers, in this new, much 

revised edition it is as entertaining as ever. ‘Great Poems’, ‘Hate Poems’ and ‘State 

Poems’ have now been joined by ‘Late Poems’, a selection of modern poetry as 

‘unrepresentative’ as the others. There are sections, in prose, on birds and their songs, 

wild flowers, the stars, food and drink, architecture, first aid and other things, with 

ample selections of indoor games and of rounds and songs, with music. The book is 
still ostensibly designed for the English townsman spending a week-end in the country, 

and still in fact provides much good mixed reading for anyone anywhere. (082) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


FINAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS AND METHODS 
OF PSYCHO-ANALYSIS. Sandor Ferenczi. Edited by Michael Balint. 
Translated from the German and the Hungarian by Eric Mosbacher and others. 
Hogarth Press and the Institute of Psycho-Analysis, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 448 pages. 
s diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (International Psycho-Analytical Library, No. 48) 

Although this final round-up of Ferenczi’s technical writings on psycho-analysis 

(apart from his correspondence with Freud and a ‘scientific diary’) includes many 

fragments of little intrinsic value, it also contains papers that exemplify his remark: able 

insight. He was one of the most interesting of Freud’s early disciples, and his insight 
led him several times towards deviations (sometimes very valuable) from orthodox 

Freudian doctrine, but he always recanted sufficiently to avoid a schism. These almost 
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totalitarian recantations, together with the relative simplicity of outlook at some 
points and great subtlety at others, reflect remarkably the condition of the Freudian 
movement in the 1920’s. (131-34) 


THE MENTALLY RETARDED CHILD. A Guide for Parents. 
Abraham Levinson. Edited with a preface to the British edition by Kay McDougall. 
Introduction by Pearl S$. Buck. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 128 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

For the British edition of this helpful guide by an American Professor of Paediatrics, 

Kay McDougall, a British psychiatric social worker, is responsible. Dr. Levinson advises 

parents how to adjust their own lives to their retarded child and gives them some 

information regarding diagnosis, causes, prevention and treatment. In the later 
chapters on history, care and training, the editor draws attention to British develop- 
ments, recent legislation and the medical, social and educational services which it 

provides. (136-76) 


ETHICS. Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Edited by Eberhard Bethge. Translated from 
the German by Neville Horton Smith. S.C.M. Press, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 358 pages. 
Indexes. (Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

Compiled from drafts written and partly revised by Pastor Bonhoeffer before his 

wartime imprisonment and subsequent execution, this book discusses the nature of 

ethics, together with the traditional ethical concepts, from a position which regards 
ethics as ‘the experience of obligation’ and, on general metaphysical grounds, as being 
of essentially divine origin and inspiration. In consequence, the argument proceeds in 
terms of situations rather than propositions—a radical departure from contemporary 
British enquiry and one which gives the book its distinctive value, but which restricts 
its appeal to specialists in ethics and moral theology. (171) 


KANT’S METAPHYSICS AND THEORY OF SCIENCE. Gottfried 
Martin. Translated from the German by P. G. Lucas. Manchester University Press 
(Manchester), 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 226 pages. Tables. Notes. Index. 

Professor Martin’s book in the original German edition was welcomed as a landmark 

in Kantian studies. This English translation is as lucid as the subject itself permits and 

will be equally welcomed by English readers. Professor Martin believes that the 

Critique of Pure Reason, rather than any other of Kant’s works, holds the essentials of 

his philosophy, and is in fact an elaborate commentary on the problems raised by 

Newtonian science, particularly in the form in which they are dealt with in the 

Clarke-Leibniz correspondence. His grasp of modern advances in the philosophy of 

science, and particularly in the philosophy of mathematics, enables him to clarify many 

doubtful points in Kant’s thought. (193) 


RELIGION 


THE HOLY BIBLE. A Translation from the Latin Vulgate in the light 
of the Hebrew and Greek originals by Ronald Knox. Authorized by the Hierarchy 
of England and Wales and the Hierarchy of Scotland. One-volume edition. 
Burns & Oates, 60s. morocco; 45s. lambskin; 30s. cloth. 1955. 22°5 cm. 1,216 pages. 
4 maps. 

Mgr. Ronald Knox’s translations of the New Testament (1944) and the Old Testament 

(1949 and 1950) are here presented in one volume in which the various suggestions 

for verbal changes made by reviewers and others have been taken into account. It is 
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hardly possible to speak too highly of this translation or indeed of the typography of 
the Cambridge University Press where it was printed. Fresh meaning is imported into 
familiar passages not by so-called popular renderings but by lucid prose shorn of 
archaisms yet charged with simple dignity. All Bible lovers will rejoice in this out- 
standing literary achievement. (220-5) 


THE FLOOD AND NOAH’S ARK. André Parrot. Translated from 
the French by Edwin Hudson. S.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 76 pages. 4 photo- 
— 11 illustrations in text. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Studies in Biblical 
Archaeology, No. 1) 

In this translation of the second edition of his Déluge et Arche de Noé, Professor Parrot, 

the distinguished French archaeologist, sets out the biblical and extra-biblical evidence 

for the Flood, showing that the Israelite account is based on a Mesopotamian tradition 
which derives probably from an actual inundation. He discusses early and later ideas of 
the Ark and enjoys himself at the expense of modern seekers for Noah’s vessel. 

Several popular misconceptions are corrected in this sensible and very readable book. 

It will be found a useful guide by students, teachers and others interested in ascertaining 

the facts and their true significance. (220-93) 


THE FOURTH GOSPEL IN RECENT CRITICISM AND 
INTERPRETATION. Wilbert Francis Howard. 4th edition revised by C. K. 
Barrett. Epworth Press, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 342 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The late Dr.W. F. Howard was a renowned New Testament scholar, and this volume, 

first published in 1931, was at once acclaimed as an indispensable survey of the 

problems presented by the Fourth Gospel. Since that date there have been important 
developments in the study of the Fourth Gospel of which account is taken in this new 
edition. While the body of the work remains unaltered, marginal notes have been 
added, together with two short chapters dealing with criticism and interpretation of 
the Gospel between 1933 and 1951 and an article contributed by Dr. Howard to the 
Journal of Theological Studies. (226-5) 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. Introduction and Commentary 
by A. M. Hunter. THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. Introduction 
and Commentary by William Neil. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. each. 1955. 19 cm. 134: 
144 pages. Bibliography. (Torch Bible Commentaries) 

The Commentaries are intended for the general reader and written with a view to 

elucidating the message of the different books and showing their relation to the Bible 

as a whole. While the results of critical scholarship are taken into account, an attempt 
is made to show that the modern approach to the Scriptures yields constructive results. 

Professor Hunter of the University of Aberdeen deals with the Epistle to the Romans 

which is crucial to an understanding of Christian doctrines and provides an excellent 

guide to its interpretation. His brief introduction discusses the date and place of 
writing, constituency, the plan of the letter and its relevance today. The paraphrases 
are suggestive and the comments, necessarily brief, are illuminating. Dr. Neil of the 

University of Nottingham has, in one sense, a more difficult task, since the Epistle to 

the Hebrews seems to many readers to be remote and obscure. He succeeds, however, 

in showing that it has a direct bearing on the life and thought of the Church in our 
own time. His introductory notes discuss place of origin, date, the occasion of writing, 
authorship and teaching. In the commentary, a connected account is given of the 
argument of the Epistle and the message of the writer stands out in bold relief. 
(227-1) (227-8) 
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THEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. Vol. II. Rudolf Bultmann. 
Translated from the German by Kendrick Grobel. S.C.M. Press, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
284 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 


ESSAYS: Philosophical and Theological. Rudolf Bultmann. Translated from the 
German by James C. G. Greig. S.C.M. Press, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 350 pages. Indexes. 
(Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

The name of Rudolf Bultmann of the University of Marburg is widely associated with 

the attempt to set Christianity free from outworn beliefs and to reinterpret it in the 

light of Christian existentialism which implies that man passes through his response 
to the Christian revelation to a new understanding of himself. The previous volume of 
his Theology dealt with the Synoptic Gospels, the ‘kerygma’ of the primitive Church 

and the teaching of St. Paul. The second volume, which represents volumes II and I 

of the German edition, is concerned with the Gospel of John and the Johannine 

epistles, the rise of Church order, the development of doctrine and the problem of 

Christian living. In the Essays the basic convictions adumbrated in the Theology are 

illustrated by a discussion of ethical, political, cultural and ecclesiastical questions such 

as natural revelation, humanism and Christianity, the significance of the idea of 
freedom for Western civilisation, and forms of human community. There is no dispute 
about the learning which lies behind these volumes and in many places there is much 
that is illuminating, constructive and profound. But the radical historical criticism of 
the New Testament for which there seems to be little justification, the ease with which 

Hellenistic mysticism and gnostic ‘motifs’ are invoked and the dominance of the 

existential standpoint result in an exposition of the biblical message that cannot easily 

be related to the historic Christian Faith. (230) 


CYRIL OF JERUSALEM and NEMESIUS OF EMESA. Edited and 
translated from the Greek by William Telfer. S.C.M. Press, 30s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 
466 pages. 3 plans. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of Christian Classics, Vol. IV) 


LUTHER: LETTERS OF SPIRITUAL COUNSEL. Edited and 
translated from the German by Theodore G. Tappert. S.C.M. Press, 30s. 1955. 
23°5 cm. 368 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of Christian Classics, 
Vol. XVIII) 

The publishers are to be congratulated on these attractively produced volumes in a 

series designed to present a selection of classical Christian texts freshly edited and in 

some cases translated for the first time. The fourth volume gives extracts from the 
catechetical lectures of Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem in the fourth century, a letter from 

Cyril to Constantius and the treatise of Nemesius, bishop of Emesa probably towards 

the end of the fourth century. Cyril’s lectures to adult converts preparing for baptism 

during the Lenten season formed a complete summary of instruction in the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Christian Faith. Nothing is known about Nemesius except 
what can be gleaned from the treatise; the work itself, however, is of some importance 
for the history of doctrine and as a source of Hellenistic thought in the post-classical 
era. Mr. Telfer has written an excellent introduction to the lectures and the treatise, 
while the notes supply information needful for an understanding of the text. Luther’s 
letters of spiritual counsel, of which about 3,000 are extant, reveal him in his true and 
perhaps characteristic role as a shepherd of souls. A fresh selection is here made by the 
editor, who provides a new and readable translation with a useful introduction and 
brief but relevant and illuminating notes. (230) (240) 


II 








THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING OF THE CROSS. Leon Morris. 
Tyndale Press, 158. 1955. 22*5 cm. 296 pages. Indexes. 
The author (Vice-Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne) aims at interpreting certain 
key-words in the New Testament teaching about the Cross since he believes that the 
ambiguity which attaches to them in modern theological literature causes needless 
confusion. He examines such words as redemption, covenant, the blood, propitiation, 
reconciliation and justification in the light of the Greek Old Testament, the papyri 
and the Rabbinic writings, and proceeds to relate them to the New Testament setting. 
Students of theology will find much valuable material collated in this lucid and 
careful survey. (232'3) 


JESUS IN HIS TIME. Daniel-Rops. Translated from the French by 
R.W. Millar. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 492 pages. Map. Chronology. 
Index. 

The author, in this volume, which has been translated into fifteen languages, provides 

us with a graphic and moving picture of Jesus in relation to His own time, 

unembarrassed by the difficulties which cause many scholars to hesitate about writing 

‘a life of Christ’. While readers will not find much light on crucial historical and 

literary problems, they will be impressed by the reconstruction of the Jewish 

and pagan environment of the first century as well as by the striking delineation of 
incidents in the Gospels. Dramatic power, insight and reverence combine to make the 

central Figure come alive in these pages. (232-9) 


LUTHER: LETTERS OF SPIRITUAL COUNSEL. Edited and 
translated from the German by Theodore G. Tappert. S.C.M. Press, 30s. 1955. 
23°5 cm. 368 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of Christian Classics, Vol. XVII) 

See under CYRIL OF JERUSALEM and NEMESIUS OF EMESA, 


page II. (240) 


THE BENT WORLD. A Christian Examination of East-West Tensions. 
J. V. Langmead Casserley. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 248 pages. 
Index. 

In this pungent, courageous and provocative volume, the author first considers the 

meaning of Russo-Marxism and explores the secret of its appeal. Secondly, the anti- 

Marxist propaganda is scrutinised, and dismissed as ill-informed and inept; too often 

it is handled by thinkers whose own philosophy is secularised and divorced from 

Christian roots. Finally, the place of the Christian Church in the conflict between 

Russo-Marxism and Western civilisation is discussed and a plea is made for a Christian 

reinterpretation of existence which yields a new understanding of what both of these 

contending forces seek to represent. (261) 


ROYAL PRIESTHOOD. T. F. Torrance. Oliver & Boyd, 9s. 1955. 
21°$ cm. 118 pages. Paper covers. (Scottish Journal of Theology: Occasional Papers, 
No. 3) 

THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF THE MINISTRY. J. K. S. Reid. 
Oliver & Boyd, 5s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 56 pages. Paper covers. (Scottish Journal of Theology 
Occasional Papers, No. 4) 

Both papers are concerned with the nature of the Christian ministry and are written 

by Presbyterians. Professor Torrance of the University of Edinburgh examines the 

doctrine of priesthood in the New Testament in the light of the function of the Church 
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as the Body of Christ. In a chapter on the priesthood of the Church, he submits that 
the conception of the Suffering Servant is that which determines the nature of the 
priesthood of the Church. A vigorous discussion closes with a plea for a corporate 
episcopate or a fuller integration of the episcopate with the presbyterate in the ministry 
of Word and Sacrament. Professor Reid of Leeds University also addresses himself to 
the doctrine of the ministry in the New Testament and subjects to drastic criticism the 
view propounded in the volume The Apostolic Ministry that the episcopacy is 
the essential ministry of the Church. With marked clarity and learning, he contends 
that the episcopacy is an order within the ministry of a Church which Christ draws up 
into His own perpetual ministry. (262-1) 


JOHN WHITGIFT AND THE REFORMATION. Powel Mills Dawley. 
Black, 15s. 1955. 21 cm. 268 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hale Lectures) 
The Professor of Eccelesiastical History in the General Theological Seminary, New 
York, has been engaged for some years on a full-scale biography of Elizabeth I’s third 
archbishop, John Whitgift. An invitation to deliver a course of lectures led to these 
reflections on the problems with which his Whitgift studies have been concerned. 
Primarily, his aim is to explain the background out of which the Anglican tradition 
emerged, an explanation well justified, since, as the author contends, even those within 
that tradition have not always understood the Elizabethans and their Church, for it 
rested on foundations wholly English, of which neither Puritan nor Romanist 
opponents approved. Whitgift, for Dr. Dawley, is the typical English churchman, and 
it is with his contribution to the Anglican Church that he is concerned. The book will 
be useful to all students of ecclesiastical history, and to many less specialist readers. 
(274205) 
CHURCH AND PARISH. Studies in Church Problems, illustrated from 
the Parochial History of St. Margaret’s, Westminster. The Bishop Paddock 
Lectures for 1953-4. Charles Smyth. S.P.C.K., 17s.6d. 1955. 22*5 cm. 280 pages. 
5 plates. Facsimile. Notes. Index. 
Canon Smyth discusses six issues of first importance in the life of the Church as they 
arise in the history of St. Margaret’s, Westminster, the parish church of the House of 
Commons of which he is rector. They are: citizen and churchman, the Church under 
persecution, religious education, new wine in old bottles, liberalism, the prodigality 
and carefulness of God. We are reminded that the historian of a parish does not need 
to be parochial, and no further proof is required than this racy well-documented and 
scholarly history of St. Margaret's. Not only is light shed upon national history during 
the past three hundred years but the investigations undertaken serve as a starting-point 
for the consideration of questions of universal significance. In the course of the story 
some arresting characters emerge. The book is a treasury of delight. (283-421) 


THE DOUKHOBORS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. Edited by Harry 
B. Hawthorn. Dent (Toronto, Canada), $5-50. 1955. 19 cm. 300 pages. 24 photo- 
graphs. Endpaper maps. Index. 

This documentary, containing the reports of six specialists of the University of British 

Columbia, was prepared at the request of the British Columbia Government. The first 

sections deal with the present situation of the Doukhobors, the differences and 

similarities within the group, their economic and social life, their prosperity under 

Peter Verigin and their bankruptcy under his son. There is a chapter on family life, 

and one dealing with personality characteristics and psychological problems. The 

passivism of the Doukhobors is discussed, for it is a part even of the conflicting mental 
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srate of the fanatical Sons of Freedom, the minority chiefly responsible for the 
notoriety of the whole group by their resort to arson, nudism an dynamiting. In 
conclusion, there is a summary of recommendations, some of which have already been 
implemented. (289-9) 


THE RELIGION OF AN INDIAN TRIBE. Verrier Elwin. Oxford 
University Press (Bombay and London), Rs. 25; 50s. 1955. 23 cm. 622 pages. 72 photo- 
graphs (1 in colour). 63 diagrams. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This extensive, very detailed, and well-illustrated account of the religion of the Saora 

tribe—an aboriginal hill tribe of Orissa—is a notable contribution by the author of 

extensive studies of Indian tribes, their religion, arts, and social organisation. In his 
capacity as anthropologist to the Government of Orissa, he had ample opportunity 
for extensive contact with the Saora, and particularly with their ‘shamans’, half-priest, 
half witch-doctor, who act as intermediaries between the material and the spirit world. 
This is a particularly useful book for students of comparative religion. (299-11) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
STUDIES IN COMMUNICATION contributed to the Communication 
Research Centre, University College, London. Introduction by B. Ifor Evans. 
Secker & Warburg, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 190 pages. Plates. Diagrams. 
In 1953, a Communication Research Centre was formed at University College, 
London, and the nine papers in this volume are the first printed evidence of its 
activities. They deal with problems of communication in widely different fields of 
study, each contributor being an expert in a particular field. As the mathematical 
theory of communication is essentially a branch of electrical engineering, and only in 
this field have exact concepts been developed, there is a tendency for other disciplines 
to borrow the terminology and ideas of the communications engineer, even when the 
parallel is far from exact. Nevertheless the book emphasises the great need which 
exists for a comprehensive approach to the study of communication and publication 
of further volumes will be eagerly awaited. (301-243) 


POPULATION AND PLANNED PARENTHOOD IN INDIA. 
S. Chandrasekhar. Introduction by Dr. Julian Huxley. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
1955. 22 cm. 120 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Chandrasekhar, Director of the Indian Institute for Population Studies, is the 

author of Hungry People and Empty Lands and of numerous articles on population 

questions. His new study is of particular importance, much of it having been written 
as the Presidential Address of the first All-India Population and Family Planning 

Conference. Showing that the population of India is growing by some five million 

people a year, an increase which he feels that the economic resources of the country 

are unable to bear, he argues the case for family planning, and shows how it may be 

brought about. (301-32) 


Political Science 

THE POLITICAL THOUGHT OF THE GERMAN ROMANTICS, 
1793-1815. Edited with an introduction by H. S. Reiss. Translated from the 
German by H. S. Reiss and P. Brown. Blackwell (Oxford), 15s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
220 pages. Bibliography. (Blackwell’s Political Texts) 

The influence of the German Romantics on the subsequent history of their country 

was disastrous, and we have seen in our own generation the culminating effect of their 
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irrational ideology. Though they stimulated some modes of political thinking in 
England, they imbued German thought for a century and a half with a 
romantic nationalism that is repellent to the western mind. This volume of extracts 
from the writings of the leading Romantic political theorists—Fichte, Novalis, Adam 
Miiller, Schleiermacher and Savigny—with its substantial, scholarly and lucid 
introduction by Dr. Reiss, is an important contribution to our understanding of 
German thought and feeling today. (320-1) 


FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS IN INDIA. Alan Gledhill. Stevens & Sons, 
258. 1955. 21 cm. 150 pages. Tables. Index. 


Probably the most interesting development in Indian law since the establishment of 
the Republic has been the application by the courts of the Fundamental Rights. This 
book is an account of these Rights in the Indian Constitution, their interpretation by 
the courts and the procedure for their enforcement. The Rights include the right to 
equality, to freedom of thought and action, to hold property and follow an avocation, 
the right to life and personal liberty, protection against exploitation and compensation 
for expropriation. The last chapters deal with the procedure for amending and 
curtailing the Rights, and there is finally an assessment of their value as guarantees of 
personal freedom. (323°40954) 


BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY: Some Relevant Documents, January 
1950-April 1955. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 8s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 
136 pages. 

This collection is intended for students such as those who attend Workers’ Educational 

Association classes. Of the twenty documents reproduced, fifteen have already 

appeared as Command Papers. The remaining five include the Balkan and Anzus 

pacts and an extract from the Egyptian green book of 1951. Any selection of this kind 
is open to criticism, but this booklet will certainly prove useful to many who need an 

easily available framework for their studies. (327-42) 


DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY, 1919-1939. 
Edited by E. L. Woodward and Rohan Butler. Third series. Vol. IX. 1939. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 50s. 1955. 25 cm. $40 pages. 

Except for the index, this volume completes Series III. Its subject is the same as 

Vol. VIII (reviewed in British Book News, October 1955), namely, British policy in the 

Far East during the year immediately preceding the outbreak of war in September 

1939. (327°42) 


LENIN AND HIS RIVALS. The Struggle for Russia’s Future, 1898-1906. 
Donald W. Treadgold. Methuen, 35s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 300 pages. Chronology. 
Notes. Index. 

The Assistant Professor of Russian History in the University of Washington traces 

the growth of the main political parties of pre-revolutionary Russia—the Socialist 

Revolutionaries, the Social Democrats (Bolsheviks and Mensheviks) and the Con- 

stitutional Democrats (Kadets)—and their relations with one another from their first 

emergence in the last years of the nineteenth century down to the abortive revolution 
of 1905. He examines the reasons for the failure of that attempt to reorganise Russia 
on a constitutional basis. The story is a tangled one, told in full detail: the last chapter 
is a clear and able review of the main outlines with some interesting deductions and 
comments on Bolshevik ‘Popular Front’ tactics. (329°947) 


Cc 1§ 








Economics 


THE GREAT ECONOMISTS. Their Lives and their Conceptions of 
the World. Robert L. Heilbroner. Revised for publication in England with two 
supplementary chapters by Paul Streeten. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 28s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
320 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This book was first published in the United States under the title The Worldly 

Philosophers. Written in a chatty, readable style, it gives short sketches of the lives and 

contributions of outstanding economists, including Adam Smith, Malthus, Ricardo, 

Robert Owen, John Stuart Mill, Marx, Edgeworth, Veblen and Keynes. The two 

additional chapters by Paul Streeten deal with ‘reformed capitalism in Britain’, and 

include a general discussion of the planned world of today. The particular appeal of the 
book is to readers who, anxious to understand the references to economic matters in 
periodicals and elsewhere, find themselves rather bewildered by theoretical textbooks. 


(330°15) 


THE MECHANISM OF CHEAP MONEY. A Study of British 
Monetary Policy, 1931-1939. Edward Nevin. University of Wales Press (Cardiff ), 
258. 1955. 22 cm. 364 pages. 3 charts. 56 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Nevin, who is Lecturer in Economics in the University College of Wales, 

Aberystwyth, undertook the research for this book at Cambridge, where he held a 

Houblon-Norman Fellowship, and his survey deserves the careful attention of other 

workers in the field. Beginning with an explanation of the collapse of the gold 

standard, he analyses the workings of monetary policy in the succeeding years, and 
estimates the extent to which its effectiveness was influenced by changes in the general 
economic situation. Following the same principles, he indicates the factors which may 

now be modifying the effects of monetary policy. (332-4942) 


RURAL INDUSTRIES IN THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY. 
Ian Shannon. F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), 
22s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 160 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

The author, as one of the few trained agricultural economists in Australia, is well 

qualified to make this study interpreting economic changes in recent decades, and 

their expression in Australian rural industries. His particular interest lies in the effect 
which Government policies have had on rural production, and he suggests new 
policies which might be followed in facing future economic changes. The book is 
written in a manner to appeal not only to the economic expert but also to the interested 
layman. (338-1) 


THE MAGIC OF DIAMONDS. A. Monnickendam. Hammond, Hammond, 
18s. 195. 22 cm. 192 pages. 28 illustrations. 15 diagrams. Index. 
This is a brief and popular account of diamonds, by a man who has spent a life-time as 
a diamond cutter and merchant. After surveying the world history of this precious 
stone, with particular emphasis on the story of the diamond in roth century South 
Africa, the author continues with an account of the use of the stone, both commer- 
cially and as an object of adornment. The later part of the book includes information 
on cutting and polishing. Not the least interesting side-light is the admiration the 
author has for the synthetic diamond, regarded purely as a scientific achievement. 
(338-27) 
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THE ROLE OF THE ECONOMIST AS OFFICIAL ADVISER. 
W. A. Jéhr and H. W Singer. Translated from the German by Jane Degras and 
Stephen Frowein. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 162 pages. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

On the basis of Die Beurteilung konkreter wirtschaftspolitischer Probleme, by Professor 

Johr, of the Handels-t Jochschule, St. Gallen, and a review of it in the Economic Journal 

by Dr. Singer, the writers have produced this expansion of Professor Jéhr’s work, 

with contributions from Dr. Singer on the functions and experience of economists 
engaged on the research staff of international organisations. In its present form the 
book, whose interest is not confined to professional economists, gives a good idea of 
the problems facing the economist who is engaged by a government department or 
international body, whether on a specific enquiry or a long-term project. (338-9) 


Law 


THE ROAD TO JUSTICE. Sir Alfred Denning. Stevens & Sons, 10s.6d. 
19$§. 20°5 cm. 126 pages. 
Sir Alfred Denning, a Lord Justice of the Court of Appeal, here publishes five of his 
addresses given in overseas countries in the past two years. They deal with important 
contemporary problems in the administration of justice. First, he defines justice and 
deals with the question of a fair trial, and then discusses the role of the judge, the role 
of the legal practitioner, and the indispensable place of a free press. His last lecture, 
‘Eternal Vigilance’, deals with the need to preserve genuine freedom of contract, 
responsible freedom of association by employed and employers, freedom from injury, 
or rather the provision of compensation for those injured, and, lastly, freedom of 
religion. (340°04) 


ANNUAL DIGEST AND REPORTS OF PUBLIC INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW CASES. Being a Selection from the Decisions of 
International and National Courts and Tribunals and Military Courts given during 
the Year 1949. Edited by H. Lauterpacht. Butterworth, 70s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 638 pages. 
Tables. Index. 

This further annual volume gives accounts in English of international law cases during 

1949. Chapters cover the main subjects of international law; part one is on inter- 

national law in general, and the remaining parts deal with states as international 

persons, state territory, jurisdiction, state responsibility, the individual in international 
law, diplomatic and consular matters, treaties, international organisation and disputes 

and war and neutrality. The volume has again been edited by Dr. Lauterpacht, now a 

judge of the International Court of Justice, assisted by a team of specialist contributors. 


(341) 


THE TRANSFER OF CHATTELS IN THE CONFLICT OF LAWS. 
A Comparative Study. Pierre A. Lalive. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 22*5 cm. 
220 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Particular voluntary assignments of chattels inter vivos, mainly by way of sale or gift, 

present considerable legal complications when other systems of law are involved. 

English authorities are scanty, and this comparative study is therefore the more 

valuable. The plan of the work follows roughly the stages of a conflict case. After an 

examination of the problems of characterisation—the definition of the juridical 
problem—subsequent chapters deal with the question of choice of law, such as the 
personal law of the owner, or the so-called lex situs theory (related to the situation of 
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the property), which is dealt with in three chapters. The author then deals with the 
transfer and the contract to transfer chattels and with a change of situs when the 
situation of the chattel changes. (341-59) 


THE PROOF OF GUILT. A Study of the English Criminal Trial. 
Glanville Williams. Stevens & Sons, 17s.6d. 1955. 18°5 cm. 302 pages. (Hamlyn 
Lectures, Seventh Series) 


These lectures survey the procedure and assess the effectiveness of the English system 
of criminal procedure. After an historical introduction, Dr. Williams describes the 
position of the judge during a trial, and compares it with the continental position. 
He then deals with and criticises the right of the accused not to give evidence. Later 
chapters deal with the examination of witnesses, mistaken and invented evidence, the 
burden of proof and the principles of excluding certain types of evidence such as 
hearsay and character. The final chapters deal with the trial of several defendants at 
the same time, and an account of, and arguments for and against, the jury system. 
The last chapter is on magistrates’ courts. (343-0942) 


A MANUAL OF THE LAW OF REAL PROPERTY. R. E. Megarry. 
2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 37s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 698 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Glossary. Index. 

Since its first appearance in 1946, this text-book has established itself as an authoritative 

and most useful work on English real property for students. Its nineteen chapters cover 

the main aspects of the law and deal also with wills and intestacy, contracts and 
conveyancing, leases and tenancies, recent developments in statute law and many new 
judicial decisions, while a chapter has been added to this edition on the social control of 
land. The author is Reader in Equity in the Inns of Court. (347°2) 


MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY LAW. Edited by W. Friedmann. 
Stevens & Sons, 63s. 1955. 24 cm. 480 pages. Index. (University of Toronto, School of 
Law, Comparative Law Series, Vol. 2) 

This book deals with the law of matrimonial property in three groups of countries. 

The first part includes France, Louisiana and certain western areas in the United States, 

Quebec, South Africa and the U.S.S.R., where there is community of property 

between the spouses. The next part refers to those common law countries such as the 

common law provinces of Canada, and England, where there is separation of property. 

The third part examines two systems of law which are characterised as intermediate— 

as in Germany and Sweden. In the final part the editor attempts a comparative 

analysis and assesses the value of these systems. He concludes that, from the very 
differing points of departure of the common and civil law, both groups are moving 

gradually closer to a central position. (347-6) 


THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: The Development of its Laws 
and Constitution. Gilbert W. F. Dold and C. P. Joubert. Stevens & Sons, 55s. 
1955. 25°5 cm. 498 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (British Commonwealii: The 
Development of its Laws and Constitution, Vol. 5) 

An account of the main aspects of the government, legal system and law of South 

Africa. The first part, on constitutional law, concerns the work of parliament and of 

the main branches of the executive. Chapters dealing with the recent constitutional 

questions will have a wide interest, while the accounts of the provincial councils and 
of the government of the African and Indian communities are valuable. Part two 
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covers the common law (Roman-Dutch law) of South Africa, and has chapters on 
property, family law, succession, procedure and mercantile law. There are also 
chapters on the rural economy, industrial law, the social services and the three 
Protectorates. Both the authors are Advocates of the Supreme Court of South Africa 
and Mr. Joubert is a lecturer in the University of Pretoria. (349°68) 


Social Welfare 
CITIZENS OF TO-MORROW. A Study of the Influences affecting 
the Upbringing of Young People. Odhams Press for the Council of King George's 
Jubilee Trust, 3s. 1955. 21 cm. 142 pages. 11 charts. Index. Paper covers. 
The need for this enquiry appeared from a series of letters to The Times showing 
concern as to the well-being of the young people of Great Britain. As a result of the 
correspondence, the King George's Jubilee Trust accepted the responsibility of 
compiling data on the influences which affect the body, mind and spirit of young 
people, on the extent to which young people make use of their opportunities for 
development, and on the ways in which such opportunities could be improved. This 
complete, revealing survey covers the whole period from primary school to the end 
of national service. (362-7) 


THE DEPRIVED CHILD AND THE COMMUNITY. Donald Ford. 
Constable, 20s. 1955. 22 cm. 238 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This book is the outcome of several years’ experience on the Children’s Committee 
of the London County Council. Mr. Ford has also served on government committees 
relating to child care, and has detailed knowledge of children’s homes throughout the 
country. His book is not intended for professional workers in child care falthough 
many of them will undoubtedly read it with much interest), but is designed to show 
the layman the nature of the problems incurred in looking after the large number of 
children who for any reason are deprived of a normal life with their own parents or 
relatives. (362-7) 


Education 


EMILE. Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Translated from the French by Barbara Foxley. 
New introduction by André Boutet de Monvel. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18°5 cm. 
454 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

Few works on education have exerted such profound influence as Rousseau’s great 

treatise. Its precepts remain refreshingly relevant despite the great educational 

revolution of the last century. Although Rousseau is sometimes held to have advocated 
freedom in education to the point of licence and indiscipline, an attentive reading of 
this book will serve to dispel that illusion. The young Emile is to be brought up 
methodically, even strictly. Moreover, Rousseau was a shrewd observer of human 
nature, and his work abounds in passages of great psychological penetration. This 
Everyman reprint contains a new introduction by a former Professor of French 
Literature at the French Institute in London. (370-1) 


LOOKING FORWARD IN EDUCATION. Edited by A. V. Judges. 
Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 174 pages. 

In this symposium, based on lectures delivered at King’s College, London, in 1955, 

a group of educationalists and social scientists takes stock of the progress made in 

implementing the provisions of the 1944 Education Act and examines the prospects 

for the future. Professor Judges provides a sound contribution on The Social Cost of 
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an Educational Programme; Mrs. Jean Floud a useful study of Education and Social 
Class in the Welfare State; A. C. F. Beales an outstandingly able address on The 
Future of the Voluntary Schools; and Professor Adam Curle a stimulating survey of 
Education and the Future in Rural Areas. Dr. E. J. King discusses The Prospect for 
Adult Education, Dr. James Henderson some of the dilemmas facing pupils on their 
way from school to university, and Dr. G. B. Jeffery the schism between teacher 
training in university training departments and teacher training colleges. (370-942) 


BLACKBOARD WORK. H. G. Ramshaw. Oxford University Press, 
38.9d. 1955. 22 cm. 60 pages. Illustrations. 
This beautifully produced little book gives instruction in how to use the black- 
board skilfully as an aid to teaching. Chapters discuss the general rules for blackboard 
drawing and the use of lines to make shapes, show how to draw buildings, animals, 
matchstick men and action scene, and illustrate the use of the blackboard in teaching 
the main subjects in the curriculum. The course covers a period of two years and is 
based on the author’s experience of teaching the subject while training African 
teachers, and on teachers’ refresher courses. (371-335) 


TEACHING THE BIBLE, especially in Secondary Schools. A. Victor 
Murray. Cambridge University Press, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 244 pages. 6 diagrams and 
maps. Musical example. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Professor Murray’s book written out of a wide experience of teaching, will be 

warmly welcomed by teachers and others. He recognises that the teaching of Scripture 

is unique, partly because it is concerned with one authoritative book, partly because 
it is something more than history and literature. Some general principles are discussed, 
including the case for Scripture teaching in schools and the qualifications of the 
teacher. A section on the subject-matter in which difficulties in the Old Testament 
and the New are courageously faced, if not always satisfactorily removed, is followed 
by a consideration of the syllabus. The last section concerns method, and the specimen 
lessons which are outlined are among the more valuable features of this timely 
volume. (375-22) 


THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF GRADUATE STAFF 
FOR INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. Report of the Fourth Conference 
of Industrial Research Directors and Managers organized by the F.B.1. Industrial 
Research Committee and held at Ashborne Hill, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, 
29 April-1 May 1955. Federation of British Industries, 4s. 1955. 22 cm. 58 pages. 
Paper covers. 

The subject of the Fourth Conference was the education and training of graduate staff 

for industrial research. This report records the papers given by university professors 

and leaders in industry on such subjects as ‘First Degree Courses in Science and 

Technology at the University’, the ‘Selection and Training of Graduate Research 

Staff in Industry’, and ‘Postgraduate Training at the University’. (378) 


A CAMBRIDGE SCRAPBOOK. Collected by Jean Lindsay. Heffer 
(Cambridge), 8s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 156 pages. 

This delightful anthology of passages describing various aspects of life in Cambridge 

before 1939 includes many extracts from books now out of print. The passages are 

grouped under the headings: First Impressions; Dons and Other Characters; Talk; 

Places; and Frivolities. Readers will find in them portraits of famous University 


20 








characters, hear snatches of University talk and jokes, and glean odd bits of information 
about University and College customs, the sum total of which gives an attractive 
picture of life in one of Britain’s older university towns. (378-42) 


TEACHING MANAGEMENT. A Practical Handbook with Special 
Reference to the Case Study Method. Harry Newman and D. M. Sidney. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 300 pages. Index. 

A useful work for teachers of the subject. Part I deals with problems connected with 

the teaching of business management, planning the syllabus, classroom methods, 

preparing lectures, participation methods (group discussion) and role playing, in which 
students are given roles to play. Part II discusses the case study method, which presents 
cases involving human relations or technical problems for analysis in group discussion. 

Part Ill considers the examinations set at the end of training courses. (378-99658) 


Commerce 


KELLY’S DIRECTORY OF MERCHANTS, MANUFACTURERS 
AND SHIPPERS, 1955. 69th edition. Kelly's Directories, 100s. 1955. 
26 cm. 3,770 pages. Index. 

This edition is considerably enlarged, and is of great value to those engaged in 

international trade and commerce. Details of the trade of the British Isles are given in 

four sections, each divided into two parts: an alphabetical list of firms, and a classified 
trades section, including exporters and importers. Over one hundred and twenty-five 
overseas countries are also included in separate sections, in two main divisions; 

British Commonwealth and Empire Overseas; and a Supplement giving details of 

most other countries of Europe, Asia, Africa and North and South America. These 

Overseas Sections show classified trades, but not names of firms alphabetically. 


(380-58) 
Transport 


SHIPPING WORLD YEAR BOOK & WHO’S WHO, 1955-56. 
Edited by Sir Archibald Hurd. ‘Shipping World’, 60s. 1955. 22°5. 1,210 pages. 
Tables. Indexes. 

Some of the more general information has been omitted from this new and completely 

revised edition to make room for current and future expansion. Classified world 

directories of the maritime industries are arranged geographically, and the information 
given for each firm includes names of officials and details of services or trades, equip- 
ment. fleets and output capacity. There is a useful alphabetical index of firms. Another 
invaluable section is the Who’s Who containing many names connected with the 
shipping world. Other sections give details of meteorological and weather forecasting 
services in Great Britain, statistics, Merchant Navy training, Statutory Rules, and a 
directory of liner services from or via the United Kingdom. (387-058) 


LINGUISTICS 


IDIOMATIC ENGLISH. A Book for Foreign Students. Kathleen Box. 
Pitman, 8s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 156 pages. Paper covers. 

This excellent book for advanced students of English is written in a lively, conver- 

sational style. There are some extremely useful observations, and the approach to 

difficult grammatical questions is original and stimulating. Problems connected with 

the use of tenses and prepositions and the making of sentences occupy a very large 
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part of the book, but there is a great deal about other matters which continually give 
trouble to foreigners. The student will learn much from it about the more complicated 
points of English grammar. (428-24) 


OXFORD PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH FOR ADULT LEARNERS, 
BOOK TWO, with TEACHER’S HANDBOOK. A. S. Hornby. 
Oxford University Press, 6s. and 3s.6d. 19 cm. 248: 106 pages. 

This course continues the very thorough approach made to the study of English in 

Book One. Book Two contains reading exercises—a story, letters, conversations, 

descriptive passages, debates, extracts from newspapers—with study sections, for 

improving the user’s vocabulary, comprehension, knowledge of structure and tense 
usages. There are numerous examples showing how the same word may be used in 
different contexts and, at the end, a number of composition exercises. The Teacher’s 

Handbook draws attention to new words used, comments on the difficulties likely to be 

found in the passages, and provides useful suggestions. (428-24) 


LANGENSCHEIDT’S LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 5S. A. 
Handford. New edition, revised and reset. Methuen, 7s.6d. 1955. 15-5 cm. 348 pages. 


A substantially complete vocabulary of the most widely read classical Latin authors, 
from Plautus to Suetonius, is presented in the 20,000 entries of this edition of Professor 
K. Feyerabend’s well-known dictionary, which Mr. Handford has entirely revised. 
The various meanings of particular words are given, declensions, conjugations and 
quantities are indicated, and, for a small dictionary, considerable syntactical informa- 
tion is given about prepositions, certain adjectives and, particularly, verbs. The 
introduction has a useful section on quantities and on syllable length. There is little 
doubt of the welcome this new edition will receive. (473-2) 


PURE SCIENCE 


AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF SCIENCE. F. Sherwood Taylor. 
Heinemann, 258. 1955. 25*5 cm. 190 pages. 120 illustrations and endpaper drawing 
by A. R. Thomson. Index. 

The Christmas Lectures of the Royal Institution, for a ‘juvenile auditory’ have for 

many years set a high standard in the popular exposition of science, and the grown-up 

who succeeds in getting in is regarded as fortunate. The Lectures for 1954 were no 
exception. In their printed form they provide an admirable introduction to the history 
of science for readers of any age. The author, an acknowledged expert in this field, is 

Director of the Science Museum in London. The illustrations, many of them original 

drawings by A. R. Thomson, are especially good, and are designed to replace the 

experiments which were performed at the Lectures themselves. (509) 


Astronomy 


THE HISTORY OF THE TELESCOPE. Henry C. King. Foreword by 
Harold Spencer Jones. Griffin, sos. 1955. 25°5 cm. 472 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This very readable book will undoubtedly come to be recognised as the standard 

reference work on the subject. In tracing the evolution of the telescope from its 

invention up to the present day, the author has included interesting information 
concerning many of those who were engaged in the construction of the instruments 
described, and has provided an outline of many of the advances in astronomy which 


22 


LNA er 


PERMIAN erie te ad 


SOR IM SK 


i a Re kal 


OP Pee OS 


ye _ REPOS RTE ER I HET GC EN 


PAM 








a 


— me «5 -— mee A Fm £6 





Ss? 


_—— 


ion 
“nts 


a 


Pegrepnre “ex 





were made possible by their efforts. The book is well illustrated with nearly 200 line 
drawings, engravings and half-tone illustrations. The serious student will benefit 
greatly from the extensive bibliography containing more than 1,600 references to 
source material. (522-2) 


METEORS. Symposium on Meteor Physics, 1954, Jodrell Bank Experimental 
Station. Edited by T. R. Kaiser. Pergamon Press, 55s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 212 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (‘Journal of Atmospheric and 
Terrestrial Physics’. Special Supplements, Vol. 2) 

The subjects discussed in the thirty-nine papers presented at the Symposium included 

the determination of data concerning the upper atmosphere from meteors, radio and 

photographic determination of meteor orbits, radio echoes from meteors, meteor 
ionisation in the E-region, the masses and structure of meteors, evolution of 
meteor streams, interplanetary dust (Zodiacal cloud), meteors and the International 

Geophysical Year. The contributors are recognised authorities on the topics treated. 

(523°) 

Physics 

STATIC AND DYNAMIC ELECTRON OPTICS. An Account of 
Focusing in Lens, Deflector and Accelerator. P. A. Sturrock. Cambridge University 
Press, 308. 1955. 22 cm. 250 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge 
Monographs on Mechanics and Applied Mathematics) 

This monograph will be welcomed by research workers interested in the theoretical 

aspects of electron optics and particle accelerators. The first part deals with static 

electron optics. The ray equations are developed from the variational equation, with 
distance along the trajectory as independent variable. Classical geometrical optics of 

Hamilton, Jacobi and Lagrange receive elegant treatment. The power of the varia- 

tional approach becomes evident in later chapters, especially in investigations of 

aberrations in optical systems; rotational symmetry and mirror symmetry receive 
particular attention. In the second part the methods of electron optics are applied to 
the dynamics of particle acceleration. The author’s approach to this subject is of 
particular value to those engaged in the design of alternating gradient synchrotrons. 


(537°1) 


NIELS BOHR AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHYSICS. Essays 
dedicated to Niels Bohr on the occasion of his Seventieth Birthday. Edited by 
W. Pauli with the assistance of L. Rosenfeld and V. Weisskopf. Pergamon Press, 
30S. 195§. 22 cm. 204 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 7 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

Published in honour of the seventieth birthday of Niels Bohr, Professor in Theoretical 

Physics in the University of Copenhagen since 1916, this Symposium consists of a 

number of contributions written by distinguished scientists from various countries, 

and as a whole presents a fairly connected survey of the development of atomic and 
nuclear physics in its salient features. The issues are necessarily debated on a high level, 

and should be of great interest to a theoretical physicist. (539) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO REACTOR PHYSICS. D. J. Littler 
and J. F. Raffle. Pergamon Press for the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority, 25s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 206 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The book is based on lectures given by the authors to the Reactor School at Harwell. 
A very elementary treatment of that part of nuclear physics which is pertinent to the 
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construction and operation of a nuclear reactor is followed by a more detailed 
consideration of reactor theory. Simple and lucid accounts are given of such topics 
as neutron diffusion and the calculation of lattice constants, and there are chapters on 
radiation monitoring and shielding and on radiation damage, treated in a very simple 
but fundamental manner. The book will prove particularly useful to the beginner in 
the field of nuclear power. No prior knowledge of nuclear physics is assumed and the 
treatment is logical, lucid and accurate. Some suggestions for further reading are 
given at the end of each chapter. (539°7) 


Chemistry 
A COURSE IN MODERN TECHNIQUES OF ORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY. R. P. Linstead, J. A. Elvidge and Margaret Whalley. 
Butterworth, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 200 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 
Details of a course in special techniques of organic chemistry which require more 
elaborate and specialised equipment than is normally available for a degree course are 
presented here. Subjects included are chromatographic techniques, multiple fractional 
extraction, functional distillation, vacuum line technique, hydrogenation, vapour 
phase reaction, a number of special preparative techniques, several analytical tech- 
niques including polarography and optical methods. Generally a short introduction 
and a brief bibliography are followed by a detailed description of the equipment and 
the experimental technique required and this is followed by the detailed description 
of one example. This is a work of value not only to students and teachers of the 
subject, but also to research workers and laboratory technicians who need a clear, 
detailed and reliable introduction to the techniques described. It is well produced, 
clearly illustrated and can be warmly recommended. (547-01) 


Geology: Speleology 
THE DESCENT OF PIERRE SAINT-MARTIN. Norbert Casteret. 
Translated from the French by John Warrington. Dent, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 172 pages. 
21 photographs. 2 drawings in text. Map. Index. 
This is a further instalment of Casteret’s speleological experiences. It completes the 
narrative of the exploration of the cavern of Pierre Saint-Martin in the Pyrenees, 
discovered in 1950. Cave exploration is now an elaborate and expensive undertaking, 
with planes dropping tons of supplies, descents by cable occupying three hours or 
more, and periods of twelve days underground. In 1953 Casteret’s party reached the 
then record depth of 720 metres; in 1954 horizontal exploration was extended to 
4,620 yards. The narrative is followed by chapters on cave-man art, stalactites and 
stalagmites, and bats. Despite a tendency to sentimentalise, the book makes good 
reading. (551°44) 


Meteorology 

OUR ASTONISHING ATMOSPHERE. J. Gordon Cook. Harrap, 
10s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 200 pages. 16 illustrations. Diagram. Index. (Science for 
Everyman) 

Current interest in the earth’s atmospheric envelope stems from a number of sources. 

Wind power, weather, ultrasonics, high altitude and supersonic flight, airborne 

bacteria, ‘smog’, aurora and cosmic rays are all atmospheric phenomena which have 

been the subject of intensive research in the past decade. This book summarises 

present-day knowledge of the atmosphere and its constituent gases and shows how 
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that knowledge is being used in everyday life. The author, a well-known free-lance 
writer specialising in popular science, presents the results of the latest research in non- 
technical language, and his lucid and entertaining account will have a general appeal. 


(551°5) 
Palaeontology 


MAN IN SEARCH OF HIS ANCESTORS. The Romance of 
Palaeontology. André Senet. Translated from the French by Malcolm Barnes. 
Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 286 pages. 23 photographs. 110 illustrations in 
text. 8 charts and tables. Index. 

This is a history of the evolution of life and of man down to the end of prehistoric 

times, combined with an account of the researches that have made such a recon- 

struction possible. The dual method inevitably leads to some failures of continuity, 
for the facts about our past have not come to light in chronological order. Neverthe- 
less, M. Senet has compiled a lucid and well-informed summary of our knowledge 
about our origins and how it was obtained. Writing from the French point of view, he 
provides a useful and perfectly just counterweight to the natural Anglo-Saxon bias. 

(560) 
Botany 


AN INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY with Special Reference to the 
Structure of the Flowering Plant. J. H. Priestley and Lorna I. Scott. 3rd edition. 
Longmans, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 640 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The book forms a basis of work covered as a first year course at Leeds University, on 

flowering plants (excluding systematic work) and life cycles of lower plants. The 

different aspects are dealt with very efficiently, making a good groundwork for more 
advanced university work at a later stage. The chapters on morphology, anatomy and 
history include clear diagrams and much information on selected types useful to 

teacher and student alike. The types dealt with are largely native British plants. (580) 


FRUITS AND FLOWERS. Pierre-Joseph Redouté. Edited and introduced 
by Eva Mannering. Ariel Press, 45s. linen; 30s. paper covers. 1955. 16 pages of text. 
24 plates in colour. 27 drawings in text. 

This is another exquisitely produced selection of Redouté’s botanical illustrations, 

following the volume on roses published in 1954. The subjects range from apples and 

hazel nuts to tulips and gentians and they are chosen from one of the artist’s later books, 

Choix des plus belles fleurs et des plus belles fruits. His purpose was that they should form 

models for his pupils, and indeed the fineness of the work, the unerring colour and 

the grace of form bear out his contention that scientific accuracy need not stifle the 

creation of a work of art. Redouté’s original introduction is here reprinted. (580-84) 


Zoology 


THE IMMORTAL TROUT. Eric Taverner and W. E. Barrington- 
Browne. Bles, 16s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 78 pages. 25 illustrations (4 in colour) by W. E. 
Barrington-Browne. 

A beautifully illustrated and delightfully written book on the life of a trout, by the 

authors of The Running of the Salmon. Trout travel less widely than salmon and only 

in home waters, and anglers claim to know more about them. Nevertheless, there is 
still mystery enough about trout, and here is the story of one fish who defied all 
fishermen and lived to become the doyen of his stream before his end. (597°5) 











THE GOLDEN EAGLE: King of Birds. Seton Gordon. Collins, 16s. 1955. 
22 cm. 256 pages. 17 photographs. Bibliography. Index. 
There could be few people better equipped to write a monograph on the golden eagle 
for the general reader than Seton Gordon, who has lived with the bird and studied 
it for some fifty years. This book covers every aspect from first-hand knowledge— 
distribution, behaviour, territory, food, breeding and, especially, economic status. 
Many writers are biased for or against this surviving British eagle, but Seton Gordon 
has patiently accumulated data on its feeding habits in relation to other users of the 
land it occupies, and shows that only in certain well-defined circumstances is it a 
menace to the sheep farmer, and these are only encountered in north-west Scotland 
and the Hebrides. (598-2) 


CORO-CORO. The World of the Scarlet Ibis. Paul A. Zahl. Hammond, Hammond, 
18s. 1955. 22 cm. 216 pages. 42 photographs (1 in colour). 2 maps. Bibliography. 
A well-told account of an exciting bird hunt into the river network of the Venezuelan 
hinterland. Ibises, egrets, herons and darters assemble in their large nesting colonies 
only during the wet season when most of the ground is flooded. Hunting for the rare 
scarlet ibis had to be done laboriously by poling through the floods in a dug-out 
canoe. Dr. Zahl is a biologist by profession and his informed asides enliven the 
account, but it is for the straightforward thrills of search and achievement, handsomely 
exemplified by the beautiful colour photograph on the frontispiece, that the book will 
give most pleasure to readers. (598-2987) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences: Public Health 


STUDIES ON THE CEREBRAL CORTEX (Limbic Structures). 
Santiago Ramén y Cajal. Translated from the Spanish by Lisbeth M. Kraft. 
Lloyd-Luke, 27s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 192 pages. 108 illustrations. 

The English edition of this, the fullest and most exact anatomical study of the limbic 

cortex in man and mammals, is due largely to the efforts of Dr. J. F. Fulton and Dr. 

Paul MacLean, the latter actively associated with Dr. Kraft in the translation. Apart 

from its academic interest, the book’s value lies in the unconfirmed evidence which 

Cajal presents against a relationship between the limbic lobe and the olfactory 

system, the recognised importance of the lobe in viscerosomatic and emotional 

relations, and its implication in cases of psychomotor epilepsy. English-reading 
neuroanatomists and neurophysiologists will no doubt adopt this pleasing volume as 


the standard edition. (611) 


BIOCHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. William Veal 
Thorpe. 6th edition. Churchill, 27s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. $50 pages. 48 illustrations. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A further revised text, from which out-of-date material has been deleted to make 

room for the results of recent investigations. These for the most part relate to meta- 

bolism, the proteins and enzymes, and oxidation reduction. The bibliography, cross 
references in the text, and the tabular and diagrammatic presentation of facts are 
features of the textbook which commend it also as a quick reference book. The author 
deals with the constituents of the body, the metabolic processes, and the hormones and 
vitamins which influence them, and finally with the needs of the body as a whole 
and with its waste products. (612-015) 
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REPORT OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH for the year ended 
31st December, 1954. Part I. 1. The National Health Service (including a chapter on 
International Health). 2. Welfare, Food and Drugs, Civil Defence. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 8s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 258 pages. Tables. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9566) 

Apart from its importance as a record of the achievements of the Ministry of Health 

during 1954, this report is perhaps the most interesting general account for workers 

in similar fields overseas, of the scope and staffing of the Nationai Health Service. 

In a concise text and in statistical form, it covers all aspects including finance, hospital 

and specialist services, war pensioners, practitioner, dental and ophthalmic services, 

the cost of production and distribution of drugs, and professional matters. The year’s 
work of the local authorities, mainly in prevention and welfare, is also recorded here. 


(614-0942) 


TROPICAL MEDICINE FOR NURSES. A. R. D. Adams and B. G. 
Maegraith. Blackwell (Oxford), 30s. 1955. 23 cm. 322 pages. 35 illustrations (1 in 
colour). Index. 

This attractive and unique British textbook emanates from the Liverpool School of 

Tropical Medicine where the authors are responsible for a course in tropical medicine 

for state registered nurses proceeding to the tropics. Although it gives no instruction 

in general nursing, it mentions nursing measures appropriate in specific tropical 
diseases, for example, the application of fomentations to plague buboes. The arrange- 
ment is alphabetical, by disease, each disease being considered under such headings as 
definition, geographical distribution, aetiology and pathology, course and prognosis, 
clinical picture, diagnosis and treatment. Under each heading, enough information 
is given to reassure the nurse working in an emergency without medical advice and to 
enable her effectively to diagnose and treat prevalent tropical diseases. (616) 


AN ATLAS OF REGIONAL DERMATOLOGY. G. H. Percival 
and T. C. Dodds. Livingstone, 100s. 1955. 25 cm. 264 pages. 475 coloured illust- 
rations. Index. 

This fine volume must prove an invaluable aid to diagnosis for all those, from 

students to dermatologists, concerned with skin diseases. The coloured illustrations, 

prepared in the photographic department of the Edinburgh medical school, have been 
chosen to portray the commoner eruptions in stages of early and full development, 

similar conditions being grouped together to facilitate comparison. There is a 

generous range illustrating those diseases whose manifestations may vary in different 

cases, and others whose appearance is similar but whose pathology and course differ. 

The atlas follows a regional arrangement. (616-5) 


SITES OF INFECTION. Unstable Areas as Sources of Parasitic Diseases: 
Schistosomiasis and Fascioliasis. Alan Mozley. H. K. Lewis, 9s. 1955. 22*5 cm. 
96 pages. 14 illustrations. Index. 

Dr. Mozley here considers the conditions under which a host species of snail can 

establish itself as a localised population in otherwise sparsely occupied territory—i.e. in 

unstable areas, such as ecotones, localities in which the relation of living things to their 
environment and to one another is constantly changing. He discusses the types of places 
in which parasites are likely to be transmitted from snail to man and also the necessary 
control measures. This practical guide for workers in the field includes appendices 
giving the life-cycle of Bilharzia and Fasciola and the principles of ecology. (616-96) 
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LOCAL ANALGESIA: HEAD AND NECK. Sir Robert Macintosh 
and Mary Ostlere. Livingstone, 27s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 146 pages. 143 illustrations 
(some coloured) by Marjorie Beck. Bibliography. Index. 

The authors are, respectively, Nuffield Professor of Anaesthetics, and Research 

Assistant, Nuffield Department of Anaesthetics, in the University of Oxford. Their 

practical monograph is ably assisted by Marjorie Beck’s clear drawings, which most 

usefully augment descriptions of anatomy and techniques. The work is divided into 
two parts: first, a detailed examination of the anatomy of head and neck, as far as this 
has any bearing on local analgesia, followed by exact and full accounts of the tech- 
niques used at Oxford, including those used in dental surgery. Written for the post- 
graduate student, surgeon and anaesthetist, this attractice volume is well documented. 
(617-51) 


PARTIAL DENTURES. A Manual for Students and Practitioners of 
Dentistry. John H. Wilson. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 483. 
1955. 23 cm. 302 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 192 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The lecturer and examiner in prosthetic dentistry in the University of Sydney, who 

has also had long experience as a private practitioner, has produced this book to show 

the dependence of denture design upon a thorough familiarity with, and appreciation 
of, basic sciences. Particular stress is laid on the basic biological and radiographical 
factors involved and the reaction of the periodontal membrane and supporting bone 
to the forces of masticatiomy Separate chapters are devoted to diagnosis, prognosis, 
impressions, occlusion, retention, design, technical procedures, and treatment of 
various restorations. (617-6) 


Engineering: Mechanics and Materials 


THEORY OF MACHINES. W. G. Green. Blackie, 40s. 1955. 22-5 cm- 
1,056 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
A completely new textbook on this subject does not appear very often, and this 
volume merits attention. It is designed primarily for students studying for a degree in 
engineering or the Higher National Certificate. The methods used in approaching 
the various problems are those that the author, in his experience at Heriot-Watt 
College, Edinburgh, has found most helpful to students and a large number of worked 
examples have been included. For this reason the took is one that is likely to be 
retained for reference in later years, particularly as references are given to other books 
in which specific problems receive special treatment. (620-1) 


—— Radio 
B.B.C. HANDBOOK, 1956. British Broadcasting Corporation, ss. 1955. 
19 cm. 288 pages. Maps. Charts. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A comprehensive guide to the organisation and activities of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, which gives particulars of its constitution and administration, domestic 
broadcasting services and external services, the work and responsibility of the 
engineering departments, the programme supply departments, the departments 
supporting the various broadcasting services, and finance, together with a section of 
miscellaneous information, a review of the year, and the text of the B.B.C’s. Charter 
and Licence. All that the reader wants to know about the B.B.C. is set forth clearly and 
concisely in this volume. (621-3849) 
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—— Pneumatic Machinery 


HIGH VACUUM TECHNIQUE. Theory, Practice, Industrial Applications 
and Properties of Materials. J. Yarwood. 3rd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 25s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 216 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The third revised edition of this well-known book maintains the high standard set 

by the author in the earlier editions. The rapid advances in this field of technology 

have necessitated an appreciable enlargement of the book, from 140 pages in the 
2nd edition to 208 pages. The book is intended more for users of vacuum systems than 
for designers of vacuum equipment. Included in the new data considered is a critical 
analysis of vacuum pumps available from both British and American manufacturers. 

New pump fluids, new vacuum materials and recent advances in high and ultra-high 

vacuum techniques generally are described. The inclusion of a description of the leak 

detection methods available will be appreciated by all workers in this field. (621-5) 


Mining 
PRINCIPLES OF FLOTATION. K. L. Sutherland and I W. Wark. 


Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (Melbourne, Australia), 80s. 1955. 
24 cm. 506 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 





Written primarily for the student of metallurgy, and workers in the fields of mineral 
dressing, surface and industrial chemistry, this book is described by the authors as a 
progress report on the formulation of the basic theories of flotation processes, 
the means by which minerals are separated from one another. The work is based on the 
results of research undertaken in the University of Melbourne and the Division of 
Industrial Chemistry of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation of Australia. Variable factors associated with the practical application 
of flotation in industry are fully taken into account: thus the book contributes to the 
literature of both theoretical and practical metallurgy. (622-7) 


—— Military 
AIR-GUNS AND AIR-PISTOLS. L. Wesley. Cassell, 11s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 192 pages. $6 illustrations. Graph. 3 tables. Index. 

A book of obvious interest to the expert but, at the same time, revealing to the many 
who regard the air-gun merely as the schoolboy’s introduction to shooting. That it 
figures as a serious weapon in its various forms, including even the blowpipe, is 
instanced by its history over centuries down to the products of today. It will be news 
to many that it was a recognised weapon in the Austrian army over a century and a 
half ago, regarded, however, by the military mind as somewhat disreputable. 
A fascinating book even to the casual reader. (623-44) 


—— Shipbuilding 
THE FOUR-MASTED BARQUE. Edward Bowness. Percival Marshall, 
gs.6d. 1955. 23°§ cm. 136 pages. 46 photographs. 88 diagrams. Table. 

Mr. Bowness, a professional naval architect, has included in his new book for the 
model-maker not only specific directions for the construction of a scale-model of a 
particular vessel, the Greenock-built Archibald Russell of 1905, but has included many 
photographs of barques, British and American, by which the accuracy of the modelled 
work may be tested. Such photographs become of increasing interest as the era of sail 
recedes. (623-822) 
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THE SHIP—HOW SHE WORKS. Stuart E. Beck. Adlard Coles in 
association with Harrap, 9s.6d. 1955. Obl. 25-5 cm. 72 pages. 76 photographs and 
diagrams. Glossary. (Ship Series) 

A modern ship, equipped with all the scientific aids to navigation demanded for larger 

vessels, is a complex whole. Mr. Beck, skilfully blending diagrams with notes, reveals 

the intricacies of the instruments on the bridge; the equipment of the engine-room; the 
boiler mechanisms; the cargo-handling machinery; ventilating and refrigeration; 
and safety devices. Even such details as whistles and sirens are not overlooked, and the 

explanations are clear enough to enhance the interest of any ocean voyage. (623-824) 


THE WORLD’S WARSHIPS. Raymond V. B. Blackman. Macdonald, 
12s.6d. 1955. Obl.19 cm. 256 pages. Numerous photographs. Index. 
In this work of reference the arrangement of ships is by category, not by country. 
Aircraft carriers, battleships, battle cruisers, cruisers, minelayers, destroyers, frigates 
and submarines are all considered, as well as a new type, the Command Ship (the 
Northampton of the U.S. Navy) which has promise of developing into an interesting 
class. Notes are included on the history and development of the various types of ship 
and the photographs, being uniformly clear, help to make identification easy. 
(623-825) 
—— Structural 


STUDIES IN COMPOSITE CONSTRUCTION. Part IL The 
Interaction of Floors and Beams in Multi-Storey Buildings. R. H. Wood for the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 132 pages. 48 diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper covers. (National Building Studies: Research Paper No. 22) 

Part I, published in 1953, dealt with “The Composite Action of Brick Panel Walls 

supported on Reinforced Concrete Beams’. The present Paper deals with a problem 

of wider practical significance, and one that lends itself more readily to mathematical 
analysis. An attempt has been made, however, to separate the mathematical treatment 
from the general qualitative discussion, which is likely to be of wider interest among 

designers. (624-171) 


Aeronautics 


SONG OF THE SKY. Guy Murchie. Secker & Warburg, 21s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 408 pages. Illustrations by the author. Diagrams. Index. 
The author was a journalist who turned air navigator during the war. This is a 
running commentary on the life of the navigator in the air, in the phenomena of the 
atmosphere as they affect flight, on the problems and the instruments of the navigator 
and the possibilities of error, on the very thoughts that run through the navigator’s 
mind in the course of his work. Imaginatively written, it is essentially a book for the 
general reader, which nevertheless provides interesting background material for the 
specialist. (629-125) 


THE ZEPPELIN STORY. The Life of Hugo Eckener. Thor Nielsen. 
Translated from the German by Peter Chambers. Wingate, 17s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
240 pages. 22 photographs. 

It is difficult to realise now that Zeppelins were once thought to be the flying machines 

of the future. They bombed Britain comparatively heavily during the First World 


War, causing heavy casualties for those days. In peace-time they carried passengers, 
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over the Atlantic in comfort, and the Graf Zeppelin even made a round-the-world 
flight. But their weakness lay in the inflammability of the gas that made them fly, 
and the Hindenburg disaster with its heavy loss of life saw the end of them. The story 
of these airships is closely bound up with the biography of Count Zeppelin’s chief 
assistant, Hugo Eckener, who knew more about their construction and their navi- 
gation than any other man. Consequently, this book is an interesting slice of air 
history. (629°13324) 


EARTH SATELLITE. The New Satellite Projects Explained. Patrick 
Moore. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 128 pages. Frontispiece. 7 diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

In July 1955, the United States Government announced that a programme for 

launching a small unmanned artificial satellite sometime in 1957 had been approved. 

The author, who is a well-known astronomer and a council member of the British 

Interplanetary Society, tells the story of the development of rocket propulsion to the 

stage where the launching of such a satellite has become possible. He describes how 

the satellite will be built, launched and placed in an orbit around the earth, and 
discusses the ways in which it will help to add to our knowledge of the upper 
atmosphere and how larger satellites may be used as a stepping stone to the planets. 

The book is a factual, but extremely readable account of what can be accomplished 

in the next few years and what may reasonably be expected in the not too distant 

future. (629°14353) 


Motor Vehicles 


“EDWARDIAN’ CARS. A Reverie of Adventurous Motoring. Ernest F. 
Carter. Foulis, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Index. 

In the compilation of this informative and readable book Mr. Carter has combined a 

wealth of personal experience of motor cars of the Edwardian era with the result of 

extensive researches. There is every evidence of painstaking attention to technical 

detail, while the appendix of nearly 3,000 models, British and Continental, is the most 

comprehensive yet available. (629-22) 


THREE-POINTED STAR. The Story of Mercedes-Benz Cars and their 
Racing Successes. David Scott-Moncrieff, with St. John Nixon and Clarence Paget. 
Cassell, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 374 pages. 103 photographs and diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A long overdue publication which will delight many readers of all ages and nationali- 

ties. Many racing battles are relived, and the story of the revival of the car after the 

war is an object lesson in the way in which Germany has managed so soon to repair 
and re-equip her industries. A famous car deserves a well-written and authentic 
history—the Mercedes-Benz is fortunate indeed to be served by such keen and 

painstaking biographers. (629-22) 


SERVICING GUIDE TO BRITISH MOTOR VEHICLES. Vol. 3. 
Cars, Commercial Vehicles, Tractors and Components. A. J. K. Moss. Published 
for “Motor Trader’ and ‘British Automobiles Overseas’ by Trader Publishing Co., 50s. 
1955. 28-5 cm. 248 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 

This publication by the Technical Editor of the Motor Trader is the industry’s official 

guide to the servicing of British motor vehicles. Volume III contains a selection of 

twenty-five data sheets based on information provided by the manufacturers. Each 
data sheet illustrates by diagram, text and chart the main constructional features of the 
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particular make of car selected. The book is intended for the competent automobile 
engineer and in this respect may be regarded as the standard work of reference on the 
subject. A valuable glossary of terms and an appendix with conversion tables is 


included. (629-287) 


Agriculture 


THE FIGHT FOR FOOD. J. Gordon Cook. Harrap, 1os.6d. 1955. 
205 cm. 208 pages. 17 illustrations. Index. (Science for Everyman) 
The author, a well-known industrial research chemist, has here produced for the 
general reader a popular review of the problems associated with the provision of 
mankind’s food supplies. After discussing the political and economic factors 
influencing world food distribution, detailed consideration is given to the pests and 
diseases which could retard production. Methods of combating them are outlined. 
Subsequently, methods of increasing supplies are described at length, including 
traditional and long term potential crops. A readable book which should stimulate 
public thought. (630) 


Gardening 


GARDENING IN CITIES. Margot Eates. Peter Owen, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 
226 pages. 110 photographs. 12 illustrations in text. Index. 
The theme of this book is the detailed application of the general principles of 
gardening to the special, and usually adverse, conditions prevailing in cities. With 
notable perseverance, ingenuity and fortitude in face of unexpected problems, the 
author succeeded in transforming the tangled growth of a neglected London plot 
into a prize-winning garden. She describes the methods adopted and the many useful 
lessons taught by trial and error. The whole process, from the initial planning to the 
maintenance of the fully planted garden, is clearly explained and the descriptive lists 
of plants for various situations are particularly valuable. (635) 


GARDENING WITHOUT A GARDEN. Charles Boff. Odhams, 7s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. 23 photographs. Drawings in text by Rose Ellerby. Index. 
(Modern Living Series) 

A wide range of flowering and other plants, and even miniature trees, can be success- 

fully grown indoors or on balconies and in window-boxes. This book explains clearly 

and fully how the best results may be obtained in this increasingly specialised and 
often highly ingenious type of gardening. It includes chapters on hanging plants, cacti 
and bulbs, with useful lists of varieties and instructions on plant propagation. The 

photographs and drawings add a great deal to the value of the book. (635-96) 


Floral Decoration 


PARTY FLOWERS. Constance Spry. Dent, 8s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 80 pages. 
42 illustrations (19 in colour). 
Parties provide an excuse for a certain lavishness and panache, allowing the author 
unlimited scope for her natural inventiveness and originality. She describes in detail 
two notable parties for which she provided the floral decorations—the coronation 
luncheon in Westminster Hall and a royal banquet at Lancaster House—and from her 
unrivalled experience selects some of the ideas for colour schemes, combinations of 
materials, unusual containers and methods of display which she has found to be 
particularly effective. Some of these are illustrated very successfully in black and white, 
less so in the rather disappointing colour plates. (635-96) 
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Livestock 


WOOL AWAY! The Technique and Art of Shearing. Walter Godfrey 
Bowen. Whitcombe & Tombs (Wellington, New Zealand), 17s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 
162 pages. Illustrations. 

The author has achieved top ranking in his own country as a very fast machine 

shearer. He has worked out his own methods, which are now being widely taught as 

standard practice. He has written a very clear and readable book, profusely illustrated 
with good photographs and diagrams, covering the various stages of the whole process 
of removing wool quickly and safely from the sheep’s back. It is not too much to 
predict that this detailed, careful and accurate book will become a classic in its field. 

(636-3) 
Cookery 


HOSPITALITY. Nell Heaton. Cassell, 18s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 280 pages. Frontispiece 
in colour. Drawings in text. Index. 

The object of this book is to provide a variety of party menus and the recipes to 

go with them, also hints for hostesses and guests, invitations, etiquette, menu terms, 

table arrangements, equipment and wines. There is an appendix of French and other 

foreign words. A useful book for a busy hostess. (641-5) 


LEARNING TO COOK WITH MARGUERITE PATTEN. Phoenix 
House, 15s. 1955. 19 cm. 246 pages. 47 photographs. Index. 
The inexperienced housewife could not have a better training than by studying this 
excellent book by the well-known B.B.C. television cookery expert, which covers 
everything—from how to choose the food and prepare it, to correct kitchen equip- 
ment. There is also an extremely useful plan of work, enabling the most timorous to 
produce an appetising meal, on time, with the least trouble. Attractive party catering 
and menus which save time and money are also included. Many experienced cooks 
will be grateful for the helpful pictures demonstrating the carving of meat and 
poultry. (641-5) 


CHINESE COOKING. Frank Oliver. Deutsch, 10s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 
232 pages. Index. 
The author, who had the good fortune to live in Peking and enjoy the cream of 
Chinese cooking, claims that these recipes exemplify ‘sound general policy rules’ and 
result from having cooked and eaten more Chinese meals than can be remembered. 
Some of these clear and delicious recipes are of particular interest, such as Peking 
Duck, where only the crisp skin is eaten, folded in a wafer of pancake, or the famous 
‘Chicken Velvet’. His illustrated general hints on utensils and presentation are most 
useful. (641-59) 


Business Management 


COMMUNICATION IN INDUSTRY. Edited “by Cecil Chisholm. 
Business Publications in association with Batsford, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 296 pages. 
Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Despite the vast structural and technical changes which have taken place in modern 

industry, the technique of communication between employers and employed, or of 

keeping the workers ‘in the picture’, is still in its infancy. In this book eleven experts, 
including the first communication manager appointed in Britain, give practical 
suggestions on the different kinds of communication, written, spoken or visual. They 
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discuss the kinds of facts which should be communicated and the forms in which they 
may be presented, ending with a study of the methods of joint consultation. The book 
should interest anyone engaged in industry or commerce. (658-315) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 
Architecture 


MURRAY’S LANCASHIRE. Architectural Guide. Peter Fleetwood- 
Hesketh. Murray, 28s. 1955. 26-5 cm. 210 pages. 270 photographs. Map. Index. 
The format of these guides—Lancashire is the third in the series—makes them more 
suitable for the bookshelf than the pocket. The emphasis is on architecture and the 
photographs are almost all concerned with buildings and their settings. They are 
arranged by periods, from Norman times to the present, with informed critical 
comments. The second part of the book is a gazetteer to all parishes in the country 
with a vast amount of factual information on each place. The volume, as a whole, 
maintains the high standards of production and scholarship set by the earlier books 
on Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. (720-94272) 


THE CHARM OF INDO-ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE. An Intro- 
duction to the Northern Phase. John Terry. Alec Tiranti, 15s. boards. 1955. 25*5 cm. 
44 pages. 61 photographs. Map. Chronology. Glossary. Bibliography. 

Sometime Head of the Delhi School of Architecture, John Terry has written an 

attractive and useful book, the emphasis of which lies in its brevity: a short essay, 

a short glossary, a short bibliography. Assuming no previous knowledge on the part 

of his readers, he offers a simple introduction to the subject with a chronological table 

and map. Sixty-one good photographs show significant details as well as entire 
buildings, and these are provided with admirably clear and concisely written = 
(723°3 


THE ENGLISH ALMSHOUSE, with some account of its predecessor, 
the Medieval Hospital. W. H. Godfrey. Faber, 36s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 96 pages. 
82 illustrations. 60 drawings and plans. Index. 

In the words of the author, an eminent architectural historian whose work for the 

National Buildings Record will be familiar to many, this is ‘an attempt to discover 

the main elements in the planning’ of English almshouses* and to exhibit their changing 

architectural character’. It is a subject which Walter Godfrey has studied for half a 

century and there is probably nobody more profoundly informed upon it than he. 

It is essential to point out, however, that this beautifully produced and illustrated 

volume has been compiled for the general reader and not as a scholar’s reference book. 

(725°55) 

Ceramics 

ENGLISH PORCELAIN AND BONE CHINA, 1743-1850. Bernard 
and Therle Hughes. Lutterworth Press, 25s. 1955. 23 cm. 256 pages. 123 photographs. 
19 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. 

The extensive literature on porcelain contains many technical, expensive treatises and 

innumerable popular introductions. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes’ manual occupies an 

intermediate position and may be described as a one-volume encyclopedia of English 
porcelain giving up-to-date information on individual factories, decorative styles, 
pastes and glazes, transfer patterns, colour, marks and other matters with which the 
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collector must be familiar. The text is readable and truly helpful in enabling the 
student to acquire that expertise which adds so much to the collecting and appraisal 
of ornamental china. (738-2) 


Decorative Art and Design 
ENGLISH DOLLS’ HOUSES of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries. 
Vivien Greene. Batsford, 63s. 1955. 30°5 cm. 224 pages. 148 illustrations. Notes on 
the illustrations. Index. 
Mrs. Greene, who is President of the Dolls Club of Great Britain, has produced what 
might be called a “Prospect of Baby Houses’ (the old term for dolls’ houses) which is 
worthy both of the endearing objects themselves and of the admirable photographs 
which illustrate her text. She provides a short history of the types of opening, stair- 
cases, windows, doors, chimney-pieces and fire-places, whilst a whole section is given 
to furnishings and kitchen ware. Long notes on the plates greatly help to make the 
book instructional as well as pleasant. Mrs. Greene believes that the origin of the dolls’ 
house is to be found in the Nuremberg kitchen models, which were to be met with 
in the eighteenth century. (745°s) 


GUERNSEY AND JERSEY PATTERNS. Gladys Thompson. Batsford, 
25s. 1955. 23 cm. 216 pages. 143 photographs and diagrams. 
Both knitters and those interested in ancient crafts will appreciate Mrs. Thompson’s 
scholarly, practical and well-illustrated account of the traditional patterns knitted by 
fishermen’s wives in Yorkshire, Scotland and the Islands of Aran. This old folk art 
has been handed down from mother to daughter for many generations by word of 
mouth and, lest the tradition should be broken, Mrs. Thompson has travelled about 
the country learning and recording the patterns which are here reproduced. (746) 


Furniture 
FURNITURE IN ROMAN BRITAIN. Joan Liversidge. Alec Tiranti, 
10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 84 pages. 69 photographs. ¢ illustrations in text. (Chapters in 
Art) 
The study of everyday things is an excellent way of bringing the past vividly to life. 
In this short monograph the Honorary Keeper of the Roman Collections, Cambridge 
University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, has added much to our 
appreciation of Roman Britain by describing the contents of a typical Roman villa. 
Her material is taken mainly from sculpture, though full use is made of the few metal 
fragments of Roman furniture which still survive and Britain’s contacts with Rome’s 
continental empire are kept constantly in mind. The plates have, perhaps, more 
antiquarian than artistic interest, but our Roman forbears seem not so distant when 
we can see them sitting in basket chairs and using silk cushions. (749°29) 


Painting 

THE NATIONAL GALLERY, LONDON. Text by Sir Philip Hendy. 
Thames & Hudson, 126s. 1955. 34 cm. 200 pages. 100 reproductions in colour. 
7 drawings in text. Index. 

A triple aim has been successfully accomplished in this fine volume, which does credit 

to all concerned with its production and provides a worthy material framework for 

what is both a personal anthology by the present Director of the National Gallery and 


a permanent record of the treasures in his keeping. Firstly, Sir Philip has written a short 
but highly informative and absorbing account of the genesis, growth and organisation 


35 








of one of the greatest picture collections in the world; secondly, he has selected from 
the national collection a hundred outstanding examples which are reproduced in full 
colouring of remarkable accuracy; lastly, by arranging the plates chronologically by 
schools and accompanying them with a continuous text, he has compiled a history of 
European painting. (750-74) 


PICASSO: FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OF HIS GRAPHIC WORK. 
Introduction and selection by Bernhard Geiser. Biography and documentation by 
Hans Bolliger. Translation from the German by Lisbeth Gombrich. Thames & 
Hudson, 70s. 1955. 28-5. cm. 206 pages. 168 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Picasso’s inventiveness, fecundity and diversity of style are almost legendary. The 

present volume is a survey of one branch only of his vast output—the etchings, dry- 

points, lithographs and engravings in various techniques which together form his 
graphic work. The works reproduced range in date from the ‘Left-Handed Man’ of 

1899 to lithograph book illustrations of 1954, but in them the whole range of Picasso 

themes and motifs can be studied: clowns and acrobats, the negro period, themes from 

classical mythology culminating in the Minotaur series, cubism, simultaneous presen- 
tation of profile and full-face views of heads, the fine animal illustrations to Buffon’s 

Natural History, variations on Cranach, the sculptor and his model, and the latest series 

of illustrative engravings and lithographed portraits. (759°6) 


Prints 
HAND-COLOURED FASHION PLATES: 1770-1899. Vyvyan 
Holland. Batsford, 42s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 200 pages. 134 illustrations (5 in colour). 
Notes. Index. 
This first critical study of the hand-coloured fashion plate is written with charm and 
erudition by a collector-enthusiast. The lists of fashion periodicals containing plates 
appended to each chapter are one of the book’s most useful features. There are also 
separate chapters on fashion plate artists and on how to form a collection. The value of 
fashion plates in the history of costume has long been known, but the subject also 
forms a minor though agreeable division of engraving. Mr. Holland distinguishes the 
good from the bad, gives advice on the care and treatment of fashion plates and 
generally provides a reference book for the study of an agreeable by-way in roth 
century collecting. (769) 


Photography 
THE COMPLETE PHOTO BOOK. Philip Johnson. Fountain Press, 9s.6d. 
1955. 18-5 cm. 256 pages. Numerous photographs (8 in colour), drawings and 
diagrams. Index. 
The author begins with an introduction on basic equipment and technique for the 
amateur who operates either with a box camera or with one of the more expensive 
miniatures. Technicalities are explained in a concise and practical manner which 
should enable the beginner to understand more easily the complications of photo- 
graphy. An excellent chapter is provided on the principles of colour photography, 
illustrated by superb examples of modern colour work. Complete details on the 
processing of Ferraniacolor reversal film are also given. There are chapters on films 
and filters, getting the right exposure, portraiture outdoors and indoors, photo- 
graphing animals, pictures at night, flash photography, developing films, printing 
and enlarging, and the finishing touches. (770) 
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Music 
FANFARE FOR ERNEST NEWMAN. Edited by Herbert Van Thal. 
Barker, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 192 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Facsimile. Musical 
examples. Bibliography. 
Ernest Newman, doyen of music critics, recently celebrated his 87th birthday. He is 
still active, contributing regularly to the Sunday Times, and it was a happy idea to 
publish these essays in his honour. But half of the twelve are very variable in quality 
and consist of either occasional pieces or accounts of the centres, periods and influence 
of Newman’s life and criticism. The chapters, however, by Westrup (a point in 
Mozart’s style), Winton Dean (on Bizet’s Ivan IV) Dent (Donizetti), Cooper 
(Meyerbeer), Abraham (Wagner's second thoughts), all contain first-rate research, and 
are worthy of the occasion and the recipient. So too is Hassall’s essay on libretto- 
writing. (780-4) 


ELGAR, O.M. A Study of a Musician. Percy M. Young. Collins, 30s. 

1955. 21°5 cm. 448 pages. 18 illustrations. Musical examples. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Unrestricted access to diaries, letters and other papers has given Dr. Young a mass of 
material which he has woven, somewhat loosely, into an immense canvas, covering 
well over seventy years. As a picture of musical life, centred round Worcester, 
Birmingham and London, it is unsurpassed, and thronged with names. Some over- 
loading and consequent triviality were perhaps unavoidable, but Dr. Young’s picture 
of Elgar’s odd personality is exceedingly well drawn. His treatment of the music is less 
convincing than Diana McVeagh’s in her recent book on Elgar (reviewed in the 
November issue). Dr. Young makes many good points in criticism of the works 
seriatim, particularly the unfinished pieces, but his grasp of the growth and charac- 
teristics of Elgar’s style is less sure than hers. The great value of his book is as the 
most copiously documented life of Elgar yet published. (780-92) 


MOZART IN RETROSPECT. Studies in Criticism and Bibliography. 
A. Hyatt King. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 294 pages. 8 plates. 
Musical examples. Bibliography. Indexes. 

It is fortunate that one of the first books to appear in England for the Mozart 

Bicentenary should be as distinguished as Mr. Hyatt King’s series of musicological 

and biographical studies, addressed primarily to the specialist, but of considerable 

interest to the serious music-lover. Many of the essays have appeared in periodicals; 
new ones include the long opening chapter from which the book takes its title, which 
charts the fluctuations in the popularity of Mozart’s music from his day to ours, 
revealed not only by performance but by biographical and critical study. Other 
important chapters analyse Mozart's achievement as performer and composer for 
keyboard instruments, and an account of the melodic sources and affinities of The 

Magic Flute, throwing new light on the workings of his mind in his last years. The 

book is well illustrated and clearly indexed. It reflects credit on the present state of 

British Musicology. (780.92) 


PRINCE OF VIENNA. The Life, the Times and the Melodies of Oscar 
Straus. Bernard Grun. W. H. Allen, 18s. 1955. 22*5 cm. 224 pages. 50 illustrations. 
Musical examples. Chronology. Index. 

Straus, who died in 1951 aged 83, made his name with The Chocolate Soldier in 1908, 

an operetta which showed him to be in the line of Offenbach, Johann Strauss and 

Lehar. His genius lay, above all, in the valse, which dominated his life from his 
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boyhood to the music for the film La Ronde of 1950. By a thorough study of sources 
lightened by a vivid and convincing dialogue, the author has evoked something of the 
musical atmosphere of Vienna, Berlin, Paris, Hollywood and other places where 
Straus lived and worked. This well-constructed book will enthrall anyone who grew 
up with the light music of the last half-century. (780-92) 


OPERA ANNUAL, 1955-6. Edited by Harold Rosenthal. Introduction 
by Irmgard Seefried. John Calder, 21s. 1955. 25 cm. 176 pages. Numerous illust- 
rations (10 in colour). 

Lavishly illustrated, this issue is devoted principally to Mozart in anticipation of his 

bicentenary, and includes a characteristic, sparkling but mildly malicious essay on 

‘The Modern Cult of Mozart’ by Professor E. J. Dent. Other contributions feature the 

production of Mozart at Glyndebourne, in Prague and elsewhere, and some most 

interesting notes by famous Mozart singers, past and present, on their technique and 
experiences. There is also an appendix ‘Mozart Artists of Our Time’, which is some- 
what incomplete. The remainder includes a comprehensive world list of operatic 
productions, and some account of operas given in the last year in Russia and Eastern 
Europe. (782-1) 


VICTORIAN SONG. From Dive to Drawing Room. Maurice Willson 
Disher. Phoenix House, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. 31 illustrations. Index. 
Mr. Disher’s approach to this manysided topic differs from that of most previous 
books in having a better sense of historical continuity. He traces the origins of the 
songs, in style and appeal, back to the eighteenth century and shows how they formed 
an essential part of the Victorian social, theatrical and literary scene, which he has 
studied deeply. The musical quality of these songs not being high, he was wise to 
concentrate on a few of the many other possible cross-sections of their popularity. 
The chapters on ‘the poets Bunn and Ball’, and on John Blockley, who set to music 
more poets than any other song-writer, are new and most interesting. (784-3) 


Recreation 
FUN WITH YOUR FAMILY. Eileen Elias. Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1955. 
22 cm. 128 pages. Drawings (some in colour) by Susan Jane. Index. 

A practical survey of almost every means of entertaining the young. Mrs. Elias, herself 
a parent, deals not only with the usual subjects of games and children’s parties but also 
with family holidays of various kinds, amateur dramatics, keeping pets, hobbies, and 
clubs for young people to join. This is a very sensible book, full of details about such 
subjects as clothes for camping, the best way to stock a library and how to enjoy 
music. Parents will derive from it many useful ideas. (790) 


THE SPARE-TIME BOOK. A Practical Guide to Adventure. Tony Gibson 
and Jack Singleton. Gollancz, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. 
The printing press, radio, television and other mass media have made it so easy to 
share other people’s adventures that the urge to strike out for oneself is dampened. 
This admirable little book sets out to show that adventure can still be found almost 
everywhere and in everything. The authors point out, in their introduction, that 
‘spare-time adventure is not restricted to muscular hearties’ and proceed to prove it 
by ranging from mountaineering and underwater exploration to authorship and 
junk-shopping. It all makes good reading and has something of immediate appeal, as 
well as long-term value, to all ages. A particularly good acquisition for every school 
library. (790) 
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The Circus 
ELEPHANT TRAMP. George Lewis. As told to Byron Fish. Peter Davies, 
1§S. 19$5. 20°5 Cm. 224 pages. 10 photographs. 

The experiences narrated in this book in a racy American style are those of George 
Lewis as told to Byron Fish. ‘Slim’ Lewis has made the handling of circus elephants 
his profession and, in spite of some very narrow escapes from death, he has maintained 
a great affection and understanding for his charges. One of the most important and 
instructive facts emerging from these circus and zoo experiences gathered from all 
over America is the strong individualism of elephants. [t is evident that a trainer must 
be a person not only with great patience (and agility!) but with the ability to study 
the personalities of his elephants with great attention. (791°3) 


The Theatre 


THE FOLIES BERGERE. Paul Derval. Translated from the French by 
Lucienne Hill. Preface by Maurice Chevalier. Methuen, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
158 pages. 38 illustrations. 

With no pretence of setting down more than random recollections, but with the 

firm conviction that the account should be a strictly truthful one, Paul Derval, 

director of the Folies Bergére, has written a lively and personal history of the famous 
music-hall in Paris, opened in 1869. He relates the many changes which have taken 
place, from the early days when star artistes drew the audiences to the time when 
elaborate spectacles were introduced. The presentation of the revues, the lighting 
methods, the décor, the ‘promenoir ladies’, the audiences and the tours, are all described 
and linked with intimate anecdote. (792) 


Ballet 


BALLETS PAST AND PRESENT. Being a Third Supplement to the 
Complete Book of Ballets. Cyril Beaumont. Putnam, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 272 pages. 
55 illustrations. Index. 

The doyen of English ballet critics continues in this volume his monumental work 

of record. Recent works by Ashton and Cranko are included, but it is largely a 

gathering up of important work from several years back. Choreographers now first 

included are Jean Babilée, J. J. Etchevery, Robert Helpmann, Harald Lander, Pia and 

Pino Mlaker, Borge Ralov and George Skibine. Andrée Howard, David Lichine, 

Massine, Ruth Page and Roland Petit are represented by one or two additional works 

each, and considerable sections are devoted to Lifar (seven ballets), to Tudor (four) 

and to Soviet Russian productions (five). In conclusion come six 18th and 19th 
century works by Galeotti, Bournonville, Joseph Mendes, Petipa and Clustine. As 
before, the author gives summary details of each choreographer’s career, and the 

original cast, production details and history, and full scenario of each ballet. (792-8) 


ENTER THE BALLERINA. Pigeon Crowle. Faber, 15s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
178 pages. 40 photographs (1 in colour). 2 drawings by the author. Index. 
Miss Crowle tells the life stories, from childhood to the achievement of ballerina 
status, of seven great dancers of the twentieth century: Tamara Karsavina, Alexandra 
Danilova, Alicia Markova, Margot Fonteyn, Violetta Elvin, Maria Tallchief and 
Svetlana Beriosova. Her narratives vary a little in style, but are on the whole simple 
and full of local colour and picturesque anecdote. By paying unusual and welcome 
attention to the detailed circumstances of each dancer’s training, her school and the 
teachers and choreographers with whom she has worked, the author sets each in her 
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place in the classical tradition they all to some degree share, that which has spread 
during the last fifty years from the academies of imperial Russia. (792°8) 


THE BALLET OF THE SECOND EMPIRE, 1847-1858. Ivor Guest. 
Black, 25s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 142 pages. 64 illustrations. Musical example. Table. 
Bibliography. Index. 

With this companion to his earlier volume on the years 1858-1870, Emma Livry to 

Coppélia, Ivor Guest completes a lively, careful and illuminating picture of the French 

romantic ballet in decline. No aspect is neglected, neither developments in technique 

and taste in the component arts, nor the multifarious influences from critics and 
audience, visiting stars and official direction. Against this setting are assessed the 
achievements of Carlotta Grisi’s last performances, and those of her successors: 

Cerrito and Saint-Léon, Rosati, Ferraris, Mazilier, Mérante and Lucien Petipa. The 

illustrations include photographs, caricatures, reproduction of contemporary illust- 

rations of ballets, and a facsimile of the beginning of Saint-Léon’s only surviving piece 
of dance notation, a pas de six from La Vivandiére. Admirable research, admirably 

presented. (792-8) 


THE BALLET ANNUAL, 1956. A Record and Year Book of the 
Ballet. Edited by Arnold L. Haskell. roth issue. Black, 21s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 144 pages. 
Numerous photographs (1 in colour by Baron). 5 drawings by Michael Ayrton, 
Ralph Cleaver and J. Hodges. Index. 

The editor’s admirable review of the London dance year, August 1954 to July 1955, 

is followed by interesting biographical sketches on P. J. S. Richardson, Alicia 

Markova (by C. W. Beaumont), Adeline Genée, Constant Lambert (by Michael 

Ayrton), Matisse and Derain (by Nigel Gosling). Marie Rambert and others write on 

aspects of the Diaghilev tradition; regional reports cover Denmark, Paris, the United 

States, Latin America, Australia and Canada; and G. B. L. Wilson writes on the 

experimental “Ballet Workshop’ of the Mercury Theatre in London. The statistical 

survey analyses the repertoire danced on tours at home and abroad by Sadler’s Wells 

Ballet, 1946-54, and the volume concludes with obituaries, book reviews and check 

lists of the year’s dance seasons in London. The presentation of text and pictures is 

again excellent. (792-8) 


Sports and Games 

BATSMAN’S PARADISE. An Anatomy of Cricketomania. Ronald Mason. 
Preface by E. R. T. Holmes. Hollis & Carter, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 168 pages. 
8 photographs. 


A very lovely book, partly autobiographical, by one whose enthusiasm for the game 
of cricket is a glowing thing. Lovers of cricket will surely treasure it and those who 
know little about the game may well appreciate something of its fascination because 
of the author’s imaginative approach and his sympathetic humour. He is not a 
celebrated player or sports journalist but writes as a passionate spectator of all classes 
of cricket with some small but satisfying successes as a player in school and club games. 
There is a literary quality about the book which puts it in a class with the cricket 
writings of E. V. Lucas, Edmund Blunden and Neville Cardus. (796-3) 


A MOUNTAIN CALLED NUN KUN. Bernard Pierre. Translated 
from the French by Nea Morin and Janet Adam Smith. Hodder & Stoughton, 16s. 
1955. 21 cm. 190 pages. 25 photographs. 5 maps and diagrams. Glossary. 

After a number of books by British mountaineers on recent Himalayan expeditions 

it is interesting to read the story of French climbers’ adventures in this great range. 
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Their experiences included two avalanches which caused injuries to half the assault 
party. Nevertheless, two climbers (one of whom was a well-known woman 
mountaineer) finally reached the 23,000 ft. summit. Compared with similar books by 
British authors the writing is franker and more unrestrained, but it is none the worse 
for that. The translation is excellent. (796-52) 


YACHTING. A History. Peter Heaton. Batsford, 25s. 1955. 23 cm. 280 pages. 
109 photographs, drawings and diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Heaton, author of two popular Penguins, Sailing and Cruising, is careful to state 
that his new book does not pretend to be ‘the’ history of yachting, since that would 
require a small library. But within its chosen compass, it is a very valuable survey, 
from Charles II’s time until today, both of the ‘sport’ or pastime of yachting, and the 
‘state’ aspect of the subject, so well represented in Her Majesty’s recently built 
Britannia. An attractive and wide-ranging text is helped by some unusual photographs, 
by some slightly less successful reproductions after prints, and essential plans. It is an 
admirable venture both for its courage in covering three centuries’ activities and for 
its success in conveying enthusiasm so knowledgeably. (797-14) 


YACHTING WORLD ANNUAL, 10956. Iliffe, 30s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 
192 pages. Numerous photographs and diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The Yachting World Annual includes, as its regular feature, a survey of the principal 
events of the season. 1955 was a happy one, thanks to the good weather which held 
for so long all over the Northern Hemisphere. The Annual also provides a series of 
drawings of the latest designs in both powered and sailing yachts, and a number 
of special articles. Perhaps the outstanding item this year is that by Eric | “cock 
on Planning for a Long Voyage, but others run it close, for instance Ian | or on 
Dinghy Developments and Jason Borthwick on Olympic Strategy. Another valuable 
feature is the illustrated note on Donald Campbell’s water-speed record in his jet- 
driven hydroplane. The photographs are of excellent standard. (797°14) 


THE GENTLE ART OF ANGLING. Bernard Venables. Reinhardt, 15s. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. Drawings by the author. 
This is not a technical book on fishing, and the author observes that there are many, 
perhaps too many, books on angling as a sport, an art and a science. He argues that 
it is also an attitude of mind and that the angler himself has remained unexamined. 
All sorts and conditions of men have fallen into the ‘madness of delighted pre- 
occupation with the catching of fish both little and big’. The book therefore seeks to 
explain the fisherman to himself and to guide the novice in a more than merely 
technical sense. A satisfying philosophic book leading, by many paths, to the con- 
clusion that ‘fishing is worth no more than its pleasure’. (799°1) 


THE KING IN HIS COUNTRY. Aubrey Buxton. Longmans, 18s. 1955. 
23 cm. 152 pages. 17 photographs (1 in colour). Index to names entered in the 
Game Book. 

This book reveals King George the Sixth as a sportsman with a love of shooting in all 

that it offers. Not for him was the sport to be seen in terms only of the organised 

shoots so dear to earlier generations. Rather his heart lay in rough shooting in the 
countryside and in the study of the habits of wild life, more particularly of wild fowl. 

The extracts from his game book, written up with comments in his own hand, show 

a rare appreciation of his subject. The excellent illustrations add greatly to the charm 

of this book. (799-2) 
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LITERATURE 


STYLE. F. L. Lucas. Cassell, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 294 pages. Index. 

Mr. Lucas wisely—and happily for his readers—keeps substantially for his book his 
original lecture-form. It enables him to carry gracefully (and characteristically) the 
scholarship his subject demands if he is not to defeat his aims of encouraging literary 
appreciation, clear writing and thinking, and the preservation of the purity of the 
English tongue. Literary style is the means by which one personality moves another 
by the perennially admired qualities of courtesy, good humour and gaiety, vitality, 
good sense and sincerity. The author deals with these characteristics, appearing in a 
writer's technique as clarity, brevity and variety, urbanity, simplicity, concreteness, 
attention to melody, and the use of simile and metaphor. The observations by the way 
and the wealth of illustrative quotations are relevant and never overwhelming. The 
author’s own style in this outstanding book provides striking examples that he 
practises what he preaches. (808) 


THE PSYCHOLOGICAL NOVEL, 1900-1950. Leon Edel. Hart-Davis, 
gs.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 148 pages. Index. 


The second and third decades of the century saw the emergence and acceptance of the 
stream-of-consciousness novel, which is the subject of this short, lucid, and well- 
considered study. Dr. Edel first examines the causes and nature of the ‘inward-turning’ 
that happened simultaneously and independently in novels published between 1913 
and 1915 by Dorothy Richardson, Proust, and Joyce, and then discusses the work of 
these and other writers under such heads as the Jamesian ‘point of view’, the use of the 
unconscious and symbols and time, and the elements of poetry and autobiography. 
Incidentally, anyone who has found Dorothy Richardson hard to read will be 
encouraged by Dr. Edel to try again. (809-3) 


American Literature 
THE COLLECTED POEMS OF WALLACE STEVENS. Faber, 42s. 
1955. 24 cm. $56 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index of titles. 

The American poet Wallace Stevens, who died in August 1955, was regarded in his 
own country as one of the most important of modern writers. In England he has been 
little read. This may be because he is not an easy poet, and the reader is faced with the 
difficulty of tackling intrinsic obscurity plus the strangeness of a foreign idiom. Yet 
Stevens is a poet who can touch the sensibilities and enchant the senses. The hurly- 
burly of common life finds no place in his work; instead, he creates an individual 
world of order compounded of a balanced proportion of form, colour, sound, scent. 
He is an extremely fastidious writer, a linguistic hedonist to whom pleasure means the 
imposition of pattern on random nature. This volume contains the bulk of his work, 
together with some unpublished poems. (811-5) 


English Poetry 

GRAY’S POEMS, LETTERS AND ESSAYS. Introduction by John 
Drinkwater. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 416 pages. Biographical notes by 
Lewis Gibbs. Bibliography. Index. 

No poem in English is better known than the Elegy written in a Country Churchyard, 

but apart from this the work of Thomas Gray (1716-71) has never been so widely read 

as it deserves. This volume, reprinted from the first edition of 1912 with the addition 

of Mr. Gibbs’s notes, provides an admirable conspectus. It includes Gray’s English 

poems, all of them accomplished and some of them revolutionary in their own time; 
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his Latin poems; five essays on metre and rhyme; and a selection of 150 letters, 


addressed to Horace Walpole, Thomas Warton and others, which reveal him in 
his quiet way as one of the best of English letter-writers. (821-6) 


AUSTRALIAN BUSH BALLADS. Edited by Douglas Stewart and 
Nancy Keesing. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 34s. 1955. 
24°5 cm. 454 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The bush ballads of the ‘nineties with their simple stories, humorous, heroic and 

tragic, embody the awakening national sentiment of the Australian people of that 

period. They form, as well, a distinctive literary movement with a tradition that con- 
tinues to influence modern Australian writers. This anthology, chosen by two of 

Australia’s poets, is the first of two projected volumes of verse, and includes ballads 

written between 1860 and the present day. Its purpose is to preserve the essential 

dramatic character of the ballad as it was at its peak in the ’nineties in the work of 

Gordon and Paterson. (821-8A) 


NEW POEMS, 10955. Edited, with an Introduction, by Patric Dickinson, 
J. C. Hall and Erica Marx. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 124 pages. 
Biographical notes. Index. 

The fourth of the annual P.E.N. anthologies of new poetry. Out of about five 

thousand poems submitted, the editors have chosen sixty-four, which are printed 

anonymously, so that the reader, if he plays fair and refrains from turning at once to 
the index, need not be swayed by reputations in forming his opinions. Any collection 
of this kind inevitably lacks homogeneity, but the general standard of achievement 
is high and every reader will find some poems to his liking and be grateful for the 
introduction to poets he has not heard of before. (821-9) 


English Drama 


JULIUS CAESAR. William Shakespeare. Edited by T. S$. Dorsch. Methuen, 
158. 19$§. 22 cm. 240 pages. (Arden Shakespeare) 
The text of Julius Caesar is derived from the First Folio; it appears to have been set up 
from unusually good copy and there are no rival early quartos. The interest of the 
present re-edited edition, apart from its excellent notes, is mainly centred in the recent 
theories concerning abridgment or revision of the play, and its dramatic interpretation. 
The editor disposes convincingly of the ‘disintegrators’ headed by J. M. Robertson, 
who have suspected revision by Marlowe, Jonson or others. In his critical introduction 
he summarises recent estimates of the personae of the play and contributes a fresh and 
lively appreciation of his own, especially of the characters of Caesar and Antony. 


(822-3) 


CARNIVAL KING. A Play in Three Acts. Henry Treece. Faber, 12s.6d. 
1955. 22 cm. 118 pages. 
Written in vigorous prose by a modern poet, this is a play of fierce conflict, both of 
character and action. The protagonists are Edward II of England, his Queen, Isabella, 
his favourite, Piers Gaveston (this ‘point in the triangle’ is lost early by his death at 
the end of Act I), and lastly a group of disapproving barons. Edward, both pleasure- 
seeker and philosopher, both a poet and a king, commanding early the allegiance of 
wife, friend and people, eventually loses all, almost wilfully and carelessly, by his 
temperamental instability. The end of this absorbing play finds him murdered and 
his young son being versed in his tragic history. (822-9) 
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English Essays 


IZAAK WALTON. Margaret Bottrall. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 
1955. 21°§ cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covets. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Margaret Bottrall has compressed much relevant information into this balanced 

assessment of Izaak Walton and his books. The Compleat Angler, first published in 

1651, has become a popular minor classic, greatly appreciated for its unpretentious, 

amateur approach to the sport of fishing, its love of the English countryside, and the 

‘olerance and humour of the Angler himself. But his other major work—the ‘lives’ 

of John Donne, Sir Henry Wotton, Richard Hooker, George Herbert, and Dr. 

Sanderson—was much more highly valued by Walton himself, and very properly the 

author lays stress on his excellence as a serious and sympathetic biographer, main- 

taining that, in this role, his qualities are displayed to even better advantage. (824-4) 


SELECTIONS FROM SAMUEL JOHNSON, 1709-1784. Edited and 
introduced by R. W. Chapman. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1955. 18 cm. 
462 pages. 

This selection from the works of Johnson contains examples of almost every aspect 

of his literary output—verse, moral essays, Criticism, travel, parliamentary reporting, 

sermons, letters and political comment. They have been arranged chronologically to 
enable the reader to trace the development of style from Johnson’s youthful verses, 
penned in 1726, to letters written in the year of his death. Mr. Chapman’s aim has 
been ‘to do justice to the wide range of Johnson’s thought, and his selection, read in 
conjunction with Boswell, will undoubtedly serve both serious student and general 
reader well. (824.6) 


German Literature 


THE NORTH SEA. Heinrich Heine. Translated from the German by 
Vernon Watkins. Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 22° cm. 96 pages. 


Heine, who loved the sea in its more turbulent aspects, was the first German poet to 
realise its thematic possibilities. This translation of his two cycles of North Sea poems, 
mostly in free verse, with the German en face, is by a young poet whose enthusiasm 
for Heine, combined with his own poetic skill, has enabled him to capture something 
of the excitement in which Heine composed his verses, though he does not always 
catch the precise meaning of the words. The two-page introduction contains a number 
of mis-statements which mar an otherwise pleasant little book. (831.7) 


French Literature 


ARTHURIAN ROMANCES. Chrétien de Troyes. Translated from the 
French with an introduction by W. W. Comfort. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 
398 pages. Notes. Bibliography. (Everman’s Library) 

Chrétien de Troyes, a French poet writing in the latter part of the twelfth century, 

has left us the oldest known accounts of the adventures of King Arthur’s knights, in 

four verse-romances, Erec et Enide, Cligés, Yvain and Lancelot, which embody the 
ideals of French medieval chivalry. Mr. Comfort’s careful translations are in clear, 
pleasant and very readable prose. The book is reprinted, with no change except in the 

larger size, from the first ‘Everyman’ edition of 1914. (841.1) 





44 








& 
i 
s 
B 
+ 
; 


eae 1 


ae ee a ee 








































of Sane? 





HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


MAN ON HIS PAST. The Study of the History of Historical Scholarship. 
Herbert Butterfield. Cambridge University Press, 22s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
Index. 

This book is based on lectures under the Wiles Trust in Belfast University, a foun- 

dation designed to promote and extend historical thinking into the realm of general 

ideas. Professor Butterfield fulfils the terms of the Trust both by choice of subject 
and in the way he treats it, for his theme is an examination of the scope, methods, and 
objectives of the history of historical writing, with special reference to the rise of the 

German School of History, and the historical movement of the nineteenth century. 

Ranke and Acton come in for special investigation, and the profit of such assessments 

in historiography is illustrated from the ways in which historians have dealt with the 

origins of the Seven Years’ War, and Acton’s study of the Massacre of St. Bartholo- 


mew. An exciting and stimulating work worth the attention of anyone interested in 
historical studies. (907) 


THE POST-WAR DECADE. A Short History of the World, 1945-1955 
J. Hampden Jackson. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 20.5 cm. 206 pages. 7 maps. Index. 
This little book makes no pretence of being anything more than an interim account 
purely utilitarian in nature, with no claim to a place as a permanent work of reference. 
Within the narrow limits its author had in mind, it will undoubtedly meet a real need. 
Newspapers today supply in increasing quantity the facts—and the rumours—of 
world politics. Through the maze it is hard for anyone not a specialist in international 
affairs to perceive the logic of events. This survey of the last decade supplies in simple 
language the main outlines and the significance of current affairs. (909.82) 


Geography Travel Description 


THE CREST OF THE WAVE. Uffa Fox. Revised edition, slightly abridged. 
Peter Davies, 16s. 1955. 20° cm. 268 pages. 22 photographs. 

A new edition of a book first published in 1939, which relates the early experiences of 

a man now famous as one of the leading yacht designers. Mr. Fox’s accounts of his 

Atlantic crossings in his own Typhoon and Diablesse, the cruise of the Vigilant to the 

Baltic, and channel passages in his 14-foot dinghy Adventure are widely known by 

repute. Many sailing people will welcome the chance of reading or re-reading them. 


(910°4) 


MAN AGAINST NATURE. Tales of Adventure and Exploration. Collected 
and edited by Charles Neider. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. $04 pages. 
Bibliography. 

Mr. Neider’s anthology ranges widely in time and, since he interprets nature 

comprehensively, in interest also. He perceives that adventure is exciting to the 

imagination, as well as physically. This is amply demonstrated by his selection, 
whether the theme is the hunting down of a man-eating tiger and struggles against 
tornado, flood, fire, and earthquake, or contemporary adventures such as bailing out 
at supersonic speed or facing the perils of experiment in atomic physics. Exploration is 
represented by Scott, Amundsen, Shackleton and Byrd, among others. The choice 
is good throughout, and one could not read any of these tales without a feeling of 
exhilaration and pride in human achievement. (910.8) 
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THE OXFORD HOME ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Being the Oxford 
School Atlas in a general edition. Prepared by the Cartographic Department of 
the Clarendon Press. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1955. 26 cm. 140 pages, including 
104 pages of maps in colour and 32 pages of index. 

This compact, attractive atlas should find favour even with those who are ordinarily 

*‘map-shy’. Considerable thought has been given to elucidating and simplifying its use, 

and many of the maps are in a style employing hill-shading, which gives a visual 

impression of relief. Others are layer-coloured, but it is to be regretted that contours 
have been abandoned entirely. There are also a number of topical maps (population, 
climate, etc.) which, in conjunction with the relief maps, allow a good general idea 
to be formed of any particular region. The index to the British Isles, using the National 
Grid, is quite comprehensive, that to the rest of the world markedly less so. —_ (912) 


OLD EUROPEAN CITIES. Twenty-four 16th-century City Maps and 
Texts from the Civitates orbis terrarum of Georg Braun and Franz Hogenberg with 
an interpretation by Arthur Hibbert and a description by Ruthardt Oehme of early 
map-making techniques. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 144 pages. 24 maps 
in colour. 

The Civitates orbis terrarum was a popular picture book of the 16th and 17th centuries. 

These reduced reproductions in colour—birds-eye views, panoramas, and plans— 

convey pleasantly the variety in character and differences in development of European 

cities. The contemporary text accompanying cach illustration has been skilfully 
translated by Professor J. M. Clark; it contains a mixture of fanciful history and 
pertinent comment. The two introductory essays point out the interest of the 
engravings and give some details of Braun and Hogenberg. Despite the title page, 
there is virtually nothing about the technique of map-making. (912-4) 


HOLIDAY LANCASHIRE. Sydney Moorhouse. Hale, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 
242 pages. 25 photographs. Sketch map. Bibliography. Index. (Regional Books) 
This recruit to a popular and rapidly lengthening series treats of the coast of Lancashire, 
from Formby to Barrow, and its immediate hinterland. Its title is a little misleading, 
for, though the great holiday resorts of Blackpool, Southport, and Morecambe are 
adequately dealt with, more attention happily is paid to the parts of the region that 
are less frequented, such as the Fylde, the sands of Morecambe Bay with their cockle 
fishers, and the city of Lancaster, which gets thirty pages as compared with Blackpool's 
twenty. The author is specially interested in agriculture, sheep-farming, and market- 
gardening, and in peat and turf cutting, fox-hunting, hound-trailing, and other rural 
activities. (914:2) 


PICTURES ON THE PAVEMENT. G. W. Stonier. Michael Joseph, 18s. 
19$5. 23°§ cm. 216 pages. Illustrations by Edward Ardizzone. 
Mr. Stonier is the most notable master in this country of what is now almost a lost 
art, the short descriptive sketch of city life, in which every word is weighed and the 
cliché is anathema. Much of his writing is reminiscent of the early sketches of Dickens, 
with which it is quite worthy of comparison. His sympathies are wide. He is a film 
critic, and a connoisseur of public-houses; above all he is a leisurely but keen-witted 
observer of his neighbours as they hurry about their vocations. His descriptions are 
delightfully illustrated by Edward Ardizzone’s drawings. (914:21) 
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HERE IN SPAIN. Chapman Mortimer. Cresset Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 
336 pages. 
This is not a companion for the tourist—sightseeing is anathema to the author. 
He writes as a painter, to create atmosphere and evoke a scene; or as an interpreter of 
the thoughts and emotions of the common people among whom he moved. His 
mannered style sometimes becomes a little tedious, but at his best—as in the chapter 
devoted to bulls and the men who fight them—he brings the scene vividly to life and 
induces a sense of intimate participation in it. (914-6) 


THE SOVIET UNION AFTER STALIN. Héléne and Pierre Lazareff. 
Translated from the French. Odhams Press, 16s. 1955. 21*5 cm. 254 pages. 13 illust- 
rations. Index. 

The authors, both distinguished French journalists, accompanied the Comédie 

Francaise to Moscow and Leningrad in 1953, and stayed on to travel extensively in the 

Soviet Union, visiting Georgia and the shores of the Black Sea. Fluent Russian enabled 

them to obtain first-hand information from officials and casual acquaintances of 

many aspects of life in Russia today, including the changed outlook since the death 
of Stalin. In a series of interesting and revealing descriptions of their travels, they 
introduce us to a new Russia where a new rich government aristocracy is succeeding 
the classless society, and touch upon such topics as the extensive use of radio (to be 
followed by television) for propaganda, the new housing programme, consumer 
goods, religion, and the theatre. (914-7) 


THE PEOPLE OF MOSCOW. Photographed and introduced by Henri 
Cartier-Bresson. Translated from the French. Thames & Hudson, 42s. 1955. 28 cm. 
10 pages of text. 163 photographs. 

These really excellent pictures, with succint captions, reveal the people of Moscow 

going about their daily business obviously unaware of the camera. We see them at 

work and at play, in streets and shops, in procession and alone, with their families 
and colleagues, in church, mosque, school and university. Beautifully produced, this 

collection conveys a striking impression of everyday life in a modern city against a 

background of new skyscrapers and ancient buildings. (914°73) 


THE WORLD OF DEW. Aspects of Living Japan. D. J. Enright. Secker 
& Warburg, 18s. 1955. 20 cm. 216 pages. 14 photographs by Francis Haar. 
‘This little book does not pretend to reveal the truth about Japan. It may serve to 
correct misconceptions’, says the author, unwittingly defining his audience—those 
who know something of Japan from reading or experience. For others there is the 
danger of carrying away a wrong impression, since they have no way to test the truth 
of Dr. Enright’s ‘corrected misconceptions’. When writing of the educational system 
and the university in particular, he brings a sharply observant and critical mind to his 
subject. He is less happy when he ventures into the social and economic fields. 
Nevertheless, this is one of the most lively and instructive books to have been written 
about Japan in recent years. (915-2) 


INDIA. Photographs, introductory essay and notes by Richard Lannoy. Thames 
& Hudson, 42s. 1955. 31 cm. 200 pages. 188 photographs (6 in colour). Map. 
Chronology. Notes on the plates. 

This is a beautiful book; and it is a pity that its price will put it beyond the reach of 

most private readers. But it should be owned by every public and institutional library 
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which aims at a reasonable stock of books on India. Many of the photographs are 
superb, evocative for those who have lived in India and full of information for those 
who have not. The introductory notes in impressionist style are rather more than 
adequate. No one who has visited Madras lately will agree that Bharata Natyam is 
rarely performed today, but there seem to be very few inaccuracies in a volume of 
which author and publishers can be proud. (915-4) 





THE SHERPA AND THE SNOWMAN. Charles Stonor. Foreword by 
Sir John Hunt. Hollis & Carter, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 222 pages. 37 photographs (1 in 
colour). Index. 


This delightful book is by a scientist on the expedition sponsored by the Daily Mail 
to investigate the mystery of the so-called Abominable Snowman. A strong case is 
made out for the survival, in the vast area just above the Himalayan tree-line, of a few 
specimens of an unknown man-like ape. The account of the stalwart Sherpas and 
their country is the best ever published. Written from an entirely different angle, the 
book in no sense duplicates Ralph Izzard’s recent account. Naturalist, fireside 
traveller and general reader will all enjoy it. The illustrations are outstanding. (915-42) 





EAST OF KATMANDU. Tom Weir. Oliver & Boyd, 16s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
144 pages. 91 illustrations (2 in colour). 2 maps. 
An interesting account of four months’ travel and mountaineering in the Himalayas. 
With Tom MacKinnon, who was soon to take part in the expedition that climbed the 
Nepalese face of Kanchenjunga, and two other Scottish friends, he shared ‘a world of 
action and adventure and nights in high camps’. He carries the reader easily along 
with him through his admirable descriptions, which include life in Sherpa villages, 
sunsets on Himalayan summits, birds, flowers and the ever-present leeches, and the 
varied beauty of the countryside east of Everest as seen on the march from and to 
Katmandu. Many good photographs illustrate his record. (915-42) 


ONE MAN’S AFRICA. John Seymour. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 25s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 256 pages. 31 photographs. 2 maps. 
Mr. Seymour is already known as the author of two books on India. Here he goes 
back to his youth spent in farming in South and South-West Africa, with excursions 
into the snock fishery, the copper mines of Northern Rhodesia, tramping from the 
Copperbelt to Lusaka, and acting as Government Stock inspector. The author likes 
getting down to earth, and does it well. The later chapters recount, racily and with 
humour, incidents in the Abyssinian campaign. It was after the war that he travelled in 
India, but in 1954 he returned again to Africa to refresh his impressions. Mr. Seymour 
is non-academic, often very much to the point, and an optimist, and his books are 
worth-while. (916) 


ETERNAL EGYPT. Clement Robichon and Alexandre Varille. Translated 
from the French by Laetitia Gifford. Duckworth, 21s. 1955. 25 cm. 16 pages of text. 
144 photographs by various photographers. 

A picture book of superb photographs of the Egyptian scene. More than half are of the 

ancient monuments; and a satisfactory number of them are directed to details of 

architecture and carving. The rest cover the rural life of today; old Cairo and its 
mosques; some of the oases; early Coptic monasteries; the Nile; and the desert 
background. A preface gives adequate historical notes on subjects requiring them. 

(916-2) 
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THE RED SEA MOUNTAINS OF EGYPT. L. A. Tregenza. Oxford 
University Press, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. 18 photographs. Map. Index. 
The columns of the Parthenon and of Trojan’s Forum were built of the coarse 
grained granite which was hewn from the Red Sea Mountains and conveyed to the 
Nile and down river to Alexandria. The desert routes, posts and settlements of 
the Romans and the quarries of granite and porphyry are here traced as the author 
travels on foot with his Arab companions from Qena on the Nile to the Red Sea. 
The journey is finely described and the author’s acute and interesting observations on 
the bird, animal and plant life are a valuable addition to his records. The more curious 
reader might wish for botanical and zoological glossaries and a plain map of the 
Roman routes to supplement the excellent contour map. (916-2) 


LAND OF THE TIKOLOSHE. J. B. Shephard. Longmans, 15s. 1955. 
22-5 cm. 184 pages. 16 photographs. Sketch map. 
The ‘land of the Tikoloshe’ is the Transkei country, ‘still a very primitive land, 
underdeveloped, unexploited, and in parts very little known’ which has been set aside 
for Africans. Colonel Shephard gives a clear, unpedantic account of the strange 
mixture of European convention, church ritual and pagan custom which governs the 
life of the natives. He emphasises the bad effects of the inflated importance accorded 
to the ownership of cattle, of the recruiting of labour for the Union mines, and of the 
lack of opportunities for native craftsmen. The power of the witch doctor is another 
factor still to be reckoned with. The author makes his points unobtrusivly but firmly 
through his gift for lively and arresting reporting, with a sense of humour never far 
away. (916-87) 


JOURNEYS TO THE ISLAND OF ST. JOHN OR PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND 1775-1832. Edited by D. C. Harvey. Macmillan 
(Toronto and London), $3-75: 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 222 pages. Endpaper maps. 
(Pioneer Books) 

These three journeys contribute usefully to the social history of Prince Edward 

Island; one of them has a more general interest. Thomas Curtis, a London sawyer, 

who visited the island in 1775, is otherwise unknown, but his ability to write good 

sturdy English, without frills, though sometimes ungrammatical, is noteworthy. 

A sensible, outspoken fellow, he gives a circumstantial account of his shipwreck and 

of the difficulties which faced the early British settlers. Walter Johnstone, forty-five 

years later, painstakingly describes what he saw on his missionary travels. J. L. 

Lewellin’s object was to persuade a number of British farmers to migrate thither and 

to improve the agriculture. Adequate short introductions are provided, but an index 

would have been useful. (917-17) 


THE LOST WORLD OF THE AMAZON. Franz Eichhorn. Translated 
from the German by Mervyn Savill. Souvenir Press, 18s. 1955. 225 cm. 196 pages. 
50 photographs. Map. 


Illustrated by some vivid and unique photographs of birds, animals and insects of the 
Amazon, this volume joins the small but growing library of travel books that describe 
the hazards which must be faced when making ‘films on dangerous and barely 
explored territory. Franz Eichhorn is a German film-maker who has specialised in 
filming the Amazon since the 1930's, and this book deals with a pre-war expedition 
undertaken for a German studio to make a story film which would show the Amazon 
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delta and its fauna. Although the style is at times naive, the book is full of interesting 
details about the problems of filming wild life under the most difficult natural 
conditions. (918-1) 


ANTARCTIC VENTURE. Seven Men amongst the Penguins. Mario 
Marret. Translated from the French by Edward Fitzgerald. Kimber, 18s. 1955. 
22 cm. 218 pages. 20 photographs. Map in text. Endpaper map. 

Disaster overtook the 1952 expedition to Adélie Land when their main base was burnt 

out. Seven men stayed on at the now overcrowded and under-equipped subsidiary 

base near the great rookery at Geology Point to study the Emperor penguin on its 
winter breeding ground. Their leader here modestly describes (helped by excellent 
photographs) their gallant struggle with a relentless climate, their exacting scientific 
programme, their dangerous journeys over sea-ice and on land and—the expedition’s 
main achievement—their careful observation of the courtship and breeding habits 
of the Emperors, of which little was previously known. (919-9) 


Biography 
HARLEY GRANVILLE BARKER: Man of the Theatre, Dramatist and 
Scholar. C. B. Purdom. Rockliff, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 336 pages. 43 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 
The Vedrenne-Barker tenancy of the Court Theatre in London was indisputably the 
most stimulating event in the history of the English theatre in the first half of this 
century. The prime mover of this enterprise and of the Lillah McCarthy-Barker 
management which succeeded it was Granville-Barker, actor, producer, playwright 
and scholar, who has become a legend and an inspiration in the theatre. This is the 
first full-length appraisal of the man and his achievement. The author is perhaps more 
successful with the latter than in creating a picture of the man. However, he has had 
at his disposal a vast number of letters and in quotation from these the man emerges. 
The book is essential to the student of the theatre, but the letters of Shaw, Barrie, 
Masefield, Gilbert Murray and others should ensure for it a wide appeal. (92) 


FRED BASON’S 3RD DIARY. Edited and with an Introduction by 
Michael Sadleir. Deutsch, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 184 pages. Portrait frontispiece 
by Nicolas Bentley. 

Fred Bason was born forty-seven years ago and has been keeping a diary for thirty-five 

of them. The present volume starts in 1922 and ends with an extract dated early in 

1955. It makes enjoyable reading, for the list of the famous who have become the 

author’s firm friends is long and they are described with all the shrewdness and 

frankness that belong to the Cockney’s birthright. His warmness of heart and his 
understanding of human nature are as clear as is his sincerity, but he is no respecter of 
persons and his comment can, at times, be as devastating as it is usually generous. 

Somerset Maugham once advised Fred Bason to ‘talk it out loud’ and this is precisely 

the style in which his diary is written. The result is a very readable mixture of shrewd- 

ness and sympathy, wit and satire. (92) 


THE UNEVEN ROAD. Lord Belhaven. Murray, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 
344 pages. 15 illustrations. 2 maps. Index. 


In 1931 the author, a professional soldier, became a District Officer in the Aden 
Protectorate. The tangled story of the clans and tribes is made intelligible by his sense 
of history, his understanding of the people, and his literary gift. His understanding 
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often brought him into conflict with the authorities, but his ideas certainly laid the 
foundation of today’s more settled state. This same sense of history is with him as a 
military governor in Italy in Grosseto and Lucca. A rest by the monastery of San 
Robano gives rise to a passage of extreme beauty. He writes with modesty of his 
earlier years and we see him as a lonely figure in South Western Arabia until he finds 
happiness in family life again. (92) 


HARRY BELL. Being Part One of a Family History. Brian Stuart. Richard 
Bell: distributed by Putnam, 14s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 272 pages. 
“This life story’, say the publishers, ‘reads like a novel’. That it does so may give rise 
to regrets, for, upon a layer of truth—the fact that his grandfather, a young man of 
considerable estate, enlisted in the harsh, early-Victorian army and served through the 
Crimea and the Indian Mutiny—the author has erected the necessary “background’, 
including dialogue which, for the most part, could only be guesswork. It is, however, 
an interesting story of the rise of a man by merit from private to Regimental Sergeant 
Major, and Mr. Bell promises, in a future volume, to reveal the reason for his hero’s 
extraordinary decision. (92) 


BLAMEY. The Biography of Field-Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey. John Hethering- 
ton. F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), 16s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 272 pages. 17 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Even before the last war Blamey, who had retired from the Army fourteen years 

previously, was a controversial figure. Appointed to command the Australian forces 

overseas, he held his responsible post successfully, in spite of differences from time to 

time with other Allied officers, and in 1950, just before his death, he was made a 

Field-Marshal. The author has concentrated on the human side of this forceful 

commander rather than on his military attributes, though he does throw a number of 

interesting sidelights on the campaigns in Greece and New Guinea in which Blamey 

took a prominent part. (92) 


HORATIO BOTTOMLEY. Julian Symons. Cresset Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 
296 pages. 7 illustrations. Index. 


Horatio Bottomley (1860-1933) is aptly described as ‘one of the most flamboyant 
figures of this century’, and it is not surprising that his amazing career should have 
attracted the attention of Mr. Symons, a well-known writer of detective stories. 
This biography, the first full account of his life, describes dramatically his rise from 
humble circumstances to celebrity as financier, racehorse owner, member of Parlia- 
ment and editor of John Bull, and his eventual downfall as swindler and bankrupt. 
Among the chapters of absorbing interest are those which recall his success as orator 
and publicist during the 1914-1918 war. (92) 


PASSIONATE SEARCH. A Life of Charlotte Bronté. Margaret Crompton. 
Cassell, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. 16 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Much has been written about the Bronté family, but gaps still remain, notably from 
the point of view of Charlotte’s personal relations with those who were near to her. 
This biographical study deals with these relationships and pays particular attention 
to what was undoubtedly the greatest emotional conflict in Charlotte’s life—her deep 
attachment to M. Heger during her two years’ stay in Belgium. Margaret Crompton 
writes warmly and sympathetically and her study makes extensive use of quotation 


to illustrate a point or support a statement. A fresh and interesting piece of work, and 
very readable. (92) 
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THE DOG AT CLAMBERCROWN,. An Excursion by Jocelyn Brooke. 
Bodley Head, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. 7 plates. 
A further volume in Mr. Brooke’s familiar style of light and discursive personal 
reminiscence. The book pursues three distinct but interwoven themes. The first 
records a journey through Southern Italy to Sicily, culminating at the desolate lake 
of Pergusa. The second is in the vein of his earlier books, in which he describes 
through a boy’s eyes the British countryside and the village and family life of thirty 
years ago. Thirdly, he traces his post-war service in the Royal Army Medical Corps. 
This section is the briefest, the richest in comedy and the best written, though 
Mr. Brooke possesses at all times the gift of holding his reader’s attention. (92) 


BROTHER EDWARD: Priest and Evangelist. Kenneth G. Packard. Bles, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 168 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
Edward Gordon Bulstrode, known to vast numbers as Brother Edward, was an 
Anglican clergyman who, without any private material resources, travelled from 
parish to parish on preaching missions. He died in 1953. As Lord Elton observes in a 
foreword, although he was never mentioned in the press, the message he carried was 
of greater import, as many realised, than all the battles of history. The majority of 
those who heard him knew nothing of his parentage or history and Mr. Packard has 
rendered a timely service by writing a biography which allows Brother Edward to 
shine in his own light. (92) 


ELIZABETH CADBURY, 1858-1951. Richenda Scott. Harrap, 12s.6d. 
1955. 21°5 cm. 200 pages. 16 photographs. Index. 
Elizabeth Cadbury based her life of service to the city of Birmingham and the cause 
of international peace on the principle that all social work should have a religious 
motive. She was the inspirer and ally of her husband, George Cadbury, in planning 
the Bournville Village Trust and the Quaker colleges at Selly Oak. Later she provided 
clinics and hospitals for women and children and was an active supporter of 
innumerable international organisations. This readable biography conveys a vigorous 
impression for the general reader of a woman who was prepared always to criticise 
what was vague and unanchored in the thought of the modern Society of Friends; 
and who managed by her clear-sightedness to achieve a balance between belief and 
action. (92) 


THE CAPEL LETTERS. Being the Correspondence of Lady Caroline 
Capel and her daughters with the Dowager Countess of Uxbridge from Brussels 
and Switzerland, 1814-1817. Edited by The Marquess of Anglesey. Introduction by 
Sir Arthur Bryant. Cape, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 248 pages. 8 illustrations. Genealogical 
table. Notes. Index. 


Lady Caroline Capel and her elder daughters wrote these letters to her mother, Lady 
Uxbridge, when the Capel family, for reasons of economy, went to live in Brussels, 
July 1814. Coming as they did from the seat of the great events of “The Hundred 
Days’, the letters give the writers’ personal impressions of stirring times in which 
many of their acquaintances, friends and relations took a leading part. The story of 
their life in new surroundings, their travels, amusements, opinions of persons and 
places, their efforts at economy, all help to complete a picture of part of the back- 
ground of an historic period. Lord Anglesey’s notes and Sir Arthur Bryant’s intro- 
duction give unity to a vivid narrative. (92) 



































FINALE. Adelina de Lara in collaboration with Clare H-Abrahall. Burke, 18s. 

1955. 22°§ cm. 222 pages. 27 illustrations. Discography. 
Written with a naive frankness that is sometimes almost embarrassing this auto- 
biography tells the story of a generous, impulsive and highly emotional personality, 
whose public career as a pianist goes back to 1880. It is chiefly of value for the account 
of the teaching of Clara Schumann, whose pupil Madame de Lara was for several 
years, and for descriptions of such eminent musicians as Brahms and Joachim. Other- 
wise, the interest lies in the vivid picture of the background of music in Victorian 
society, a picture which is coloured by the numerous chatty anecdotes that seem to 
form an integral part of the lives of virtuosi. (92) 


BLOND VENUS. A Life of Marlene Dietrich. Leslie Frewin. MacGibbon & Kee, 
158. 1955. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 41 photographs. 
This biography of Marlene Dietrich is concerned to outline the main facts of her 
career rather than to interpret the significance of her work as one of the screen’s most 
remarkable stars. Her personality is mostly revealed through a constant succession of 
anecdotes which make amusing reading, and on this level the book is very well 
written. She emerges as a self-conscious, efficient and highly professional show- 
woman, whose outstanding capacity for stardom has never changed her private desire 
for a settled domesticity. (92) 


LIVING LIKE A LORD. John Godley, Lord Kilbracken. Gollancz, 16s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. 
Presumably a first instalment—the writer is only 35—this autobiography has much 
variety and humour. It starts with the author’s colourful time at Eton, moves to his 
wartime experiences in the Fleet Air Arm, follows his journey by car from Britain to 
New Zealand and continues through a series of equally interesting episodes to his 
taking to writing. There are some very entertaining experiences from what has 
evidently been a full and colourful twenty years or so and one wonders how many 
good stories have been crowded out for lack of space. In an age in which mass media 
make it possible to share other people’s adventures and experiences easily and without 
discomfort, it is always refreshing to find someone who prefers to seck these for 


himself. (92) 


CARDINAL BERNARD GRIFFIN, Archbishop of Westminster. 
Michael de la Bedoyére. Rockliff, 12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 132 pages. 44 photographs. 
Index. 

The author brings before us in this attractive volume the varied activities and achieve- 

ments of the Archbishop of Westminster. After a brief account of the Cardinal’s 

work in Birmingham where he revealed unique administrative gifts, a keen sensitive- 
ness to Christian social obligations and an outstanding capacity for spiritual leadership, 
the story of his reign as Archbishop is unfolded. Special interest attaches to his 
contribution to the solution of social and educational problems in the post-war years 
as well as to his efforts to establish within the Catholic community in England a new 
consciousness of itself. (92) 


THE CURE D’ARS. A Shorter Biography. Francis Trochu. Translated 
from the French by Ronald Matthews. Burns & Oates, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
200 pages. Frontispiece. 

The full-length biography of the famous saint, St. Jean-Marie-Baptiste Vianney, is 

now out of print and the present volume presents the story of his life in more concise 
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form. In graphic chapters, the author describes the Curé’s early years at Ars and then 
singles out different aspects of his work and personality—the crowds that gathered at 
the confessional, his care of boys and girls, his sanctity, alleged miracles and intuitions, 
and his winsome humanity. This moving story should appeal to non-Catholic as well 
as Catholic readers. (92) 


THE LETTERS OF JOHN OF SALISBURY. Volume One. The Early 
Letters (1153-1161). Edited by W. J. Millor, S. J. and H. E. Butler. Latin text, with 
English translation by Harold Edgeworth Butler, revised by C. N. L. Brooke. 
Nelson, 50s. 1955. 22-5 cm. $96 pages. 3 tables. Chronology. Bibliography. Indexes. 
(Nelson’s Medieval Texts) 

John of Salisbury, classical scholar, lawyer, historian and humanist, was a churchman 

of brilliant originality and wide experience. The 135 letters here faithfully translated 

opposite their Latin texts come from his period as confidential secretary to Archbishop 

Theobald, Thomas Becket’s predecessor at Canterbury. Most of them were written 

for Theobald on the affairs of his province, the re-establishment of law and efficient 

administration after Stephen’s anarchical reign. A few private letters from John to 
intimate friends illustrate at once the 12th century’s international culture and his 
eminent position in it, to which Mr. Brooke’s characteristically charming and learned 

introduction and notes may attract even non-professionals. (92) 


RUDYARD KIPLING. His Life and Work. Charles Carrington. Macmillan, 
258. 195$. 22°5 cm. $74 pages. 4 plates. Map. Genealogical table. Chronology. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Carrington’s long-awaited authorised biography of Kipling has clearly been 

prepared with meticulous care, and the list of his sources indicates the attention that 

has been paid to detail. Kipling has had his critics from time to time, but he remains an 
acknowledged master of more than one literary form. His place as one of the great 

English writers of the short story has long been assured; some of his novels should be 

read by all youth and re-read in maturity, and much of his verse is known wherever 

English is spoken. Yet Kipling himself shunned publicity, preferring to be judged 

by his work. Mr. Carrington’s biography has the same considered restraint and, 

although some of Kipling’s devotees may have their own views about’ aspects of 
character or work to be emphasised, none can fail to find this biography as informative 

as it is interesting. (92) 


LUCKY STAR. The Autobiography of Margaret Lockwood. Odhams Press, 
128.6d. 1955. 21° cm. 192 pages. 24 photographs. 
It is of interest to compare this autobiography written by one of the most successful 
British film-stars during the past twenty years with the recently published bio- 
graphies of Marlene Dietrich and Greta Garbo. While the British actress makes a 
virtue of her similarities to the average and the ordinary woman, and attributes her 
success to initial luck consolidated by hard work, the German and Swedish stars are 
distinguished by the mystery with which their femininity was developed for the 
public. Miss Lockwood’s biography is unpretentiously written, frank about her 
private life, anecdotal, and contains no introspective complications or any touch of 
vanity. (92) 
MOUNTJOY: ELIZABETHAN GENERAL. Cyril Falls. Odhams Press, 
218. 1955. 23 cm. 256 pages. 9 illustrations. Facsimile. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
Charles Blount, Lord Mountjoy, and Earl of Devonshire (1563-1606) deserved a 
biography for many reasons. He came of an interesting family prominent in early 


54 


















— 








a i saat 








Tudor history: he himself was a versatile and cultivated man, soldier, courtier, lover 
of literature and patron of poets, the last and most important of Elizabeth I’s viceroys 
in Ireland, and a man with a romantic story through his liaison with Lady Penelope 
Devereux, later Lady Rich, and finally, for a short time, Countess of Devonshire. 
In the later years of his all too brief life Blount was a powerful figure in the early 
years of James I’s reign. Here was fine material for a biography, and the author has 
made the most of it. His study is a most readable memorial to an Elizabethan of high 
quality. (92) 


ROBERT MYLNE: Architect and Engineer, 1733 to 1811. A. E. Richardson. 
Batsford, 30s. 1955. 23 cm. 220 pages. $8 illustrations. 
The able and successful architect Robert Mylne, whose busy working life spanned 
almost the whole of George III’s long reign, has been somewhat overshadowed in 
reputation by celebrated contemporaries and consequently neglected by historians. 
Professor Richardson, the fourth architect to become President of the Royal Academy 
and an indefatigable champion of 18th century civilisation, has long admired his 
work and collected much valuable information about him. In this pleasant book he has 
published Mylne’s diaries with a critical appreciation of his achievement and career. 
The illustrations include reproductions of the architect’s drawings, photographs, and 
the author’s own lively sketches. (92) 


KWAME NKRUMAH: His Rise to Power. Bankole Timothy. Allen & Unwin, 
16s. 1955. 22 cm. 198 pages. 7 portraits. Index. 
Written by a leading Gold Coast journalist, this friendly though not uncritical book 
on Nkrumah, first Prime Minister of the Gold Coast in 1952, reveals what type of 
man he is and what are his aims. Born in 1909, Nkrumah went through the traditional 
stages: mission school, Achimota College, an American university, a higher degree 
from London University, the law, journalism, and then politics. His achievement was 
not only to form the Convention People’s Party (C.P.P.) but to transform it into a 
political party which could win an election in 1951. As leader of the first African 
colonial territory to achieve self-government, Nkrumah is well served by this very 
useful and interesting biography. (92) 


INNOCENCE UNDER THE ELMS. Louise Dickinson Rich. Hale, 15s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 284 pages. 
A thoroughly enjoyable record of the author’s childhood in a small New England 
town. She and her sister were fortunate, happy in their home, though strictly reared, 
and happy in each other. She describes their home life, their schooldays, the games they 
played, the excitements of Publication Day (their father owned the local weekly, 
but they never had much money), church affairs, the town itself, its social structure 
and the diversions it offered, relics of less sophisticated days when people mostly relied 
upon themselves and their own ingenuity for enjoyment, and the annual holiday, a 
truly enviable event. There are several character sketches that linger in the memory. 
Humour and humanity pervade the book, which reveals a remarkably acute observ- 
ation. It is a delightful slice of real life, most rewarding to read. (92) 


PORTRAIT OF A PARSON. Susan Miles. Allen & Unwin, 10s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 112 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

This book gives an authentic picture of William Corbett Roberts who died in 1953 

and who, during his ministry, exercised considerable influence as a preacher, pastor 
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and social leader. At Oxford he became a socialist and during his first curacy met 
George Lansbury, whose sympathy for the poor and whose pacifist views he shared. 
An interesting account is provided of his principalship of a missionary training 
college and particularly of his work as rector of St. George’s, Bloomsbury, where he 
ministered to an unusually varied congregation. As Storm Jameson in her foreword 
observes, a man comes to life in this book, speaks, suffers, smiles, moves. (92) 


KINC  ICK. A Biography of Richard John Seddon. Randal Mathews Burdon. 
Whit..inbe & Tombs (Christchurch, New Zealand), 17s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 410 pages. 
Frontispiece. 12 plates. Bibliographical notes. Index. F 

The life of the goldminer and storekeeper who became New Zealand’s first Liberal 

prime minister in 1893, holding office until his death in 1906. Seddon was the country’s 

leader during a period of advanced social legislation, in which such provisions as 
women’s franchise and old age pensions, the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration 

Act and the compulsory purchase of large estates for subdivision became law. 

Seddon himself was a colourful personality of force and character with a fluency in 

debate and a capacity for work which enabled him to dominate his Cabinet. Mr, 

Burdon, who is the most practised of New Zealand biographers, has written a work 

from very meagre sources which will long stand as the definitive biography. _(92) 


I BURNED MY FINGERS. William Simpson. Putnam, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
284 pages. 

The story of an injured R.A.F. pilot’s achievement in rebuilding a successful civilian 

career has been told before, but probably never with more humanity and insight. 

The author—who suffered the loss of all his fingers, painful disfigurement and years 

of slow recovery—has a sure grasp of the psychological as well as the physical 


disabilities caused by such injuries. He records the setbacks as well as the successes, 
and recognises that the understanding of his limitations is as necessary as the deter- 
mination to overcome them. His book is an inspiring record of the capacity of the 
human will to dominate physical circumstances. (92) 


LAKE ERIE BARON. The Story of Colonel Thomas Talbot. Fred Coyne 
Hamil. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $5-00. 1955. 22 cm. 326 pages. 6 plates. 
Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Thomas Talbot, born of a noble Anglo-Irish family, gave up an army career and the 

attractions of society, came to Canada in 1801 and wrested thousands of acres of land 

from the wilderness by his settlement and road-building policies. By 1804, from his 

‘castle’ at Port Talbot, he was ruling like a benevolent despot, granting and with- 

holding land as he saw fit and escaping the control of the provincial government. 

The land he administered now comprises the twenty-seven townships north of Lake 

Erie. In his personal life he became an eccentric, and was rebuked for his behaviour 

by the Lieutenant-Governor. Talbot's life is a good example of the rugged indi- 

vidualism of the pioneer days. The author has recorded that era well and has produced 

a fine biography of a strange and fascinating man. (92) 


PORTRAIT OF VINCENT. A Van Gogh Biography. Lawrence and 
Elisabeth Hanson. Chatto & Windus with Secker & Warburg, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
310 pages. 20 illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This biography by the authors of the successful recently published life of Gauguin 

tells Van Gogh’s story in direct narrative form. Nothing is omitted from the troubled, 

unhappy life of this great, self-tortured artist who was born at Zundert, near Breda, 
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Holland, in 1853 and died by his own hand at Auvers, France, in 1890. Technical 
analysis of his paintings is deliberately avoided. It is no disparagement to say that the 
text sometimes reads like an intelligent novel, for Van Gogh’s life is a classic example 
of the neurotic, muddled, anti-social way of living out of which great works of art 
sometimes surprisingly emerge. Full references, many to the recently published 
complete corpus of Van Gogh’s letters, are given to all quotations and incidents 
described in the text. (92) 


WINGATE OF THE SUDAN. The Life and Times of General Sir 
Reginald Wingate, Maker of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Sir Ronald Wingate. 
Murray, 2 IS. 1955. 22-5 cm. 284 pages. 11 illustrations. 2 maps. Index. 

As Sirdar and Governor-General, Wingate was ‘Master’ to his British officers and 

officials in the Sudan; but in his previous sphere of military intelligence he had been 

Abu Hibr’—Father of Ink—to his Egyptian subordinates, and throughout a long life 

he accumulated copies of documents and other records of every activity. From these 

voluminous archives his son has drawn material throwing light from a personal 

angle on events which are now published history: the occupation and rehabilitation 
of ‘Egy pt; the loss, re-conquest and resuscitation of the Sudan; the Arab revolt against 
the Turks; and the Egyptian nationalist movement. While some of Sir Ronald’s 
judgments may not command universal assent, everyone must sympathise with his 
deep-felt but restrained indignation at the dismissal of his father from the post of 

High Commissioner in Egypt by a government which got into trouble through 

disregarding the sound advice which he tendered. (92) 


THE GAY DELAVALS. Francis Askham. Cape, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
11 illustrations. 2 drawings in text. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. 
This is the story of a hundred years in an English family of great wealth, some position 
and much vitality. Mr. Askham has had access to a mass of family papers and 
records and has conjured from them a convincing picture of the vivid, raffish, extrava- 
gant life that families such as the Delavals led in 18th century England. There is 
abundant variety of incident and character and Mr. Askham brings to his family study 
the creative approach of the novelist. The result makes very good reading. (929-2) 


Ancient Rome 
THE FAILURE OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. R. E. Smith. 
Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 210 pages. Frontispiece. Notes. 
Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
The period 133 B.C. to 31 B.C. saw the failure of the Roman Republic because, 
the author maintains, the Gracchi, in furthering their reforms, precipitated a spiritual 
crisis by using methods antagonistic to the Roman ideals of government and conduct. 
The integrating power of these ideals is seen in a survey of the period of Sanatorial 
government (200 B.C.-146 B.C.). The Gracchi, invoking the constitutional but 
outdated tribunician power, challenged the Senate’s opposition and its authority, and, 
resorting to mob violence to gain their ends, initiated internecine party strife sub- 
versive of the old Roman ideals. An original, stimulating and well-written book that 
provides much food for thought. (937-05) 


World War II 

THE BURNING COAST. John Doody. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
256 pages. 16 photographs. Map. 

This is the author’s first book and vividly he tells the story of his service policing the 

Eritrean coast, after the Italian defeat, for arms and other contraband passing to the 
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Yemen or farther East. The mariners’ tales, the landscape, the creatures of the sea and 
Arabic oaths all have their place in his skilfully blended narrative. This little known 
coast is the agelong highway of traffic in goods and slaves and the introduction of 
modern methods of control has provided material for a book of absorbing interest. 

(940°53635) 


ILLUSTRIOUS. Kenneth Poolman. Kimber, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 246 pages. 
34 photographs. 
H.M.S. Illustrious was commissioned in the summer of 1940 and joined the Reserve 
Fleet in 1954. She certainly lived up to her name, particularly during the war in which 
she had a most distinguished record. It was this carrier’s aircraft that made the brilliant 
attack on Taranto during the winter of 1940 in which half the Italian battleships were 
sunk; later she was escort to the hard-pressed Malta convoys, and also took part in 
many successful attacks in the Far East including that on Sumatra and the invasion 
of Okinawa. Kenneth Poolman’s history of her activities, as seen through the eyes of 
some of her pilots and crew, succeeds admirably in creating the right atmosphere and 
in depicting graphically scenes of war at sea. (940-545) 


Scotland 
SCOTLAND UNDER CHARLES I. David Mathew. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
30S. 1955. 22°5 cm. 320 pages. 8 plates. Index. 

This book is best described in relation to the author’s previous historical studies. 
Some years ago, he produced an important work on The Celtic Peoples and Renaissance 
Europe, in which he examined the impact of Elizabethan government policy on Irish 
and Welsh affairs. Other books, published or promised, continue the story into the 
forty years separating the accession of James I from the outbreak of the Civil War. 
This present volume is devoted to the Scottish scene. After a general description of 
Scottish government during this period, the author analyses Presbyterianism, bringin 
out theocratic and political aspects through study of its leaders, while the rest of the 
book is given up to a series of regional studies of Scottish social and economic life. 
A learned work of great value for students of Scottish history. (941-06) 


Britain 
THE BRITISH WAY OF LIFE. K. B. Smellie. Heinemann, 15s. 1955. 
22 cm. 206 pages. 23 photographs. 4 illustrations in text. 5 maps. 7 tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (Way of Life Series) 
This volume, by the Professor of Political Science in the University of London, has 
been prepared under the auspices of the International Studies Conference, at the 
request of UNESCO. Professor Smellie describes, in a thoroughly enjoyable manner, 
some of the foundations of British national life—cultural, economic and political— 
including a general survey of the land and people, comments on the British attitude to 
marriage and the family, and an historical sketch of the educational system. The book 
will be appreciated by the casual reader as well as by the student of comparative 
civilisations. (942) 


STRANGE ISLAND. Britain through Foreign Eyes, 1395-1940. Compiled and 
edited by Francesca Wilson. Longmans, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 308 pages. 10 illustrations. 
Biographical notes. Bibliography. Index. 

We all like to know what others think about us, and this is an intriguing anthology 

of extracts from the writings of distinguished foreigners, from Froissart to Maillaud, 

who have attempted to explain the British to their fellow-countrymen. The passages 
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have been chosen for their entertainment value rather than in accordance with any 
recognisable system, the editor providing for each period an introduction giving the 
background of the visitors. The book forms a social history in miniature, showing how 
some of the national characteristics have persisted through the ages, while others, 
apparently, have been completely reversed. (942) 


ENGLAND UNDER THE TUDORS. G. R. Elton. Methuen, 25s. 1955. 
22 cm. $16 pages. 4 maps. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. (A History of 
England, Vol. 4) 

THE TUDORS. Christopher Morris. Batsford, 21s. 1955. 23 cm. 202 pages. 
32 illustrations (1 in colour). Facsimile signatures. Genealogical table. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The series to which Mr. Elton’s volume belongs has long been a useful tool for students 

just beginning advanced historical studies. The volume on the early Tudor period was 

out of touch with modern interpretation of the period, and has been replaced by a 

completely new one. The result is a book of great freshness, which, although it is open 

to criticism for its treatment of some specific problems, is a valuable introduction to 
the history of a very perplexing and controversial period in English history. The reader 
is introduced to the results of recent research, in a balanced account of the political, 
religious, economic and constitutional changes taking place, and a most useful 
bibliography will lead him on to fuller studies. Mr. Morris’s contribution is less 
ambitious. It is neither a textbook, nor a set of narrative biographies, but simply an 
essay on the personalities of the Tudor monarchs and their impact on Tudor history. 

The author makes no high claims for it as a contribution to specialist knowledge, but 

it is pleasantly written, and should find a public amongst those seeking to know more 

about this important period without having to face the severe discipline needed for 

Mr. Elton’s book. (942-05) 


THE EXPANSION OF ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND. By A. L. 
Rowse. Macmillan, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 464 pages. 23 illustrations. 5 maps. Index. 
(The Elizabethan Age, Vol. Il) 

The first volume of The Elizabethan Age made it evident that the period was going to 

be treated in a manner, and on a scale, meriting a high place in historical literature. 

This volume maintains those high standards. Revealing its author’s deep knowledge 

of the original sources for Elizabethan history, his skill in marshalling his material, his 

passionate love of the English past, and his graceful narrative style, it develops a great 
theme. The first volume depicted the structure and government of Elizabethan society; 
the second proceeds to show how that society, through the deliberate policy of the 
government and the chances of private initiative, embarked on a great phase of 
expansion, first, into the backward countries of the Celtic fringe, and then across the 
seas until the challenge, taken up by Spain, culminated in the Armada. A fine book, 
with the merit of being literature as well as history. (942-055) 


Germany 

WESTERN GERMANY from Defeat to Rearmament. Alfred Grosser. 
Translated from the French by Richard Rees. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 
250 pages. Map. Bibliographical notes. Index. 

Among the many books at present appearing on Western Germany, this one deserves 

especial mention. The author, a Frenchman on the staff of the University of Paris, 

has not only had first-hand experience of the political, economic, social and cultural 
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developments of the last decade but is able to support his argument by wide reading, 
He does not hesitate to criticise the policies of both the Allies and the Germans but 
only after a full consideration of the problems involved. His chapters on the refugee 
question and on Franco-German relations are particularly worth reading. The book 
was originally published in 1953, and this English edition is a translation of a later 
edition revised up to 1954. (943-087) 






































DOCUMENTS ON GERMANY UNDER OCCUPATION, 1945- 
1954. Selected and edited by Beate Ruhm von Oppen. Oxford University Press for 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 63s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 668 pages. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is a very valuable collection for the advanced student but not for the general 

reader. With a few exceptions, subjects such as the Berlin blockade which have been 

fully documented elsewhere are omitted, and the emphasis is on the implementation 
of the Allied policies rather than on their formulation. The compiler has rightly 
preferred to reproduce important documents in full to giving extracts from a number 
of less important ones. The arrangement is chronological but there is a good subject 
index, and the use of three different symbols to indicate documents which apply only 
to the Western zone, the Soviet zone or Berlin is an additional aid. (943-087) 


Cyprus 
THE TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE ON THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN AND CYPRUS. Held by the Governments of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Greece and Turkey, 
London, August 29-September 7, 1955. [With relevant documents]. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.9d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 46 pages. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9594) 
The record of this recent conference on an international problem of current interest 
consists of the statement by the Foreign Secretary, which recapitulates the recent 
political history of Cyprus, followed by statements by the Greek and Turkish 
delegates. Proposals for a settlement were made by the British Government, which 
envisaged a Tripartite Committee as a permanent consultative body. To this the 
Greek Government could not agree, but pressed its demand for immediate self- 
government for Cyprus. On the other hand Turkey declared herself strongly in 
favour of the present status and opposed to immediate self-government. In these 
circumstances the Conference ended without agreement. (956-4) 


Tanganyika 
REPORT by Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland to the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
TANGANYIKA under United Kingdom Administration for the year 1954. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 8s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 268 pages. 20 photographs. Map in 
colour in endpocket. Tables. Paper covers. (Colonial No. 317) 
Tanganyika is held as a Trust Territory by Great Britain and a report is rendered 
annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations, and printed as the annual 
report ont he Territory for the year under review. It follows the lines of the 
Trusteeship Council questionnaire, which is organised into 190 questions grouped 
under the headings Political, Economic, Social, and Educational advancement. 
There are twenty-four appendices, mainly statistical. In all fields the year was one 
of growth and expansion, of constitutional progress towards more representative 
government, and of harmony between the three main races. (967°82) 
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West Indies 
DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE IN THE WEST INDIES, 1954. 
Report by Sir Stephen Luke for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 
1955. 24°5 cm. 130 pages. Frontispiece. Tables. Paper covers. (Colonial No. 320) 
This report by the Comptroller for Welfare and Development in the West Indies 
records the progress made in agriculture, education and social services, labour and 
public works during the year, from grants under the Colonial Welfare and Develop- 
ment Acts. Up to the end of March 1954 nearly £30 million has been so expended, 
and many more millions will be spent in the coming five years, of which proposals 
to spend £9 million in two years in British Guiana alone give a foretaste. The report 
calls attention, inter alia, to the growing sense of economic as well as political solaridity 
within the area. (972°9) 


United States of America 
VIEW FROM ATLANTIS. The Americans and Ourselves. $. Gorley Putt. 
Constable, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 168 pages. 

An official of many Anglo-American organisations and a graduate of both Cambridge 
and Hale, Mr. Gorley Putt is admirably equipped by training and temperament for 
the task of interpreting England to America and America to England. Witty, wide- 
ranging and illustrated by personal experience, his book provides one of the best 
available surveys of Anglo-American differences and bonds. Starting from the 
assumption that we are all living in an American world, he proceeds to examine 
the American customs which irritate the English and to point out the corresponding 
English habits which are queried or misunderstood ‘on the other side’. Apart from his 
salutary examples of common prejudices, perhaps the most valuable section of this 
study is that dealing with the two opposed approaches to culture and education. (973) 


New Zealand 
OPPORTUNITY IN NEW ZEALAND. J. M. D. Hardwick. Rockliff, 15s. 
195§. 22°5 cm. 232 pages. 18 photographs. Map. Index. 

This very informative book should be recommended to all those contemplating 
settlement in New Zealand. There is a general description of the country and its 
people, followed by an account of employment prospects in primary and secondary 
industries, with tables of minimum wage rates, and of the professions, public service, 
and women’s employment. Later chapters deal with education, social welfare, trade 
unions, and entertainment. Altogether this is an up-to-date and very helpful guide 
constructed on entirely practical lines. (993-1) 


Australia 


INTRODUCING VICTORIA. Edited by G. W. Leeper. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 
316 pages. $9 illustrations. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

There are very few general up-to-date reference books about Victoria, so that this 

book, originally prepared for the members attending the thirty-first meeting of the 

Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science, held in 

Melbourne, August, 1955, should be extremely useful. Well illustrated, it deals with 

the history, geography, natural resources, land use, population, industries, and social 

conditions of Victoria, each chapter being written by an expert in the subject treated. 
(994°5) 
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General 


THE INFANT WITH THE GLOBE. Pedro Antonio de Alarcén. 
Translated from the Spanish, with an introduction, by Robert Graves. Trianon 
Press; distributors Faber, 15s. 1955. 19 cm. 258 pages. 

The Spanish writer Alarcén is chiefly known outside Spain for his humorous novel 

The Three-Cornered Hat. Mr. Robert Graves has now given us a spirited translation 

of another of his novels, El Nifio de la Bola (The Infant with the Globe), which does 

ample justice to the author’s strange blend of violence, humour, romanticism and 

vivid characterisation. This story of the love of the demonic Manuel for Soledad, 

daughter of the money-lender who had ruined his father, is set in Alarcén’s native 

town of Guadix and is described by Mr. Graves as ‘one of the triumphs and curiosities 
of European literature’. A useful account of Alarcén’s life and work is given in the 
translator’s introduction. 


MARSHLAND VOICES. S. L. Bensusan. Duckworth, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
190 pages. 

Mr. Bensusan has long been a favourite author of those who love to see recorded the 
ancient customs, speech and habits of mind of rural England. In this new collection 
of tales of the countryfolk of the Essex marshlands, in which local turns of phrase are 
as usual delightfully preserved, he gives us many wry, appreciative portraits of rustic 
worthies. “The Golden Wedding’ is a particularly good example of his dour estimate 
of domestic bliss, and “The Betrayal of Mr. Cant’ a highly amusing portrait of an 
unsuccessful rogue. 


MEN OF LETTERS and Other Stories. Noel Blakiston. Chapman & Hall, 
9s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 184 pages. 

Mr. Blakiston is a writer of deceptive ease. His stories, though always sharpened by 
wit, appear at times so simply narrated that it is easy to lose sight of his true gift, 
which is to discern unerringly the essentials of his theme and keep them constantly 
before the reader, while always remaining capable of surprising him. The literary 
and artistic world of London—observed in its clubs, publishers’ offices, art-galleries and 
restaurants—is the milieu of these stories; they are written with a blend of gaiety 
and quiet authority which makes them intensely readable. 


EXCELSIOR. Paul Hyde Bonner. Deutsch, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 250 pages. 

A novel of international espionage set in wartime Switzerland risks a certain banality 
of theme, but Mr. Bonner has discovered an original approach by centring his plot 
upon the operations of a Swiss family banking-house and exploring the conflict of 
loyalties to which its various members are exposed. He shows an easy familiarity with 
his subject, and the action is convincing as long as it remains in the rarefied and 
impersonal realms of high finance. The characterisation, especially of the wives 
and daughters of the banking oligarchy, is less impressive, but the plot moves 
swiftly and the denouement is cleverly conceived. 


HOBBERDY DICK. K. M. Briggs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 

The Culvers, ruined by the Civil War, have had to give up their ancestral home in 

Oxfordshire and a London Puritan has bought it. Hobberdy Dick, an amiable goblin 

attached to the old house from time immemorial, regards the change with misgiving; 
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but he makes friends with the children and with Anne, a relation of the former 
Royalist owners, who comes back as a servant. When Anne and Joel, the new young 
heir, fall in love, Hobberdy Dick works overtime to ensure a happy ending. A warm- 
hearted, witty fantasy, based on a sound knowledge of sixteenth century history and 
folklore. 


CHILDREN OF THE GAME. Jean Cocteau. Translated from the French 
by Rosamond Lehmann. Harvill Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 188 pages. 12 drawings 
by the author. 

Written over twenty-five years ago, Les Enfants Terribles carries us back to a world 

in which the desire to shock was rated more highly than it is today. The hero and 

heroine are two orphaned Parisian adolescents, protected by their wealth from normal 
responsibilities, and the story traces the frightening impetus and inevitable disaster of 
an incestuous relationship. M. Cocteau is adept at sketching the domestic background 
to such a theme, and he intensifies it with his pen drawings; it is easier, however, to 

admire the skill of the treatment than the subject itself. Miss Lehmann shows a 

remarkable mastery of Cocteau’s style. 


A BEGINNING and Other Stories. Walter de la Mare. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 
19°5 cm. 256 pages. 

Some of these thirteen stories by Mr. Walter de la Mare, now in his eighty-second 
year, are recent, while others were started long ago, one when Queen Victoria was 
still on the throne. All are unmistakably characteristic of the great modern master of 
the art of fusing the supernatural with the real, and of doing this so convincingly, so 
horrifyingly that the reader will have to call up all his courage to go to bed and put 
out the light. Afterwards, they should be read again to enjoy the consummate skill 
with which the effects are obtained. This new volume will rank with Mr. de la Mare’s 
best work in prose. 


THE PRIMROSE PATH. Peter Forster. Longmans, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
336 pages. 
Mr. Forster’s first novel tells the story of Edward Primrose, a weak-willed young man 
of respectable middle-class origin, who drinks too much in the pubs and night-clubs of 
contemporary London, has ‘girl trouble’, fails in his job in the City, and becomes 
a Communist agent. The Primrose Path, though it could with advantage have been 
reduced in length, holds the reader’s attention and is particularly interesting for its 
background description of the manner of life of a section of the younger generation. 


THE VISITANTS. Ernest Frost. Deutsch, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 254 pages. 


A successful and charming painter of sixty-four is in love with the twenty-nine-year- 
old niece of an old friend. She returns his love and their engagement produces 
reactions in both families and among friends, ranging from approval to considerable 
consternation. Of the painter’s two grown-up sons, one is understanding and 
sympathetic, the other, a clergyman with his eye on his inheritance, disapproves. 
This is the stuff of sophisticated comedy, but there are moments of pathos as well, for 
the understanding son, threatened with blindness, finds himself half in love with his 
father’s fiancée. Both comedy and pathos are handled deftly and with restraint, and 
the characterisation, although simply done, is vivid. 
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ASPECTS OF LOVE. David Garnett. 


Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. 1955. MN 
19°5 cm. 176 pages. - 
This new short novel by Mr. Garnett—the last was published in 193 5—is written with ck 
the same careful simplicity as the early work. The pattern—there is hardly any plot— 
is an interweaving of various ‘aspects of love’, mainly those that show when there is B 
great difference of age between the lovers. The setting is France and Italy, the 
standards of behaviour conscientiously hedonistic and ‘Bloomsbury’. As a bagatelle, 
Aspects of Love has considerable charm. . T 
, 
SINCE THE FALL. Stuart Hood. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 10s.6d. 1955. th 
19*5§ cm. 192 pages. R 
The conflict between original sin and human progress and happiness (we are reminded th 
of Mr. Graham Greene but Mr. Hood has his own approach) brings suffering and ir 
death into this otherwise gay and amusing tale of life in present-day Italy. The B 
characters spend most of their time in the labyrinths of a huge international organisa- N 
tion, but there are excursions into Italian politics and memories of the war years. 
Henry James would have been a little surprised by the abruptness with which the A 
angle of vision switches from character to character, but if Mr. Hood is a novice in 
the art of fiction he is a very promising one. The writing is highly accomplished and § it 
a vein of quite original wit emerges to delight the reader on almost every page. A 
th 


A TREASURY OF YIDDISH STORIES. Edited by Irving Howe and 
Eliezer Greenberg. Translated from the Yiddish. Introduction by Wolf Mankowitz. 
Deutsch, 258. 1955. 22 cm. 640 pages. Drawings by Ben Shahn. Glossary. 


I-L-Peretz and Ash, as well as some of the finest of the younger generation of Jewish 
authors on both sides of the Atlantic. Collectively they present a most comprehensive 
picture of Jewish life, in and outside the Ghetto, its drama, its colourfulness, and 
humour, as well as undying faith in God and man. The editors are to be congratulated 


8 
in 
al 
A really delightful selection of Jewish stories by the giants of Yiddish writing, such as g 
P 
€ 


on their very apt selection. To the reader unacquainted with Yiddish literature the P 
editors’ finely written and scholarly analysis of its development should prove most 
helpful. rf 
t 
A MAN’S ESTATE. Emyr Humphreys. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. 1955. a 
21 cm. 256 pages. c 
This is the story of a Welsh family faced with problems that are partly inherited, P 
partly of its own making. It is told by four of the characters—the scientist son; his ; 


sister Hannah, lonely and unmarried; the vivid Ada, their illegitimate half-sister, 
and the young minister, torn between his calling and his passion for Ada. C 
Mr. Humphrey’s craftsmanship in handling emotion and the interplay of character 
is clear, as is the quality of his writing, and his all-round skill as a novelist places him 
high among his contemporaries. A Man's Estate is, on the whole, less successful than 
some of his earlier novels, but it undoubtedly demands attention. 


| 


BEHIND THE MIRROR. Robin Maugham. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 

A film company wishes to film the life-story of a famous deceased actress, but cannot 

do so without the permission of the man who was ‘her one great love’. The script- 

writer, sent to Africa to find this man, discovers that the true story of the couple’s dl 

relationship is very different from the one he had concocted for his screenplay. v 
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Mr. Maugham handles this interesting plot very deftly, revealing the ‘secret’ of the 
relationship little by little with a skilled storyteller’; command of suspense. Well- 
characterised and well-written, this is a most agreeable story. 


BEYOND THE BARRIERS OF SPACE AND TIME. Edited by 
Judith Merril. Introduction by Theodore Sturgeon. Sidgwick & Jackson, 10s.6d, 
1955. 19 cm. 300 pages. 

These nineteen stories deal with that department of Science Fiction labelled ‘ESP’ 

(Extra-Sensory Perception), which covers clairvoyance, telepathy, apparitions and 

the supernatural in general. Not all the stories are recent: Behold it was a dream, by 

Rhoda Broughton, first appeared in 1873. John Wyndham, who wrote The Day of 

the Triffids, has a tale about mass hypnotism through telepathy. The two most 

impressive pieces, however, are a grim little tale about children, The Veldt, by Roy 

Bradbury, and another story about telepathy, Defense Mechanism, by Katherine 

MacLean. The general level of writing is high. 


A PIECE OF LUCK and Other Stories. Frances Gray Patton. Gollancz, 
12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 238 pages. 

In each of these delicately conceived short stories by the author of Good Morning, 
Miss Dove, the characters are unique individuals caught at some decisive moment in 
their lives which will affect them deeply and permanently. There is the little Southern 
girl who is asked by a chain-gang negro prisoner for a piece of bread; the mother who, 
in a sudden flash of understanding, realises the adolescent pangs of her daughter; 
and, in the title story, the poor and insignificant young man who for a brief moment 
gains importance and stature by quoting an apt phrase from the Bible. These are only 
three of thirteen miniature portrayals of the common trials and victories of ordinary 
people, and they are told with a compassionate insight that make them telling 
experiences for the reader who shares in them. 


PICK OF TODAY’S SHORT STORIES, 6. Edited by John Pudney. 

Putnam, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 264 pages. Biographical notes. 
In selecting short stories for this latest issue of an annual anthology, the editor applied 
‘the fairly humble test of what was memorable, what was entertaining, what was 
agreeably written, and what was neither sententious nor verbose’, While the result 
contains no masterpieces and contributes little to the art of the short story, it does 
provide a remarkably varied collection of competently-written and diverting tales. 
They range, geographically, from China, India, and Africa, to London, and, socially, 
from royalty to working men. An encouragingly large proportion of the stories 
come from new writers. 


THE SATURDAY EVENING POST STORIES. Elek Books, 15s. 
195§. 21 cm. 348 pages. 

The Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post contains the cream of American commercial 
writing. These twenty tales are a fair sample: they are highly readable, easily intelli- 
gible, optimistic. They are funny, manly, sentimental, folksy, patriotic; but never 
cynical and seldom controversial. The funniest is “Mr. Digby’s Swindle Sheet’, by 
Douglas Welch, which will warm the heart of anyone who has ever had to make 
out an expense account. “The Man from Far Away’, by Jack Schaefer, conforms to 
the canons without loss of dignity. Most of the others are wishful fantasies, tailored 
with consummate skill. 
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THE BIG RANGE and Other Stories. THE CANYON and Other 
Stories. Jack Schaefer. Deutsch, 7s.6d. each. 1955. 19 cm. 156 : 160 pages. 


These tales are refreshingly old-fashioned: they are moral, they are romantic, 


yet they are convincing. The background chosen—the wild or half-wild west of § 
North America—provides a credible arena for the exercise of the simple heroism §j 


Schaefer loves to celebrate. Though not denying the darker possibilities of man, Schaefer 
prefers to turn the spotlight on to those occasions when his courage, loyalty or 
generosity have triumphed, often at a bitter price. The Canyon is about a short-legged 


Indian, a fearless hunter but an unwilling warrior, who tries to work out his strange | 
destiny in solitude. With this story are three shorter pieces, ranging in mood from | 


the comic to the grim. The Big Range has seven tales: a horse-breeder, a shepherd, 
a religious fanatic, an Army sergeant and a quixotic, ex-Rebel officer are among those 
who, in one situation or another, try to keep hold of their courage and humanity. 


ANIMALS ALL. A Selection of Animal Stories. Peter Skelton. Harvill Press. 


15S. 1955. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. 
A ram, a zebra, a badger and a porcupine are among the animal heroes of the sixteen 


tales included in this book. None of them speaks in human language; any tale, in J 


fact, which attempted to ‘humanise’ an animal has been excluded. Most of them are 
exciting, many moving, but none sentimental. For sheer writing, “White Fang’, by 
Jack London, stands out above the rest, but “The Freedom of the Black Faced Ram’, 
by Charles G. D. Roberts, runs it close. Maeterlinck, Henry Williamson, Ernest 
Thompson Seton and Bill Williams (‘Elephant Bill’) are also represented. 


THESE LOVERS FLED AWAY. Howard Spring. Collins, 15s. 1955. 
20°§ cm. $12 pages. 

Sentimental and two-dimensional as it is, Mr. Howard Spring’s immense saga of a 
group of friends, whose careers begin at the close of the Victorian era and end in our 
own time, will give pleasure to many readers by the broad sweep of its narrative and 
the vivacity of its manner. The story, opening in Cornwall and moving from 
Yorkshire to Manchester, Oxford and London, deals with the fortunes of Chad 
Boothroyd, writer, his three friends, an economist, a physicist and a poet, and the 
girl they all love. But Mr. Spring’s most successful, almost Dickensian character, is 
that benevolent autocrat, Uncle Arthur, Town Clerk of Smurthwaite. 


DELIVERANCE. L. A. G. Strong. Methuen, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 282 pages. 


A study of one of those natures not easily roused, but ready when finally provoked 
to fly to the extremes of violence. The hero is a young shopkeeper, trapped into an 
unsuitable marriage, whose situation is made so intolerable that murder appears to 
him the only solution. The story takes place in a West-country seaside town some 
forty years ago, not at first sight an inspiring setting, but one which Mr. Strong suc- 
ceeds in making memorable by his affection for the period and his keen eye for detail. 


ADVENTURES IN THE SKIN TRADE. Dylan Thomas. Putnam, 
gs.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 116 pages. 
This book, which contains the first four chapters of an unfinished novel, belongs to 
an intermediate period in Dylan Thomas’s writing life. Written in the first years 
of the war, it comes, in style, between the early surrealist-type poetry and prose and 
the later splendidly imaginative work of the war years and after. The hero is a young 
man who, emigrating like Dylan Thomas himself from Wales to London, experiences 
physically the adventures that Thomas experienced mentally. Drifting through life, 
these experiences bump against him and wash over him. They include encounters 
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jn a train and a station refreshment room, followed by adventures in a furniture shop, 
a pub, and various night clubs. The adventures have a quality of fantasy, although they 
develop naturally and are described logically. The book is entertaining and 


© indispensable to collectors of Thomas’s work. 


THICKER THAN WATER. Frank Tilsley. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. 
efer 1955. 21 cm. 318 pages. 


| Of Mr. Tilsley’s latest novel records, with shrewd psychological insight, the effect upon 

ged an ordinary decent family of the youngest son’s arrest for murder. They react in 

nge § keeping with their character: the doting mother, convinced of his innocence; the 

= father, a craftsman of the old school; the eldest son, whose marriage is threatened by 

wor the notoriety; the second son, determined to better himself; and the daughter, whose 
e 


youth makes her pathetically vulnerable. Their behaviour and thoughts are logical 
and we are made to feel with them and for them until their story closes with the 
— aftermath of the terrible climax. Mr. Tilsley guides and controls his story with a 
practised skill and moves us in the telling. 


oO ) THE RETURN OF THE KING. Being the Third Part of The Lord of 
‘ia the Rings. J. R. R. Tolkien. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1955. 23 cm. 416 pages. Folding 
by map in colour. Chronology. 5 genealogical tables. 
mf In this volume the strange and compelling epic begun in The Fellowship of the Ring 
nest and continued in The Two Towers is brought to a triumphant conclusion. The 
brilliantly conceived story unfolds with no diminution of interest. Indeed, as the forces 
§ of good gather for the final attack upon the fearsome stronghold of the Evil Power, 
55. which Frodo, the Ringbearer, on whom the fates of all depend, has penetrated in the 
desperate attempt to destroy there the Ring of Power which otherwise will destroy 
ofa his world, the pace quickens and the suspense becomes almost unendurable. It is 
our Professor Tolkien’s achievement to have created an imaginary world in which the 
and inhabitants (dwarves, elves, hobbits, a warrior prince, a wizard, orcs, ring-wraiths, 
om etc.), the geography, history, songs and legends are all credible in relation to one 
had another and in context—even the nomenclature is masterly. 
the 


r,is @ WINTER IN THE AIR and Other Stories. Sylvia Townsend Warner. 
Chatto & Windus, 13s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 250 pages. 


Elegant, witty, precise, Sylvia Townsend Warner finds in the short story the perfect 


medium for her dry perception. Too often assessed as a writer of ironic fantasies, she 
ed reveals in this new collection a pungent understanding of the purely human world. 
shee: A few of these stories belong to the realm of fantasy, but for the most part they are 
3 pithy comments on the tragi-comedies of real life. One or two, such as the title story, 
ms a wry portrait of a deserted wife, and ‘Shadwell’, a mordant study of an old retainer 
mee”! with its disillusioned climax, are classics of their kind. All may be enjoyed for their 
tail. moral detachment and verbal exactitude. 
1am, 

WINTER’S TALES, I. Macmillan, 16s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 272 pages. Illustrations 
-~ by various authors. 
al This selection of recent stories by British authors reaches a high standard. The 
ond publishers plan to make Winter’s Tales an annual event. This is welcome encourage- 
ung ment for an art which has suffered from the disappearance of so many literary 
noes magazines. It is noticeable, however, that these contemporary authors seldom find 
life, their material in the common concerns of British life. Gerald Hanley describes the 
eons collapse of an Indian principality in 1947, Osbert Sitwell contributes a satire on 
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Edwardian literary life and V. S. Pritchett a characteristic comedy of love and 
rationing. Among younger authors, Kingsley Amis writes an extremely amusing 


story of army life, and Frank Tuohy aims his sympathetic irony at the consular service. 7 
4 é ¥ 


Reprints 
HARD TIMES for these Times. Charles Dickens. Introduction by Dingle Foot. 






Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. (quarter lambskin binding, 215., ecras¢ leather, 25s.). 9 
1955. 19 cm. 320 pages. 4 illustrations, from the first illustrated edition, by 9 


F. Walker and Maurice Greiffenhagen. (New Oxford Illustrated Dickens) 
The sixteenth volume in the most attractive new edition of Dickens which has appeared 
tor many years. It is well printed in large type on good paper and the original illust- 
rations have been ‘remade’ to recapture their original quality. Hard Times (1854) is 
one of the least popular of Dickens’ novels, but it presents, as Mr. Foot says, “an 
indelible picture of the England of the ‘dark Satanic mills’ ””— industrial England a 
century ago. 


TO THE LIGHTHOUSE. Virginia Woolf. New introduction by D. M. Hoare. 

Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 185 cm. 254 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 
It is generally agreed that To the Lighthouse is Virginia Woolf’s most successful novel. 
Her tendency to allow her imagination to spin too tenuous a web on the borderlands 
of consciousness is here held in check by the intimate actuality of her subject: the novel 
is the necessary child of her experience of her father and mother. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramsay are portraits of Sir Leslie and Lady Stephen, and Mrs. Ramsay is certainly 
the most memorable character in all Virginia Woolf’s work. To the Lighthouse also 
stands first by virtue of its faultless construction: the theme (the conflict between life 
and art) is fully integrated. 


as BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


CHANGES FOR THE CHALLONERS. Mabel Esther Allan. Ward, 
Lock, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. Frontispiece. 

Perry Challoner likes living in the old cathedral city of Francaster and soon makes 
friends, but her sister, Greta, is miserable. The advent of their young cousin Angeline 
is a help, though Perry’s relinquishing her to Greta creates difficulties. There is plenty 
of movement in this account of the various adventures that befall a lively group of 
children—excavation by moonlight, camping, an important discovery, getting lost 
in the Welsh mountains in pursuit of a runaway, all of which have a strong human 
appeal that will win many readers among the 10-14’s. 


DAD’S ALWAYS RIGHT. THE PRINCESS AND THE PEA and 
IT’S ABSOLUTELY TRUE. Hans Andersen. 

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES. SIMPLE SIMON. Hans 
Andersen. 

THE NIGHTINGALE. LITTLE CLAUS AND BIG CLAUS. Hans 
Andersen. 

THE SWINEHERD. THE TINDER BOX. Hans Andersen. 
Translated from the Danish by R. P. Keigwin. Heinemann, ss. each. 24 cm. 54: $6: 
$6: $4 pages. Illustrations in colour by Gustav Hjortlund. (Heinemann’s Illustrated 
Hans Andersen Series) ‘ 

These four books, containing between them nine of Hans Andersen’s best-loved 

tales, are likely to prove very popular with most children from four years of age 
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upwards. Mr. Keigwin, whose work as a translator is too well known to need 
comment, has produced English versions of these tales that reflect with equal success 
the atmosphere and the content of his originals. Gustav Hjortland’s illustrations are 
delightful, the standard of production is good, and the publishers have wisely provided 
covers capable of standing up to the constant usage that these four books will 
undoubtedly have to endure. 


THE SINGING FOREST. H. Mortimer Batten. Blackwood, 12s.6d. 1955. 

22°§ cm. 206 pages. Drawings by Maurice Wilson. Endpaper map. 
Mr. Mortimer Batten has added another to his long list of animal stories, this time the 
life history of a red deer in a Scottish forest. It is told in a style that will appeal to older 
children from twelve years of age upwards, but it will find many enthusiastic adult 
readers. The incidents centre round the rearing of an orphan deer and his subsequent 
return to the wild, but the setting of the story with its shrewd description of country 
and people will give as much satisfaction as the authentic observations on movements, 
breeding habits, enemies, etc. of the deer. It is a relief to have a straightforward, 
competent tale with no animals that think! 


TENTH BIRTHDAY. Evan Commager. Oxford University Press, 9s.6d. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 186 pages. Drawings by Don Sibley. 

A warm-hearted domestic story from America dealing with the tenth birthdays of 
five children in successive generations of a Southern family and covering a period 
between 1844 and 1950, this should be greatly enjoyed by children between nine and 
twelve years of age. Nothing particularly dramatic happens in the daily life of the 
children described, but the impact upon them of a momentous national history is 
skilfully suggested. It is in their relationships with parents and servants that the 
character and temperament of the birthday children is revealed. 


HANS BRINKER or The Silver Skates. Mary Mapes Dodge. Dent, 8s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 304 pages. 8 colour plates and 25 drawings by Hans Baumhauer. (Children’s 
Illustrated Classics) 

This, the thirty-fourth volume in the series, is as well printed, well bound and fully 

illustrated as the previous volumes. It is an attractive edition of an American book 

for boys and girls which was first published in 1865 and has found many readers in 

Britain, for it tells a lively tale of youthful adventure in Holland ‘long ago’ with much 

skating on the frozen canals. 


IN THE FOREST. Marie Hall Ets. Faber, 7s.6d. 1955. Obl. 25-5 cm. 
42 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

A little boy goes for a walk in the forest, collecting animals—from a lion to a rabbit— 

in his imagination as he goes and winding up with a picnic and games until his 

father comes to find him. The text is brief and clear, the drawings are very good, and 

the whole is nicely calculated to attract the attention of the very young. 


THE LITTLE BOOKROOM. Eleanor Farjeon’s Short Stories for Children 
chosen by herself. Oxford University Press, 128.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 314 pages. 
Illustrations by Edward Ardizzone. 

Miss Farjeon has written many books for children and, inevitably perhaps, they have 

been unequal. This volume shows her only at her very best—and what an enchanting 

best it is! There are twenty-seven stories in all, unless we count as the twenty-cighth 
the delightful introduction in which the author writes of her own childhood and the 
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little room crammed with books in which she spent many of her happiest days. The 
stories vary much in length and mood, from simple realism to the most extravagantly 
entertaining fantasy. They all have a sureness of touch, a characteristic combination of 
earthiness, humour and poetry which will make them fascinating to most children 
and to many adults. The book is beautifully illustrated and produced. 


THE HAPPY LION. Louise Fatio. Translated from the French. Bodley Head, 
6s.6d. 1955. 26 cm. 32 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Roger Duvoisin. 
The happy lion lives in a comfortable house and garden in a friendly French town, 
whose inhabitants all come to visit him and bring him titbits. But when, finding his 
door open one day, he goes for a walk in the town, their reception bewilders him. 
They all flee away from him and only Frangois, the keeper’s son, gives him the usual 
friendly greeting. It is he who leads the happy lion back home, and there he is content 
to stay without any further excursions. An amusing little tale, with agreeable 

drawings, that is certain to please children in the nursery. 


JUDITH IN HANOVER. Winifred Finlay. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
192 pages. Map. 

In 1953 Judith, who is sixteen, flies alone to Hanover to spend a month or two with a 
German family. Karl, the priggish son of the family, is inclined to resent her, but is 
finally won over when he learns that her odd behaviour is due to a promise, pledged in 
secrecy, to look for an old woman’s buried treasure. Girls round about Judith’s age 
should like this book, which well describes the German scene and neatly points the 
differences in custom and education between England and Germany. 


MODERN FAIRY STORIES. Chosen and introduced by Roger Lancelyn 
Green. Dent, 11s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 286 pages. 28 illustrations (8 in colour) by E. H. 
Shepard. Bibliographical note. (Children’s Illustrated Classics) 

The title is misleading, for the sixteen stories in the book were all published between 

1839 and 1912. Apart from this, however, it is a good collection which fills a real gap 

in the junior bookshelf, for it brings together in attractive form, with engaging 

illustrations, such old favourites as “The King of Golden River’, by John Ruskin, 

‘The Ogre Courting’, by Mrs. Ewing, “The Selfish Giant’, by Oscar Wilde, and 

‘The Reluctant Dragon’, by Kenneth Grahame. The other authors represented are 

Catherine Sinclair, Lewis Carroll, George Macdonald, Andrew Lang, F. Anstey, 

Mrs. Molesworth, Rudyard Kipling and E. Nesbit. 


A STAR TO FOLLOW. Elizabeth Howard. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 182 pages. 2 maps. 

Two sisters react unfavourably to the news that they are to rejoin their parents at an 
isolated army post in Arizona in the far southwest of America. Pleasure-loving Nettie 
will miss the social distractions of Detroit; Ellen is apprehensive about her chances 
of becoming a doctor, an unheard-of ambition for a girl nearly a hundred years ago. 
How Nettie settles down and Ellen wins her heart’s desire—and a husband—is well 
told in a gently romantic tale that will appeal to older girls for its able evocation of 
place, its domestic detail and its competent characterisation. 


CANDIDATE FOR FAME, Margaret Jowett. Oxford University Press, 
118.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 232 pages. Illustrations by Peggy Fortnum. 


Deborah is twelve and one of her father’s company of strolling players when she first 
meets Peter, who wants to become an actor. At eighteen she has graduated to Drury 
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Lane, the playwright Sheridan’s famous theatre, at which the great Mrs. Siddons 
reigns supreme. There, after a poverty-stricken period occasioned by Sheridan’s 
financial straits, she wins a resounding success at her benefit performance and crowns 
it with a promise to marry Peter, who is acting at Covent Garden. Deborah is a 
likeable heroine and older girls will appreciate her story, which shows a good sense of 
period and provides an enlightening glimpse of the state of the theatre, and of society, 
in and out of London, in George III's reign. : 


MAJOLLIKA AND COMPANY. Wolf Mankowitz. Deutsch, 7s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 86 pages. Illustrations by Heather Standring. 

Mr. Mankowitz, best known for his grown-up novel, A Kid for Two Farthings, here 
provides children of 5-8 with a delightfully fantastic and amusing story about a 
golliwog who shares a home in the woods with a rag doll, Tessie, owner of a shop 
for squirrels. Majollika has many acquaintances besides his special friend Gerald, the 
glow-worm, among the neighbouring moles, dormice and owls, and exciting 
adventures with a mole magician, a squirrel pirate and a very touching Diplodocus. 
Amusing drawings illustrate the text. 


THE CHILDREN IN THE SQUARE. Pamela Mansbridge. Nelson, 
6s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 216 pages. 8 illustrations (1 in colour) by Gilbert Dunlop. 
(Britannic Series) 

Miss Mansbridge’s story of a family compelled to migrate from their London home 
to a house in a seaside town will help to fill the unsatisfied demand for domestic 
stories. Readers of 10-13 will enjoy this account of children who, contrary to all 
tradition, actually prefer London and adapt themselves with difficulty to a community 
which seems at first to consist of old ladies and invalids. Their discovery of a prim 
little music student working to a strict schedule under the direction of a severe aunt 
is the source of many adventures. 


THE BORROWERS AFIELD. Mary Norton. Dent, 1os.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 

200 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) and endpaper map by Diana Stanley. 
The Borrowers, a Carnegie Medal winner, was an outstanding imaginative effort; its 
sequel is a match for it. Here we learn what happened to Arrietty and her father and 
mother—three of the diminutive people who live beneath floorboards or behind 
wainscotings and ‘borrow’ the small things that are always disappearing from a 
house—when, driven from their former home, they set out across country to find their 
relatives. But they cannot find them and have to live in the open—a hazardous 
enterprise for a borrower—until another borrower leads them to safety. Here is a story 
memorable for its good writing, sensibility and inspired detail, while its brave, 
vulnerable little characters are oddly touching. It should be warmly greeted by any 
sensitive child of intelligent age. 


FRENCH LEGENDS, TALES AND FAIRY STORIES. Retold by 
Barbara Leonie Picard. Oxford University Press, 128.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. 
Illustrations (8 in colour) by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. (Oxford Myths and Legends) 

This collection, the fifth in a series of folk stories and legends from various countries, 

maintains the very high standard of the earlier volumes. It is in four parts: Epic 

Heroes; Courtly Tales of the Middle Ages; Legends from the Provinces; Fairy 

Stories, and it makes absorbing reading for all ages. France is especially rich in the 
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variety of its tales and legends and this selection from them is excellent. The tales are 


retold simply but vividly and Joan Kiddell-Monroe’s illustrations are admirable. The 


general standard of production is very high. 


ROYAL BROWNE. A Novel for Older Girls and Boys. Kathrene Pinkerton. 
Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. 

Royal and her brother had never had a settled home until their father retired from 
acting in the 1920's and converted a yacht into a floating store to serve the inner 
waterways of British Columbia. The Argosy is a friendly boat, welcomed everywhere, 
Royal loves the life, which takes on added savour when she meets a mechanic whose 
boat is a travelling workshop. Then the Argosy encounters a showboat, and Royal 
demonstrates her inherited talent for acting and has to make a momentous decision. 
The spell which the beautiful coast has obviously laid upon the author is transmitted 
to the reader, and she has made real people of the Argosy’s crew. The book is good 
reading for older children. 


THE VALLEY OF THE DRAGON. A Story of the Times of Kublai 


Khan. Olive Price. Bell, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 250 pages. Illustrations by John } 


Moment. 


A story—for children of 10-12—of the domain of Kublai Khan at the time of Marco 
Polo, who is one of the characters. This tale of a humble little camel boy who rescues 
one of the Emperor’s famous white horses from the stronghold of a bandit chief gains 
distinction from its careful reconstruction of thirteenth century Cathay and of life 
in the capital of the Mongol empire, and will appeal to children with an interest in 
history and foreign lands. 


THE LITTLE RED ENGINE GOES TRAVELLING. Diana Ross. 
Faber, 8s.6d. 1955. Obl. 25 cm. 32 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Leslie 
Wood. 

The little red engine is already a favourite with children and they will welcome this 

further account of its adventures. Here it is saved from the scrap heap by a rich 

Maharajah, who buys it to be of use on his enormous estate in India, where it receives 

a rapturous welcome. This agreeable little story, with its bright and attractive illust- 

rations, will be just as popular as its predecessors with the very young. 


TALES ON THE NORTH WIND. Old Fairy Tales retold by Benjamin 
Thorpe and Thomas Keightley. Bell, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 126 pages. 6 full-page 
drawings by Gertrude Mittelmann. 

This selection of folk tales from Scandinavia and northern Germany has been made 

from the collections published by Thomas Keightley in 1850 and by Benjamin Thorpe 

in 1853. Both men were scholars and the present selection takes full advantage of their 
scholarship, but the stories have been rewritten where necessary in simpler language for 
the modern child. The illustrations capture the other-worldly atmosphere in which 
beautiful princesses, giants, witches and trolls usually live, and the whole makes 
entertaining reading for the slightly older child or the nine-year-old who reads 


fluently. 


CHICA. The Story of a Very Little Dog. Barbara Woodhouse. Faber, 6s.6d. 1955. 
Obl. 23 cm. 28 pages. 13 photographs by Chris Ware. 


Chica, who tells her own story, is indeed a very little dog and an amusing contrast 
to Juno, the Great Dane who lives in the same house. They play games together and 
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with the children, visit the seaside, and practise road safety drill. Chica learns various 
tricks, tries to catch a rat, is entered for a competition, and has a ride on a cow’s back. 
The younger child will be greatly entertained by all she does and will like the photo- 
graphs that illustrate her adventures, although they are not too clearly reproduced. 


PONIES IN SECRET. D. A. Young. Ward Lock, 21s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
220 pages. Illustrations (16 in colour) and endpaper drawing in colour by Maurice 
Tulloch. ; 

When five young riders decided to form their own Breakaway Club and train in 

secret, camping in a disused oast house, in order to compete with two established clubs 

in the local gymkhana, adventures were bound to follow—and they did, including a 

lucky chance which gave them an army sergeant as their instructor. The very exciting 

gymkhana forms a natural climax to a well told tale which should particularly appeal 
to readers from 10 to 16 who are interested in horses and riding. 


Non-Fiction 
SIX GREAT SAILORS. David Divine. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 230 pages. 6 plates. Bibliography. 

The six sailors chosen as the subjects of Mr. Divine’s brief biographies are: Lord 
Howard of Effingham, the principal commander under Elizabeth I at the defeat of the 
Armada; Blake, the great Commonwealth strategist at sea; Sir Henry Morgan, West 
Indian buccanecr; Bligh of the Bounty, a difficult man and peerless navigator; Lord 
Keyes, famed for exploits in World War I, and Sir Bertram Ramsay, who had charge 
of the naval side of Dunkirk, and of D-Day 1944. Of Ramsay the author writes from 
personal experience, though by a slip he places his death a year earlier than it in fact 
occurred. Young people from 15 upwards should enjoy his accounts of the six. 


STORIES FROM THE BIBLE. Margherita Fanchiotti. Oxford University 
Press, 128.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 248 pages. Illustrations (8 in colour) by Joan Kiddell- 
Monroe. Bible references. 

An admirable selection of Bible stories suitable for children of 8-12 but which might 

also be read with profit by adults, since they combine a felicitous style with insight and 

imagination. While the stories are faithfully recounted, there is an arresting freshness 
about the telling of them which will send readers back to the Bible with a deeper 
understanding of its meaning. The selection is so arranged as to enable us to see the 

Bible as a unity with its key in the New Testament. While some of the illustrations 

are excellent, others are a little odd. 


THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT SUBMARINES. Gilbert Hackforth-Jones. 
Muller, 6s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. Illustrations by David Cobb. (True Book 
Series) 

This addition to a series designed for young people from fifteen upwards spans in 
brief the evolution and employment of the submarine, both as a type of vessel and as a 
tactical instrument of war, particularly in the two great conflicts during which it has 
been an important weapon. Technicalities are explained with clarity, and in a brief 
account of the future of the submarine Commander Hackforth-Jones indicates 
the radical changes which will result from new means of propulsion. He sees in the 
helicopter a possible counter-weapon. 
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THE OXFORD NURSERY RHYME BOOK. Assembled by Iona and 
Peter Opie. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1955. 24 cm. 238 pages. 600 illustrations 
(150 by Joan Hassall). Index. 


To those who know the compiler’s earlier work, The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery 
Rhymes, the present collection will need no introduction. To others, it will suffice 
to say that it is the result of ten years’ research, selected and presented with skill for 
the nursery, the drawing room and, if inclination leads, the study as well. It contains 
some 800 rhymes, jingles, catches and traditional children’s ballads, arranged in nine 
sections to correspond with a child’s development, from delight in the baby-game 

pe of rhyme to appreciation of the narrative form. The charming illustrations 

eserve special commendation. All in all, a book that should find its way into the 
nursery and the living room with equal ease. 





THE MERRY-GO-ROUND. A Collection of Rhymes and Poems for } 
Children. Chosen by James Reeves. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 392 pages. 
Numerous illustrations in colour by John Mackay. Index. 


Suitable for children from seven to twelve, this attractively printed book is divided 
into four sections (originally published separately), the first-—containing simple, lively 
verse and nursery rhymes—being for the younger age, and the last—quoting, among 
others, Shakespeare, Clare, Keats, Blake, de la Mare, Coleridge, W. H. Davies and 
the Bible—for the older. The sections for the in-betweens have songs and verse that 
go with a swing and tell a story. Beautifully executed drawings, gay, vigorous and 
remarkably apt, enliven the text of a well-judged selection that should stimulate 
interest in poetry and send the child in search of more. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Vol. XI THE HOME, 
General Editors: Laura E. Salt and Robert Sinclair. Illustrations Editor: Helen Mary 
Petter. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 25°§ cm. $12 pages. 8 colour plates. 
Numerous illustrations in text. 

The last volume of this wholly admirable encyclopaedia—apart from a General Index 
and Ready Reference volume—is devoted to the domestic scene, covering alpha- 
betically, in clear, concise articles, everything connected with the home: houses and 
furniture (including interior decoration, lighting, etc.); housekeeping (household 
skills and equipment); food and cooking; the nursery (birth, care and upbringing of 
children); clothes (fashions, personal adornment, dress-making); health (anatomy, 
diseases and nursing); family life (social rules, marriage, welfare services, etc.).. The 
lavish supply of illustrations, excellent in their scope and variety, is part of the design 
to make the work clearly intelligible to the user. It is suitable for the more intelligent 
among younger readers and for all older students. 





EVEREST CLIMBED. Ian Serraillier. Oxford University Press, 7s. 6d. 1955. 

19 cm. 68 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Leonard Rosoman. 
The modern writer for children who essays to chronicle heroic achievement faces a 
problem. If he indulges in eulogy he risks seeming ‘cheap’ and old-fashioned; if he 
sticks to understatement the result will be uninspiring to his young readers. 
Mr. Serraillier, in his account of the successful British conquest of Everest, has decided 
on the second method. He eschews panegyric and gives, in straight descriptive verse, 
a factual history that is commended for its accuracy by Sir John Hunt. Although glory 
and beauty are missing, this narrative of hardship overcome makes a stirring story 
that will appeal to boys between 12 and 16. 
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FERDINAND MAGELLAN. Ronald Welch. Oxford University Press, 9s.6d. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 184 pages. 21 illustration from drawings by William Stobbs. 


Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Ferdinand Magellan (1480-1521), the great Portuguese sea-captain and navigator, 
played a leading part in making the first European contacts with India and the East 
Indies, and commanded the first expedition which (under the flag of Spain) sailed 
round the world. The story of his life is as dramatic as it is historically significant. 
Mr. Welch has not told it with the sharp realistic detail which might be expected of 
the author of Knight Crusader, but he has told it well, making the historical setting as 


well as the action clear. It will appeal to many readers of any age over thirteen 


or so. 


INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC. Percy M. Young. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1955. 21°§ cm. 
72 pages. 3 photographs. Illustrations in text by Ida Procter. Musical examples. 


Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 


A brief history, written for children in their early teens. After an apt summary of 
ancient and medieval theory and practice, the scheme proceeds to a discussion of the 
salient composers in each period of Western music, and the successive changes in 
instrumentation and form that they helped to bring about. Dr. Young also pays 
attention to the development of the cultural background as far as it affected style and 
medium. One hopes that he will help to give many young readers a wider historical 
knowledge when they listen to concerts. 
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This fourth volume in the Metallurgy 


Price 5és. 


of the 



















Rarer Metals Series will be published in early 
January. The Series will provide a readable 
work of reference on the background and 
the metallurgical, chemical and physical 
data of the metal concerned, and will con- 
tain all published information on each metal 
at the time of going to press. Already 
published — M i ; 
Chromium. 
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for the working metallurgist. 
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made under the Auspices of 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL 


HMV DLP 1080. Symphony No. 
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The browser closes the book: 
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Is there a book that exactly 
meets his requirements ? 
There is, of course. Perhaps not 
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research in B.N.B. will find it. 


But research, even in B.N.B., is 
time-consuming for a_ busy 
bookseller. Why not give him 
your file of B.N.B. to browse 
in ? 

With subject 
order, and a helpful Index which 
gives-unmistakable pointers to 
more than one book to his 
liking, he’ll happily. 
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HARRAP Spring BOOKS 


An Asian Prime 
Minister’s Story 


SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA, K.B.E. 


This is the story of the prime minister of 
the first Asian country in the Common- 
wealth to be granted adult suffrage— 
Ceylon. 

Sir John has become an international 
figure as one of the prime movers of the 
important Colombo Conference, and as 
an outspoken and uncompromising 
opponent of Communism. Although the 
purpose of this book is serious, the many 
intriguing and entertaining moments of a 
strenuous public life have not been for- 
gotten. 


February 20. Illustrated. 15s. 


Power Production 


Past, Present and Future 
HANS THIRRING 
Professor of Physics, Vienna University. 


This is a book of real importance. Its 
aim is to give a comprehensive survey of 
all kinds of energy, together with num- 
erical data on available sources, and on 
the relative merits and drawbacks of the 
different methods. 

Although written primarily for tech- 
nicians and those concerned with econo- 
mic and industrial planning, Power 
Production will also be of interest to a 
wide general public. 


380 pp. Illustrated. Abt. 25s. 


2 
Alphonse Bertillon 
Father of Scientific Detection 
HENRY T. F. RHODES 
This is the first biography of this 
remarkable man to appear in the English 
language. 

Bertillon’s name will always be 
associated with the identification system 
he perfected for the French police. 

Many original documents were made 
available to the author, some throwing 
new light on the Dreyfus case in which 
Bertillon was an important witness. 
February. Illustrated. 15s. 
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The Siege: A Story from Kohima 


By LIEUT.-COL. ARTHUR CAMPBELL, M.C. 


The incredible story of a sixteen day engagement on the Indo-Burmese 
frontier between 500 men of the Royal West Kents and 15,000 Japanese 


soldiers. By the author of Jungle Green. 


RADHAKRISHNAN 
East and West 


Some Reflections 
The Beatty Memorial lectures deliver~ 
ed at McGill University by Radha- 
krishnan last year. With characteristic 
lucidity he compares the eastern and 
western attitudes to history, religion 
and philosophy. 

Cloth 10s. 6d. Paper 6s. 


An Anthology 
of Japanese 


Literature 
Edited by D. L. KEENE 


An ambitious collection of Japanese 
prose, poetry and drama from 
earliest times to 1860. About 25s. 


Buddhist 


Meditation 
EDWARD CONZE, Ph.D. 


Translations of original documents 
from the Tibetan, Pali and Sanskrit, 
prefaced by an introduction dealing 
with the meaning and scope of 
Buddhist meditation. Ethical and 
Religious Classics of East and West. 

About 10s. 6d. 


Illustrated 12s. 6d. 
A. W. BALDWIN 
My Father 


The True Story 
Stanley Baldwin’s younger son at last 
decides to reveal all that he knows 
of his father’s essential character and 
beliefs. A vindication and a book that 
will arouse a fresh controversy. 
Illustrated. 2\s. 


The History of 
the Moravian 
Church 


EDWARD LANGTON, 
D.D., F.R.Hist.S. 
The full story of a vigorous religious 
community is told by a non-member 
of this Church. About 12s. 6d. 


Kuwait was 


My Home 


ZAHRA FREETH 


Mrs. Freeth’s own personal story of 
Kuwait past and present, and its 
transition from the middle ages to 
the twentieth century way of life, still 
strangely mixed together. 


Illustrated. About 15s. 


Narcissus. A Psychological Study of Self Love 
By GRACE STUART 


By the author of Private World of Pain and Conscience and Reason. Mrs. 
Stuart studies all preconceived ideas on narcissism and examines their validity. 


About 15s. 
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